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Tapered Pro Conical  
streamlined clinical performance

For more information, contact BioHorizons
Customer Care: 888.246.8338 or 
shop online at www.biohorizons.com

Efficient drilling protocol Two prosthetic platforms

Single unit Full arch

Laser-Lok® microchannels 7.5° conical connection

BioHorizons Tapered Pro Conical delivers streamlined clinical performance with its two prosthetic platforms, 
enhancing restorative workflow efficiency and simplifying inventory management. This design offers clinical 
versatility for all indications, from single unit to full arch. The surgical kits feature a patented parabolic drill design, 
allowing implant placement with as few as two drills. The Laser-Lok® surface treatment has been shown to create a 
connective tissue attachment and retain crestal bone.

https://www.biohorizons.com/Products/TaperedProConical
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Why You Can't Skip the  
2024 Annual Conference

By Dennis Flanagan,
DDS, MSc, FAAID, DABOI/ID,

AAID Editor

Attending the 2024 AAID Annual Con-
ference November 13-16 in Atlanta is an 
invaluable opportunity for dental profes-
sionals specializing in implant dentistry. 
Here are just some of the most compelling 
reasons to attend, along with speaker, topic, 
and event highlights.

Key Reasons to Attend
1. GAIN CUTTING-EDGE  

KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS
The AAID Annual Conference is renowned 
for its comprehensive curriculum that 
covers the latest advancements in implant 
dentistry. Attending this conference en-
sures that you stay at the forefront of the 
field, gaining insights into new techniques, 
technologies, and best practices.

2. NETWORKING OPPORTUNITIES
With hundreds of dental professionals, in-
dustry leaders, and experts in attendance, 
the Annual Conference is an excellent 
platform for networking. Sharing expe-
riences and ideas with peers can foster 
collaborations, provide new perspectives, 
and enhance your professional network.

3. CONTINUING EDUCATION CREDITS
The conference offers numerous sessions 
that qualify for Continuing Education (CE) 
credits. These sessions help you meet 
your licensure requirements while expand-
ing your knowledge base and skill set.

4. EXPOSURE TO INNOVATIVE 
PRODUCTS AND SERVICES
The Implant World Expo exhibition hall 
features the latest dental implant prod-
ucts, tools, and technologies from leading 
manufacturers. This is an opportunity 
to explore new innovations, compare 
products, and make informed purchasing 
decisions for your practice.

Featured Speakers
ZIV MAZOR
Dr. Mazor, DMD, is one of Israel’s leading 
periodontists. Since 1993, Professor Mazor 
has been engaged in clinical research in 
the field of bone augmentation and sinus 
floor elevation. He is currently participating 
in the quest for improving new grafting 
materials, using various growth factors as 
well as researching “osseodensification”—a 
paradigm shift in dental implantology. Pro-
fessor Mazor is a renowned author in dental 
implantology, and is known worldwide for 
his innovative approaches in cutting-edge 
procedures and technologies.

MICHAEL PIKOS
Dr. Pikos is an oral maxillofacial surgeon 
who graduated Summa Cum Laude and Phi 
Beta Kappa from The Ohio State Univer-
sity. He is founder and CEO of the Pikos 
Institute. Since 1990, he has been teaching 
advanced bone and soft tissue grafting 
courses with alumni that now number more 
than 6,500 from all 50 states and 67 coun-
tries. Dr. Pikos maintains a private practice 
limited exclusively to implant surgery in 
Trinity, Florida.

MICHAEL SONICK
Dr. Sonick, DMD, is an internationally 
known, highly regarded authority in the 
field of dental implantology and periodon-
tology. A full-time practicing periodontist in 
Fairfield, Connecticut, he is also a frequent 
guest lecturer in the international program 
at New York University School of Dentistry 
and the UCONN School of Dental Medicine. 
He lectures worldwide on the subject of es-
thetic implants, periodontal plastic surgery, 
guided bone regeneration, and the delivery 
of exceptional customer service.
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IMPLANTS SIMPLIFIED,
SAVINGS AMPLIFIED

PLUS, SAVE 20%
ON IMPLANT RESTORATIONS.

“The Glidewell HT™ Implant simplifies 
the surgical protocol better than any 
system I’ve ever used.”

- Nicole Yates, DMD
Rincon, Georgia

FREE KIT OFFER

800-887-3580
glidewell.com/ht-intro Made in USA

PAY
  $99 

PER IMPLANT.

GD-5184200-080824

http:////glidewell.com/ht-intro


Notable Topics
1. FULL-ARCH IMPLANT SOLUTIONS

Sessions on full-arch implant  
solutions will cover the latest tech-
niques, patient selection criteria, and 
case studies. These sessions aim  
to improve outcomes for patients  
requiring full-arch restorations.

2. IMMEDIATE IMPLANT PLACEMENT
Speakers will delve into the protocols 
and success rates of immediate im-
plant placement. Learn about the latest 
research and clinical practices that can 
enhance patient satisfaction and reduce 
treatment times.

3. COMPLICATION MANAGEMENT
Managing complications is crucial for any 
dental practice. Sessions on this topic 
will provide insights into recognizing, 
preventing, and addressing complications 
associated with implant procedures.

Special Events
WELCOME RECEPTION
Kick off the conference with a welcome 
reception where you can meet fellow attend-
ees, speakers, and industry representatives 
in a relaxed, informal setting.

HANDS-ON WORKSHOPS
Participate in hands-on workshops that 
offer practical, experiential learning. These 
workshops cover various aspects of im-
plant dentistry, from surgical techniques to 
prosthetic solutions.

AAID AWARDS
Celebrate the achievements of your peers 
as the 2024 AAID Awards are presented, 
recognizing outstanding contributions to the 
field of implant dentistry.

NETWORKING LUNCHEONS
Attend networking luncheons designed 
to facilitate meaningful connections and 

discussions among attendees. These events 
provide opportunities to exchange ideas and 
discuss the latest trends in implant dentistry.

Conclusion
The AAID 2024 Annual Conference No-
vember 13-16 is an essential event for any 
dentist involved in implant dentistry. With 
its rich lineup of speakers, diverse topics, 
and engaging networking events, it offers a 
unique opportunity to enhance your knowl-
edge, skills, and professional networks. 
Don't miss this chance to be part of a dy-
namic community dedicated to advancing 
the field of implant dentistry. Register now 
and secure your place at the forefront of 
dental innovation.

Editor's Notebook

CALL TODAY TO LEARN ABOUT OUR SPECIAL DISCOUNT PRICING VALID 
UNTIL SEPTEMBER 20th, 2024

With over 20 years of combined experience, The Las Vegas and New York AAID Maxicourse has provided its graduates a
pathway for successfully becoming Credentialed as Associate Fellow / Fellow of the AAID and Diplomate of the ABOI.  With over 100 CE hours of 

immersive hands-on educational activities, our participants develop the essential clinical skills in Implant Dentistry.

Dr. John Minichetti, Director | Dr. Joseph D'Amore, Assistant Director

Visit TheDILC.com or contact
Education Coordinator Jennifer Yang

201-731-3239 | Jenn.englewooddental@gmail.com
For full llist of avalable courses visit Implantdaddy.com
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NOW - THE #1 RECOMMENDED
SUPPLEMENT OF IMPLANTOLOGISTS

NUTRITIONAL INSURANCE - BEFORE AND AFTER PLACEMENT

IMPLANT PATIENT BENEFITS
Osseo-specific formula; cortical bone building vitamins, minerals, and key nutrients

Helps fortify bone and soft tissue in preparation for surgery

Promotes soft tissue healing and osteogenesis (osteoblast formation) after surgery

With continued use, supports overall osseointegration

OSSEOINTEGRATION SUPPORT FOR
DENTAL IMPLANT AND BONE GRAFT PATIENTS

Call 888-325-2395 or visit www.bonetite.com
MediNiche International, Inc. — www.bonetite.com – Copyright © BONE-TITE All rights reserved

To purchase BONE-TITE® for
office dispensing visit:

Visit: www.bonetite.com/professionaloffer

Call: 888-325-2395
Use a phone camera to scan:

To request more information, a
complimentary BONE-TITE® sample, 

and patient starter coupons:
Visit: https://bonetite.com/samplerequest/

Email: bonetite@mediniche.com

Call: 888-325-2395
Use a phone camera to scan:

http://www.bonetite.com


By Ed Kusek, DDS, FAAID, DABOI/ID,
AAID President 2024

As I write this letter, I've just returned from 
the Academy of General Dentistry's annual 
meeting. There, I received my fourth Lifelong 
Learning Service and Recognition (LLSR) 
award. The number of recipients for LLSR, 
Master, and Fellowship awards seemed 
lower compared to when I received my third 
LLSR in 2022. This might be attributed to 
the meeting's location in Minneapolis, as 
opposed to Orlando.

Given the awards and the similar pursuit of 
Associate Fellow or Fellow status in the Amer-
ican Academy of Implant Dentistry (AAID), 
it's worth considering why we seek these 
distinctions. I come from an era when dental 
students had to prove themselves daily. 
Consequently, I've become a lifelong learner 
in dentistry, thoroughly enjoying the explora-
tion of new procedures and the intricacies of 
the oral cavity. I personally dedicate 200 hours 
annually to continuing education and, in my 
fourth decade as a dentist, still relish the chal-
lenge of staying at the forefront of knowledge, 
technology, and techniques.

At the AGD meeting, I was repeatedly recog-
nized as AAID president by fellow members. 
Many of these individuals, also lifelong 
learners, had recently earned their Associate 
Fellow designation from AAID and were now 
pursuing AGD Fellowship. When I inquired 
about their attendance at the AAID Annual 
Conference, the response was overwhelm-

Looking Back...  
Looking Forward

In-person meetings remain invaluable  

for accessing world-class instruction from 

top dental clinicians and benefiting from  

hands-on workshops.
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ingly positive. In-person meetings remain 
invaluable for accessing world-class instruc-
tion from top dental clinicians and benefiting 
from hands-on workshops.

Our theme for this year’s Annual Confer-
ence is "Reaching New Heights, Setting the 
Standards in Implant Dentistry." Dr. Bernee 
Dunson, the Scientific Chair, has organized 
the meeting to present concepts in a logical 
daily flow. Wednesday afternoon will focus 
on cardiology considerations in implant 
dentistry, followed by soft tissue regenerative 
procedures and photoacupuncture for pain 
control on Thursday morning. Complex sur-
gical procedures like trans-nasal implants, 
socket shielding, and non-guided and 
guided sinus lifts will be covered Thursday 
afternoon. Friday's sessions will explore 
surgical approaches for atrophic jaws, and 
Saturday will delve into treating the atrophic 
maxilla with allogenic block grafts. This is just 
a glimpse of the Main Podium presentations.

Education is paramount at an implant 
dentistry annual meeting. The field evolves 
rapidly, necessitating continuous learning 
to stay abreast of the latest techniques, 
technologies, and best practices. This year, 
we've assembled some of the top clinicians, 
including Ziv Mazor, Issac Tawil, Richard 
Miron, Grace Sun, Steve Shuffelbarger, and 
Michael Sonic, who will also conduct work-
shops. To meet the DEA license require-
ment of eight hours of continuing education, 
we've curated courses such as dental emer-
gencies and light energy for post-operative 
pain management.

The auxiliary program is equally exciting. 
Dental assistants will learn surgical photog-
raphy, surgical sterility, and asepsis. Hygien-
ists will discuss instrumentation for hybrid 
and subperiosteal implant cases and the 
oral-systemic health link through bacterial 
testing. The administrative track will feature 
experts on full arch restorations, medical 

billing, leadership, communication, cyberse-
curity, and social media marketing.

Doctor workshops encompass a wide range 
of topics, including tissue regeneration, 
venipuncture, overdentures, medical emer-
gencies, soft and hard tissue grafting, laser 
therapy, regenerative PRF, 3D printing, ridge 
splitting, photoacupuncture, and artificial 
intelligence in treatment planning.

Our Annual Conference aims to offer a 
comprehensive and up-to-date overview 
of implant dentistry. By attending, you and 
your staff can enhance skills, expand knowl-
edge, and ultimately improve patient care. 
The camaraderie among clinicians, sharing 
experiences and insights, is an invaluable 
aspect of the meeting. Please encourage 
your study club members, MaxiCourse 
participants, and district members to join us 
in Atlanta November 13-16.

President's Message

IMPLANT & FULL-ARCH 
LEADS THAT CONVERT! 
BASED ON OVER 16 YEARS OF IMPLANT MARKETING 
EXPERIENCE and hundreds of hours of market 
research, our implant marketing not only targets the 
correct audience, it also engages and motivates them to 
contact your office. 
We’ve procured thousands of full-arch patients for our 
clients ... and counting!

Find out more! 

info@gilleardmarketing.com 
GilleardDentalMarketing.com
© 2024 Gilleard Marketing

Call or Email for a
FREE Consultation
855-486-2410

PRO FOCUS IMPLANT MARKETING digital

print
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As we near the 2024 Annual Conference in 
Atlanta, the season of change and transi-
tions begins for the AAID. This is an exciting 
time for the Academy, and I urge each and 
every one of you to get involved and active-
ly participate.

Your first opportunity is to serve on an AAID 
committee. By joining a committee, you’ll 
have the opportunity to shape the AAID’s 
future, connect with other members, and 
collaborate on impactful projects. It's a great 
way to expand your professional circle and 
learn from others. Whether you’re passion-
ate about dental students, dental research, 
patient outreach, or education, there’s a 
committee where your energy and enthu-
siasm can shine. You can find the Call for 
Volunteers at aaid.com/call-for-volunteers.

Participate at your district caucus during the 
Annual Conference. Each year, a new Trustee 
is elected to join the Board of Trustees, a 
crucial role in steering the direction of our 
organization. Comprised of a diverse group of 
nationally elected officers, regionally elected 
Trustees, and a Past Presidents' Council rep-
resentative, the Board is responsible for es-
tablishing official policies, overseeing admin-
istration, and guiding overall management, 
with their decisions significantly influencing 
the success and trajectory of the AAID.

Similarly, our District leadership plays a vital 
role in fostering a vibrant and connected 
membership experience at the local level. 
District leadership organizes educational 
events, facilitates networking opportunities, 
and serves as a key link between members 
and the national organization.

By actively participating in the nomination 
and election process at your caucus, you 
have the power to shape the direction of the 
Academy. This is your chance to be a part 
of the decision-making process and select 
leaders who share your vision for the future 
of implant dentistry. By actively participating, 
you can ensure that the Academy continues 
to serve its members at the highest level 
and solidify its position as the premier global 
organization for implant dentistry.

While not as glamorous as the election pro-
cess, this year’s Business meeting will pres-
ent voting members with several important 
Bylaw amendments to review. Take the time 
to carefully consider these amendments, 
as they will shape the future of our organi-
zation. If you have any questions or need 
clarification, please reach out to me directly 
at chernandez@aaid.com. You will also have 
the opportunity to discuss the amendments 
at your district caucus.

Your involvement, whether through volun-
teering or voting, is vital in cultivating a 
thriving and dynamic Academy. Together, 
we can shape a future that benefits not 
only the AAID but also the entire implant 
dentistry community.

Sincerely,
Carolina Hernandez, MBA, CAE 
Executive Director, AAID

Shaping Our Future: Contribute Your 
Talents, Nominate New Leaders

By Carolina Hernandez, CAE, 
AAID Executive Director

EXECUTIVEDIRECTOR’SMESSAGE

By joining a committee, you’ll have the opportunity 
to shape the AAID’s future, connect with other 
members, and collaborate on impactful projects. 
It's a great way to expand your professional circle 
and learn from others.
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The AAID Bylaws Committee and Board recommend 
the following amendments be adopted:

Proposed Bylaws Amendments, 
2025 Slate of Officers, and 
Candidate for Board Secretary

AMENDMENT 1: (lines 96-98)
Amend Article III, Membership, Section 6., Life Member, B), Rights of Life Members.

Rationale: Life Members retain the rights of voting AAID membership, but allows 
flexibility to adjust benefits to better support their career status change of no 
longer providing care to patients. The amendment reflects the practice of reduced 
registration fees for Life members and omission from the AAID provider list 
accessible by the general public.

Bylaws Committee Recommendation: The Bylaws Committee recommends that this 
amendment BE ADOPTED.

Board of Trustees Recommendation: The Board of Trustees recommends that this 
amendment BE ADOPTED.

CURRENT WORDING PROPOSED AMENDMENT IF ADOPTED WILL READ

Life Members shall contin-
ue to enjoy all rights and 
privileges of their previous 
member classification. 
Life Members may be 
appointed to chair or serve 
on any committee, unless 
otherwise limited by these 
Bylaws, but they may not 
hold elective office. 

Life Members shall contin-
ue to enjoy all rights and 
privileges of their previous 
member classification. Life 
Members are eligible to vote, 
to receive all Academy publi-
cations, and such other ben-
efits as the Board of Trustees 
may authorize. Life Members 
may be appointed to chair 
or serve on any committee, 
unless otherwise limited by 
these Bylaws, but they may 
not hold elective office. 

Life Members are eligible to 
vote, to receive all Acade-
my publications, and such 
other benefits as the Board 
of Trustees may authorize. 
Life Members may be 
appointed to chair or serve 
on any committee, unless 
otherwise limited by these 
Bylaws, but they may not 
hold elective office. 

The AAID Nominating Committee, 
chaired by Shane Samy, DMD, FAAID, 
DABOI/ID, presents the following slate 
of officers for consideration at the AAID 
2024 Annual Business meeting, to be 
held November 16, 2024 at 2pm.

President: Matthew Young, DDS, 
FAAID, DABOI/ID  
(automatic per Bylaws)

President – Elect: Donald 
Provenzale, DDS, FAAID, DABOI/ID

Vice President: Bill Anderson, 
DDS, FAAID, DABOI/ID

Treasurer: Mario Silvestri, DDS, 
FAAID, DABOI/ID

Secretary: Daniel Domingue, 
DDS, FAAID, DABOI/ID
(Secretary nominee biography 
available on page 34)

In accordance with Article IX, Section 
7 of AAID’s Bylaws, members not 
nominated by the Nominating 
Committee may be nominated by 
petition as follows:

3) Nothing herein contained shall 
prevent voting members from 
nominating a candidate provided that 
the nomination petition is submitted 
to the chair of the Nominating 
Committee or that person's designee 
at least 30 days in advance of the 
election [i.e. October 17, 2024] at the 
Annual Meeting for distribution to the 
voting membership at least 21 days in 
advance of the election.

4) A nominee not announced by the 
Nominating Committee must include 
the signatures of at least 5 percent of 
the voting membership on the petition 
[i.e. 53 signatures].

5) The Committee shall obtain a 
disclosure statement from each 
candidate nominated by the 
Committee or by petition and make 
this information available to the 
voting members.

SLATE OF OFFICERS
2025
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AMENDMENT 2: (lines 135-137)
Amend Article III, Membership, Section 10., Retired Member, B), Rights of Retired Members.

Rationale: Retired Members retain all 
rights of AAID membership, but allows 
flexibility to adjust benefits to their career 
status change of no longer providing 
care to patients. The amendment reflects 
the practice of reduced registration fees 
and omission from the AAID provider list 
accessible by the general public.

Bylaws Committee Recommendation:
The Bylaws Committee recommends 
that this amendment BE ADOPTED.

Board of Trustees Recommendation:
The Board of Trustees recommends that 
this amendment BE ADOPTED.

CURRENT WORDING PROPOSED AMENDMENT IF ADOPTED WILL READ

Retired Members shall 
continue to enjoy all 
rights and privileges of 
their previous member 
classification. They may 
chair or serve on committees 
unless otherwise limited by 
these Bylaws, but they may 
not hold elected office. 

Retired Members shall con-
tinue to enjoy all rights and 
privileges of their previous 
member classification. 
Retired Members retain 
voting rights of their previous 
membership classification, 
receive all Academy publica-
tions, and such other benefits 
as the Board of Trustees may 
authorize. They may chair or 
serve on committees unless 
otherwise limited by these 
Bylaws, but they may not 
hold elected office. 

Retired Members retain 
voting rights of their previous 
membership classification, 
receive all Academy publica-
tions, and such other benefits 
as the Board of Trustees may 
authorize. They may chair or 
serve on committees unless 
otherwise limited by these 
Bylaws, but they may not 
hold elected office. 

AMENDMENT 3: (line 254) 
Amend Article V. ORGANIZATION OF THE ACADEMY, Section 5. Past Presidents’ Council.

Rationale: The AAID Bylaws include a 
provision that allows a substitute District 
Trustee to attend one meeting with 
voting rights when the elected Trustee 
is unable to attend a Board meeting. 
No such provision exists for the Past 
Presidents’ representative.

Bylaws Committee Recommendation:
The Bylaws Committee recommends that 
this amendment BE ADOPTED.

Board of Trustees Recommendation:
The Board of Trustees recommends that 
this amendment BE ADOPTED.

CURRENT WORDING PROPOSED AMENDMENT IF ADOPTED WILL READ

None. C) In the event of the inability 
of the Past Presidents 
representative to attend 
an upcoming Board of 
Trustees meeting, the current 
representative may appoint 
a member of the Council to 
serve as proxy with voting 
rights for that meeting only.  
If the representative is unable 
to appoint a proxy, the  
AAID president will  
appoint the proxy from 
members of the Council.

C) In the event of the inability 
of the Past Presidents 
representative to attend 
an upcoming Board of 
Trustees meeting, the current 
representative may appoint 
a member of the Council to 
serve as proxy with voting 
rights for that meeting only.  
If the representative is unable 
to appoint a proxy, the  
AAID president will 
appoint the proxy from 
members of the Council. 

Rationale: The AAID Bylaws do 
not address how to fill a vacancy 
in the office of Past Presidents’ 
Representative if such a vacancy 
occurs between elections.

Bylaws Committee Recommendation:
The Bylaws Committee recommends that 
this amendment BE ADOPTED.

Board of Trustees Recommendation:
The Board of Trustees recommends that 
this amendment BE ADOPTED.

AMENDMENT 4: (line 254) 
Amend Article V. ORGANIZATION OF THE ACADEMY, Section 5. Past Presidents’ Council.

CURRENT WORDING PROPOSED AMENDMENT IF ADOPTED WILL READ

None. D) Vacancies. In the event 
of a vacancy in the Past 
President representative 
position, the AAID President 
will appoint a member of the 
Council to fill the balance of 
the term with the consent of 
the Board of Trustees.

D) Vacancies. In the event 
of a vacancy in the Past 
President representative 
position, the  AAID President 
will appoint a member of the 
Council to fill the balance of 
the term with the consent of 
the Board of Trustees.

Proposed Bylaws Amendments, Slate of Officers, and Candidate for Board Secretary
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Scan the QR Code to the left to access instructions and templates for creating these 
marketing resources that will be featured on AAID’s public-facing website (aaid-implant.org) 
and can be posted to your practice website. We’ve streamlined the development process 
for these resources so it doesn’t take you a lot of time or effort. Once completed, you will 
have marketing materials that are personalized, relevant and engaging. 

Strengthen your practice promotions and gain more from your AAID membership by 
being featured on aaid-implant.org and tapping into these marketing resources now.

Follow AAID LifeSmiles 
on social media, too!AAID-IMPLANT.ORG 

Patient case studies Video case studies Blog postings

3 Easy Ways to  
Increase Awareness  
for Your Practice

3 Easy Ways to  
Increase Awareness  
for Your Practice
Check out the dental implant success 
stories your AAID colleagues are 
sharing on our public-facing website:  
aaid-implant.org/category/
what-patients-say

Check out the dental implant success 
stories your AAID colleagues are 
sharing on our public-facing website:  
aaid-implant.org/category/
what-patients-say

AAID News_2024 August Ad_vFNL.indd   1AAID News_2024 August Ad_vFNL.indd   1 7/30/24   5:09 PM7/30/24   5:09 PM

http://www.aaid-implant.org


Ruben Arebalo 
General Manager, Preat

Managing the Rising Restorative 
Complexities of a Modern  
Implant Practice

Clinical predictability has increased as implant 
dentistry has matured, but new restorative 
challenges have arisen for the practical 
restoration of implant cases.  Traditionally, 
dental implant treatment in the United  
States focuses on the aging population and 
acceptance of dental implants as a treatment 
option. There is an increase in the two types 
of patients who may challenge even  
the most mature practice: 1) patients  
who had implants placed years ago but 
never received delivery of the definitive 
restoration, and 2) those who received their 
restoration—at a different practice—and 
require continued care. 

Patient acceptance of the implant treatment 
plan allows the restorative team to plan  
the final restoration, abutment needed, 
tissue management, bone augmentation 
and modeling, and ideal implant positions 
necessary for the optimum result.  

The initial step with the “inherited patient,” 
regardless of the restorative need, is 
identifying the implant system placed. This 
was relatively simple decades ago but has 

become progressively more difficult.  
The proliferation of implant systems in  
the United States, plus an increase in  
dental tourism and implants placed out  
of the country, challenge even the most 
experienced implantologists.

Once the implant has been identified,  
the challenge of determining a restorative 
treatment plan with a potentially unfamiliar 
manufacturer and abutment portfolio remains. 
If the implant system has become obsolete, 
then you must hope a compatible alternative  
can be found to salvage the case. In either 
scenario, considerable time, effort and 
frustration may be expended to care for these 
patients appropriately.    

No practice is immune to these complexities. 
Even a large group practice with a formulary 
restored 15 different implants systems in 
the past year. However, the process can be 
simplified—even routine—if your primary 
restorative provider is one that has extensive 
restorative expertise, supports multiple  
implant systems, and has proven longevity. 

This is why partnering with a company like 
Preat is so important to the success of an 
implant practice.  Our 45 years of restorative 
expertise is critical for identifying implants 
and providing feasible solutions. When  
abutment options, indications, ordering  
process and the CAD library are consistent—
regardless of the implant system—it creates  
an efficient and predictable workflow in  
the practice and lab, providing optimum 
patient satisfaction.

The process can be simplified—even  

routine—if your primary restorative  

provider is one that has extensive restorative 

expertise, supports multiple implant systems, 

and has proven longevity. 
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Artificial Intelligence (AI) has become an 

integral part of our daily lives. OpenAI 

ChatGPT is a well-known example of AI 

technology that utilizes natural language 

processing to engage in human-like 

conversations. However, the capabilities 

of AI extend beyond simple tasks, and it 

excels at handling highly complex projects. 

The integration of AI technologies is 

poised to revolutionize implant dentistry 

by significantly reshaping the landscape 

of the field. This development promises 

to transform the delivery of implant care 

and has attracted considerable attention, 

especially in the healthcare sector, where AI 

shows significant promise for high returns 

on investment. Patients who witness their 

dentists using AI technology are highly 

impressed and more willing to accept the 

proposed treatment.

AIis
How

ORAL IMPLANTOLOGY
TRANSFORMING
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What is Artificial Intelligence?

AI is a branch of computer science that refers 
to the ability of computer systems to perform 
tasks that typically require human intelligence, 
such as understanding natural language, 
recognizing patterns, and making decisions. 
The AI field includes machine learning (ML), 
deep learning (DL), convolutional or artificial 
neural networks (C/ANNs), and robotics. In 
implant dentistry, ML, DL, and robotics are 
valuable for diagnosis, decision-making, 
predicting treatment outcomes, and treatment 
planning. A typical convolutional neural 
network (CNN) processes input data through 
convolution and a specific neuron-like 
architecture. Typical input data in dentistry 
include text (case records, laboratory reports), 
images (clinical images, x-rays), and sound. 
AI operates in two phases: training and 
testing. During training, the AI model learns 
features, relationships, and patterns of the 
data to make accurate predictions or 
decisions. In the testing phase, the trained AI 
model provides predictions for new data. In 
dentistry, AI is increasingly utilized to enhance 
diagnostic accuracy, streamline workflows, 
and improve patient outcomes.

What makes dentistry an ideal 
domain for implementing AI?

Dentistry presents an ideal domain for imple-
menting AI due to several key factors:

STRUCTURED DATA: Dental records 
typically include organized patient histories, 
treatment plans, and diagnostic codes. This 
data is ideal for processing and analysis 
by AI algorithms, enabling tasks such as 
predictive analytics and personalized treat-
ment planning. AI can rapidly analyze large 
amounts of patient data, including medi-
cal histories, dental records, and imaging 
results. This facilitates more comprehensive 
and efficient treatment planning, especially 
for complex procedures like dental implants.

IMAGE-INTENSIVE FIELD: Dentistry de-
pends on visual diagnostics such as X-rays, 
CT scans, and intraoral images. AI is highly 
effective at analyzing images and pattern 
recognition, making it well-suited for tasks 
that include detecting cavities, periodontal 
disease, and oral lesions with high accura-
cy. AI can also analyze bone density for im-
plant planning and identify the best implant 
placement sites.

EFFICIENCY IS A KEY need in dental 
practices, which often facetime constraints 
and high patient volumes. AI can signifi-
cantly improve efficiency by automating 
repetitive functions such as administrative 
tasks, quickly analyzing images, and offering 
prompt diagnostic support, implant place-
ment, and even robotic-assisted proce-
dures. This enables dental professionals to 

concentrate on patient care and complex 
decision-making, relieving them of some of 
the burdens of their workload. AI can offer 
impartial, data-driven insights that com-
plement the dentist's expertise, potentially 
reducing human bias and enhancing diag-
nostic accuracy.

AI can help create personalized treatment 
plans by analyzing patient-specific data, 
including custom implant designs optimized 
for each patient's physiological needs. This 
emphasis on personalized care reassures 
both dental professionals and their patients 
that they will receive the individualized atten-
tion they deserve.

PROVISION FOR PREDICTIVE ANA-
LYTICS: AI models can predict treatment 
outcomes and potential complications for 

Cover Story
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dentists, improving decision-making and pa-
tient care. It also enables virtual planning and 
simulation of implant procedures for practice 
and refinement before surgery.

These factors collectively make dentistry an 
excellent candidate for AI implementation, 
offering opportunities to enhance diagnostic 
accuracy, treatment planning, patient care, 
and overall practice efficiency.

What are the current applica-
tions of AI in Implant dentistry?

AI is not a distant dream but a present reality 
in implant dentistry. Its integration leads 
to advancements that enhance precision, 
efficiency, and patient outcomes. From 

recognizing implant types to predicting their 
success, and optimizing design to facilitating 
comprehensive assessments and treatment 
planning, AI is already making its mark in 
every aspect of implant dentistry.

IMPLANT TYPE RECOGNITION: AI models 
can be used to recognize different types of 
dental implants from radiographic images 
such as periapical and panoramic X-rays. 
These models have achieved high accuracy 
rates, ranging from 93.8% to 98%, making it 
easier for dental professionals to identify and 
select the appropriate implant type for each 
patient [1][3][4].

IMPLANT SUCCESS PREDICTION: AI 
models can predict the success of dental 
implants by analyzing various patient risk 
factors and clinical data. These models use 

input data such as bone density, oral health, 
and medical history to forecast outcomes 
like osteointegration success. The accura-
cy of these predictions varies, with studies 
reporting success rates between 62.4% and 
80.5% [1][3][4].

IMPLANT DESIGN OPTIMIZATION: AI is 
also employed to optimize the design of 
dental implants. By integrating finite element 
analysis (FEA) with AI models, researchers 
can improve implant designs to minimize 
stress at the implant-bone interface, optimize 
porosity, length, and diameter, and accu-
rately determine the elastic modulus of the 
implant-bone interface. This optimization can 
reduce stress by up to 36.6% compared to 
traditional methods [1][3][4]. AI algorithms 
also assist in selecting the most suitable im-
plant type and size based on patient-specific 
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data. These predictive tools help dentists 
choose implants that offer the highest 
chances of success, significantly influencing 
the overall outcome of the procedure [2][5].

COMPREHENSIVE ASSESSMENT AND 
TREATMENT PLANNING: AI-driven soft-
ware enables comprehensive assessments 
of the implant site, analyzing bone structure 
and identifying potential challenges. This 
allows for more informed treatment deci-
sions and personalized treatment plans that 
consider unique patient factors such as bone 
density and oral anatomy [2][5].

VIRTUAL IMPLANT PLACEMENT AND 
SIMULATION: AI facilitates virtual implant 
placement and simulation, allowing dentists to 
practice and refine their surgical approach be-
fore the actual procedure. This virtual planning 
helps ensure optimal results and minimizes 
the risk of errors during surgery [2][5].

REAL-TIME SURGICAL GUIDANCE: AI-pow-
ered augmented reality (AR) systems provide 
real-time guidance during implant placement. 
Dentists can use AR glasses that overlay 
critical information onto their field of view, en-
suring precise implant positioning. Additionally, 
AI-integrated robotic systems can assist in the 
placement process, offering a level of precision 
that is difficult to achieve manually [2][5].

POST-OPERATIVE MONITORING: AI 
extends its benefits to post-operative care 
by facilitating continuous monitoring of the 
implant and overall oral health. This ongoing 
assessment helps in the early detection of 
potential issues and ensures the long-term 
success of the implant [2].

How does AI contribute to  
personalized treatment plans  
in dentistry?

AI significantly enhances personalized treat-
ment plans in dentistry by leveraging several 
key mechanisms. It analyzes extensive 
patient data—including medical histories, 
dental records, imaging results, and genetic 
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information—to identify patterns and tailor 
treatment plans to individual risk factors 
and needs. Predictive analytics allow AI to 
forecast treatment outcomes and potential 
complications based on unique patient 
characteristics, enabling customized plans 
that optimize success and reduce risks. 
AI systems also create virtual simulations 
of treatment outcomes, helping visualize 
various options, particularly in orthodontics 
and cosmetic dentistry. In implant planning, 
AI algorithms simulate implant placements 
and optimize positioning based on bone 
structure and density.

Additionally, AI incorporates genetic and 
environmental factors into treatment strat-
egies, suggests personalized preventive 
measures, and prioritizes treatments based 
on urgency and patient preferences. Con-
tinuous learning from treatment outcomes 
allows AI to refine recommendations 
while integrating data from multiple dental 
specialties and general health information, 
which results in more holistic care. Finally, 
AI considers patient preferences, lifestyle, 
and compliance to propose treatment 
plans that are both clinically effective and 
practically acceptable, ultimately leading 
to more effective treatments and improved 
patient outcomes.

What are the primary ethical 
concerns with AI in dentistry?

Integrating AI in dentistry brings several 
ethical concerns that must be addressed to 
ensure responsible and effective use. Here 
are some of the significant ethical concerns.

PRIVACY AND DATA PROTECTION AND 
INFORMED CONSENT: AI systems often 
use large datasets containing sensitive 
patient information. Protecting this data 
is crucial for maintaining patient trust and 
adhering to HIPAA-related legal standards. 
Unauthorized access must be prevented, 
and patients should be fully informed about 
AI's role in their treatment, including its 
benefits, limitations, and risks, with informed 
consent obtained.

TRANSPARENCY, ACCOUNTABILITY, 
AND RESPONSIBILITY: Understanding 
how AI-driven recommendations are made 
is essential for patients and practitioners. 
Concerns about algorithmic bias and ac-
countability arise, mainly when errors occur. 
Clear lines of responsibility are needed to 
address who is liable—the AI developer, the 
practitioner, or both.

EQUITY AND ACCESS: While AI can po-
tentially improve dental care access, it could 
also exacerbate existing disparities. Ensuring 
that AI technologies are accessible to all pa-
tients, regardless of socioeconomic status, is 
vital for promoting equity in dental care.

PROFESSIONAL INTEGRITY AND PA-
TIENT INTERACTION: AI should support, 
not replace, the human elements of care. 

Maintaining empathy, communication, and 
the doctor-patient relationship is crucial for 
patient trust and satisfaction.

ETHICAL USE AND PRUDENCE: AI must 
be used to enhance patient care rather than 
just for technological advancement. It should 
comply with existing healthcare regulations 
and undergo rigorous testing to ensure 
safety and effectiveness, with careful con-
sideration of its long-term impact on patient 
health and the dental profession.

Why has the adoption of AI in 
dentistry been relatively slow?

HIGH INITIAL COSTS AND INTEGRATION 
CHALLENGES: The significant upfront 
investment in hardware, software, and 
training for AI systems can be prohibitive, 
particularly for smaller practices. Additionally, 
incorporating AI into existing dental practice 
management systems and workflows pres-
ents technical challenges, complicating the 
adoption process.

COMPLEXITY, LEARNING CURVE, AND RE-
SISTANCE TO CHANGE: AI technologies can 
be complex and require significant time and 
effort for dental professionals to learn and inte-
grate into their workflows, creating a daunting 
learning curve. Additionally, some practitioners 
may resist adopting AI due to a preference for 
traditional methods and concerns about AI 
replacing their expertise. Limited awareness of 
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1	 Pearl: Develops AI solutions for dental 
imaging analysis, including detection of 
pathologies and restorations in x-rays.

	 Pearl - The future of dentistry, powered by 
dental AI. (hellopearl.com)

2	 Overjet: Received FDA clearance for 
AI technology used in dental imaging, 
including applications for younger patients.

3	 Dexis: Developed DTX Studio Clinic, 
an AI-powered dental imaging and 
diagnosis software.

4	 VideaHealth: Created AI software for 
dental imaging analysis and periodontal 
disease assessment.

5	 Apteryx: Offers AI solutions for  
dental imaging.

6	 V7Labs: Provides AI tools for  
dental applications.

7	 Denti.ai: Develops AI solutions for  
dental diagnostics.

8	 DentBird: Offers cloud-based AI-powered 
CAD solutions for dental prosthetics.

9	 3Shape: Incorporates AI in their dental 
CAD/CAM software, including automated 
design features for restorations.

10	 SprintRay: Integrates AI features in 
their RayCloud software for 3D printing 
applications in dentistry.

11	 iTero: Implements AI diagnostics for 2D 
X-rays in their intraoral scanner software.

12	 ORCA Dental AI: Provides AI-based 
imaging solutions and diagnostic 
reports for various dental specialties, 
including implantology.

13	 Align Technology: While not explicitly 
mentioned in the search results, Align 
Technology is known to incorporate AI in its 
clear aligner and digital dentistry solutions.

14	 Straumann: Although primarily an 
implant manufacturer, they have invested 
in AI technologies for treatment planning 
and diagnostics.

15	 Nobel Biocare: Similar to Straumann, 
they are exploring AI applications in 
implant dentistry.

16	 Planmeca: Develops AI-enhanced 
imaging solutions for dentistry, including 
implant planning.

17	 Carestream Dental: Offers  
AI-powered software for dental  
imaging and diagnostics.

18	 Dental Monitoring: Utilizes AI to monitor 
dental treatments, including implant 
cases, remotely.

19	 Dentlytix: Provides AI-powered analytics 
for dental practices, including implant 
treatment planning.

20	 Dentify: Develops AI solutions for dental 
image analysis and treatment planning.

LIST OF FEW INDUSTRY LEADERS IN THE AI APPLICATIONS IN IMPLANT DENTISTRY:

Cover Story

AI's potential benefits and applications further 
exacerbates this resistance.

LACK OF STANDARDIZATION AND CON-
CERNS ABOUT ACCURACY: The absence 
of industry-wide standards for AI in dentistry 
creates uncertainty about which systems to 
adopt and how to integrate them effectively. 
Additionally, skepticism regarding the accu-
racy and reliability of AI systems, particularly 
for critical diagnostic and treatment planning 
tasks, further complicates their adoption.

LIMITED LARGE-SCALE STUDIES AND 
REGULATORY HURDLES: Despite growing 
evidence of AI's effectiveness in dentistry, there 
is a need for more comprehensive, long-term 
studies to fully demonstrate its benefits and 
safety. Additionally, evolving regulations for AI 
in healthcare contribute to uncertainty and can 
slow down adoption. Ensuring transparency in 
how AI algorithms make decisions is essential 
for building trust and meeting regulatory re-
quirements. "Black box" AI models that are not 
easily interpretable pose challenges for clinical 
acceptance and regulatory approval.

DATA PRIVACY, SECURITY CONCERNS, 
AND ETHICAL CONSIDERATIONS: The 
use of AI in dentistry involves handling large 
amounts of patient data, raising significant 
concerns about privacy, security, and com-
pliance with regulations like HIPAA. Addition-
ally, there are ongoing ethical debates about 
AI in healthcare, including accountability is-
sues and the potential for bias in algorithms.

LIABILITY AND ACCOUNTABILITY: Deter-
mining who is legally responsible when AI sys-
tems make errors or lead to adverse outcomes 
is a major challenge. Clear frameworks need to 
be established to address liability issues when 
AI is involved in clinical decision-making.

PATIENT ACCEPTANCE: Although patients 
are generally more accepting of treatments 
planned with the assistance of AI systems, 
some individuals may feel uneasy about AI 
involvement in their dental care and may 
prefer traditional human-only approaches.

Addressing these challenges through edu-
cation, improved interfaces, more affordable 
solutions, clear regulations, and demonstrat-
ed benefits will be crucial for accelerating AI 
adoption in dentistry.

[1]	 https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/34144789/

[2]	 https://www.mdpi.com/2306-5354/11/8/778

[3]	 https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0022391321002729

[4]	 https://www.researchgate.net/publication/352449998_Artificial_intelligence_applications_
in_implant_dentistry_A_systematic_review

[5]	 https://hallmarkdds.com/role-of-artificial-intelligence-in-dental-implant/
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AAIDF: Thank you R’Nita for joining us. 
We've been really looking forward to 
talking with you, especially since Dr. 
Edward Kusek has said so many good 
things about working with you as a part of 
our Smile, Veteran! program and helping 
to restore your smile. I wanted to ask you 
about your experience overall. You told 
me that you had more feeling when eating 
that wasn't painful, but more so just having 
more sensation when eating. Can you tell 
us a little bit about that?

R’Nita Rabelias: Yeah, so one of my, and 
I can't even call it a fear, it was just I had 
expected that using the implant teeth I might 
not have feeling in my teeth. And I thought 
that that might just be part of what comes with 
the feature. It's a feature, not a glitch, that you 
can't feel your teeth. And I was pleasantly sur-
prised once I got the uppers done that they 
do, they feel so much like real teeth. I can feel 
when I'm biting, I can feel the teeth. It's like the 
vibrations in chewing your food or speaking 
or just running your lips across your teeth. It 
feels just like natural teeth.

AAIDF: It sounds like Dr. Kusek was able 
to give you a transformation in your experi-
ence when going to the dentist, too.

R’Nita Rabelias: Absolutely. My experience 
with dental care and dental hygiene has 
been a real struggle my whole entire life. We 
didn't have insurance for dental work, so my 
only real dental experience from youth was 
my first tooth with a cavity that was pulled 
when I was five.

When I went into the Air Force, I was 
stationed in Japan and was able to remain 
in place long enough to get orthodontics 
done and oral surgery done to straighten 
my teeth. Not everybody in the military has 
that benefit. For the oral surgery part of it, 
they had to cut the labial pendulum, that 
little tendon that holds your lip to your top 
jaw, the top teeth. And they cut my upper 
jaw into three pieces and rearranged them. 
And they straightened the teeth, but they're 
still the straight teeth. They weren't perfect 
either. You're still dealing with your old 
teeth, they're not even, and the straight-

ness was only temporary. They kind of 
gradually go back to being crooked again. 
And so I felt just from that experience, I 
was glad to be able to have that, but it 
wasn't a permanent solution.

But that surgery did change the shape of 
my face, and I think I wish that I hadn't done 
it that way, but it’s those kinds of struggles 
that I was having. I was finding a dentist that 
could do some strategy to fix my face, fix my 
teeth, and it was only partial. My first ques-
tion to dentists was, ‘can I get implants?’ 
And the answer was always, ‘that's really, 
really expensive. You want to keep your teeth 
as long as you can. They'll never be as good 
as your natural teeth.’

And so I went back to my insurance provid-
er and looked through the list and found Dr. 
Kusek's office and he had implant dentistry 
right in his title of the program. I had the 
confidence that it was all done in-house. It 
wasn't ‘do it here and then go across the 

SMILE, VETERAN!™

Since the launch of the Smile, Veteran! program in 2019, the American Academy of Implant Dentistry 
Foundation (AAIDF) has helped several veterans who otherwise couldn’t afford implants receive 
dental work from AAID member dentists. These participating dentists have built strong relationships 
with their veteran patients by providing them with dental care at no cost.

The AAIDF invites credentialed members to join the program and change the lives of even more 
veterans. These veterans honorably served in the Korean War, Vietnam War, and World War II. Each 

of them suffered injuries during their service that left them without the confidence of a beautiful and 
healthy smile. Each case is reviewed by our esteemed dentists, and a treatment plan is devel-

oped to restore dental health and give the vet newfound pride in his or her smile.

You can make a difference – join the effort to change lives by volunteering for the Smile, Veteran! 
program today. Email foundation@aaid.com to find out how you can change a veteran’s life.

Recently, the AAIDF sat down with veteran R’Nita Rabelias, a participant  
in the Smile, Veteran! program to get her thoughts on how her dental  

implant procedure changed her life.
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street and do some little thing.’ Now after 
all of these fits and starts that I had been 
through, I wanted to do some research 
before I actually walked into the office. And 
that's when I found the Smile, Veteran! pro-
gram that he had listed.

And just walking into his office after having 
all of the previous experiences that I had, 
the way that his office is set up, the way 
that everybody, literally, I felt like I was 
walking into the Major Leagues, having 
played Little League for my entire life. 
Everything was just so professional. They 
knew exactly what needed to be done, put 
me right into a road path for oral surgery 
and for the implants. They didn't waste any 
time on, ‘well, we've got to do this preven-
tive care, nickel and dime with the small 
dental stuff. Just let's start this.’

AAIDF: How would you say that being a 
part of the program and getting this work 
from Dr. Kusek has helped you so far?

R’Nita Rabelias: I feel so much less 
self-conscious about smiling. I'm able to, 
at long last, eat a sandwich with a tomato 
in it and not come out with tomato all over 
myself. I think even the way that I chew my 
food has improved drastically because be-
fore with all these fits and starts and trying 
to manipulate and get the dentist to give me 
what I was looking for, we were pulling teeth 
instead of if I had a cavity, had a crown, 
anything, anything major that needed work 
or was causing me pain, I just started being 
like, ‘don't do the root canal, just pull it out. 
Don't do those three cavities, just pull it out.’ 
I had fewer teeth than I should have anyway, 
but even with all the teeth when they were 
crooked like that, even after the Air Force 
orthodontics, I was never able to bite prop-
erly to chew my food.

And like I said, Smile, Veteran! actually puts 
it within reach. We all got free medical, free 
dental while during our service in the military, 
but it's limited to the essential work. Anything 
elective wasn't covered.

AAIDF: Two different things I want to 
hear your perspective on. What would 
you say to a veteran looking to apply to 
the program and what would you say to a 

dentist who's thinking about doing what 
Dr. Kusek is doing?

R’Nita Rabelias: For a veteran, I would 
say that yes, what they tell you, your 
natural teeth are always going to be the 
best. But I don’t know that there are a lot 
of people that are that lucky. Implants are 
so much the better choice I would recom-
mend even for, not even for veterans, but 
I would recommend every person in their 
midlife, like in their fifties, to sit back and 
consider, ‘how is my dental health? What 
are the pain points of my dental care?’ 
Implants feel like a fresh new outlook on 
life with a new smile.

[For AAID credentialed dentists], I would 
say that providing this service is such a 
blessing. You can't replace it with a bigger 
retirement check. You can't replace it with 
other benefits. It is more above and be-
yond a benefit.

Sometimes military services, you sign up 
and you don't know what you're going to 
be asked to do. I think the benefits that 
the military gets are they kind of make up 
for the fact that you don't get paid, and 
you can't pay your military people because 

it's not income or it's not a profit driven 
industry. And so what you can do for your 
military veterans is to provide them ben-
efits, discounts, or wherever that is. And 
even if it's not a hundred percent, even just 
bringing it down 50% to put those implants 
closer in reach than that they might have 
ever been able to consider. But I think the 
majority biggest thing is the fact that while 
they were in the military service, they were 
not able to seek the dental care that some-
body that’s in the regular private sector 
industry might've been able to afford with 
their private sector insurance.

AAIDF: The things that you said about the 
impact of our program, what impacts it can 
make, and the changes that the doctor can 
make in that veteran's life, some of what 
you said was just so perfectly stated.

R’Nita Rabelias: Thanks for giving me the 
opportunity to spell it out and hopefully 
have an impact on others.
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This course will demonstrate a series of simple and cost-effective uses for bone regeneration focused on
one-step alveolar ridge preservation using the OsteoGen® Bone Grafting Plugs without a membrane. Speakers
will review surgical techniques for both everyday tooth extractions as well as advanced surgical procedures
for ridge preservation, sinus lift and grafting around immediately-placed implants. The course will also
explain platelet rich fibrin (PRF) in combination with novel biomaterials to achieve predictable clinical results.

Join Us for a Course at the 2024 AAID Annual Meeting

One-Step Alveolar Ridge Preservation 
Without the Need for a Membrane

And Enhancing the Implant Site with PRF

• Demonstrate simple, predictable and cost-effective socket grafting techniques without the use of a 
membrane using the OsteoGen® Bone Grafting Plugs

• Review additional surgical applications covering post-extraction grafting around immediate implant 
placement including filling interproximal and facial gaps after extraction using OsteoGen® Plugs and Strips

• Learn novel techniques for successful sinus elevation and bone grafting for implant placement
• Discuss the clinical rationale and biologic advantages of PRF

COURSE OBJECTIVES 

Non-Ceramic Bioactive 
Resorbable Crystal

Bone Graft

Type I Bovine Achilles 
Tendon Collagen

 

Large
10mm

20mm

Slim
6mm

25mm

Extra Large
15mm

20mm
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DATE:      Friday, November 15, 1:30pm - 5:30pm
LOCATION:  Hyatt Regency Atlanta
SPEAKERS:  Dr. Timothy F. Kosinski, DDS
             Dr. Mike E. Calderón, DDS

Dr. Timothy F. Kosinski, DDS Dr. Mike E. Calderón, DDS

www.impladentltd.com   |   800-526-9343

https://www.impladentltd.com/


AAID’s Legal Efforts: Valuable for 
Members, the Profession, and the Public

By Max G. Moses,
JD, CPA, MBA

AAID: Dr. Provenzale, you are currently the 
chair of the AAID Legal Oversight Commit-
tee. How long have you been a part of the 
Legal Oversight Committee?

Dr. Provenzale: I have had the privilege of 
serving on the Legal Oversight Committee 
since 2019. I would like to provide a little 
background on the formation of the com-
mittee. A few short years prior to my first 
appointment to the LOC, this committee did 
not even exist. Dr. Bernee Dunson (2019-
2020 AAID President) recognized that often 
the AAID’s Board of Trustees encountered 
obstacles in scrutinizing the many legal com-
plexities encountered as well as being able 
to reach a timely consensus regarding the 
AAID’s legal efforts. Dr. Dunson recommend-
ed the formation of this new committee and 
it was promptly approved by the Board of 
Trustees. In my opinion, Dr. Dunson’s recom-
mendation turned out to be most prescient 
and has proven to be a great benefit to the 
AAID and its members.

AAID: Dr. DuCoin, you hold a unique posi-
tion on the AAID Legal Oversight Commit-
tee. You are not only a member of the LOC 

but served as president of the AAID in 2004. 
What have you seen change about AAID’s 
legal efforts since the turn of the century?

Dr. DuCoin: Actually, I have to go back 
about eight years before that, to 1996 when 
I was a Southern District representative on 
the Board of Trustees. Our Academy had 
been actively pursuing specialty status 
for implant dentistry through the normal, 
traditional channels defined by the American 
Dental Association. When it became obvious 
to then-president Hilt Tatum that we were 
chasing windmills, he asked Attorney Frank 
Recker, who was the 2023 recipient of AAID’s 
highest award, the Gershkoff-Goldberg Me-
morial Award, to simply write to each state 
and see what their prohibitions were against 
AAID members citing and advertising our 
bona fide credentials.

The responses were varied, and it was 
decided that some members in a few states, 
notably California and Florida, would file suit 
against their state dental board for violating 
First Amendment rights to commercial free 
speech. These suits generally resulted in 
Court decisions in AAID’s favor, but many 

Editor’s Note: We asked Dr. Donald Provenzale, 

current chair of AAID’s Legal Oversight Committee, 

and Dr. Francis DuCoin, an AAID Past President and 

member of the Legal Oversight Committee who was 

there at the beginning of AAID’s legal efforts in 1996, 

to give their perspectives on the nearly 28 years of AA-

ID’s organized legal activities to improve the status of 

implant dentistry. The following is their take, with only 

minor editing for clarity and length.

Dr. Francis DuCoin

Dr. Donald Provenzale
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times the state legislatures would then sim-
ply rewrite the existing laws to add language 
to circumvent the court orders.

In 2004, the AAID had one of our cases go 
all the way to the Supreme Court of the Unit-
ed States. Four Justices must agree that the 
case has merit to be reviewed by the entire 
Court, but unfortunately only three Justices 
were in favor of hearing our case, so it was 
not reviewed. Thus, we missed this milestone 
by only one vote.

Since the “turn of the century” (I can’t believe 
I’m writing that!), our Academy has continued 
to find the most effective and cost beneficial 
methods to advance our Academy’s creden-
tials. This has included both State and Federal 
District Court cases, with some landmark 
results, including successfully challenging the 
ADA’s right to be recognized by state law to 
determine what defines a specialty.

AAID: Dr. Provenzale, what do you believe 
to have been the most important activities by 
the LOC during your time on the committee?

Dr. Provenzale: It is worth noting that as a 
dental implant organization, only the AAID’s 
(as well as its affiliated specialty board, 
the American Board of Oral Implantology/
Implant Dentistry (ABOI/ID) credentials 
are legally recognized as bona fide by the 
Courts. In that vein, during my time with the 
LOC, we have developed a double-pronged 
long-term strategy:

1.	Identifying and addressing challenges to 
AAID’s and ABOI’s hard-fought recogni-
tion of our credentials

2.	Identifying and proactively undertaking 
efforts to expand the recognition of AAID 
and ABOI/ID credentials

AAID: Dr. DuCoin, how about you? What 
do you believe have been the most import-
ant activities by the LOC during your time 
on the committee?

Dr. DuCoin: As mundane as it sounds, to me 
the most important activity is simply to oversee 
our fiduciary responsibility to our members.

We play a very significant strategic role in 
advising the BOT on which legal activities 

should be pursued, and this is not an easy 
task. Fortunately, we have some very intelli-
gent and talented members on the LOC, and 
our open discussions and varied opinions 
lead us to an informed consensus to present 
to the BOT.

While the LOC saves the BOT time in 
helping with the strategic planning when 
it comes to the bills due, budgets, and 
projected expenses, that is where the LOC 
really gives our Academy a solid foundation 
on which to move forward. Over the past 28 
years of my involvement and observation 
of the BOT, I’ve seen times when it seemed 
legal expenses were out of control, when 
cases where we had “invested” 10's to 100's 
of thousands of dollars almost got canceled 
by a vote by the BOT, or disagreements 
on which direction the Academy should 
proceed, if proceed at all. There have been 
times when some on the BOT felt we should 
cease all of our legal efforts.

The LOC’s solid guidance to the BOT, which 
actually has the final say, has greatly helped 
to provide a clearer and financially respon-
sible path.

AAID: Dr. Provenzale, how do you see the 
legal efforts of the AAID benefiting the mem-
bers of the AAID, the profession of implant 
dentistry, and the public at large?

Dr. Provenzale: The AAID is a trusted 
source for the evaluation of competence of 
providers in the field of implant dentistry. 
This creates a win-win situation in that the 
public can be assured that our court-rec-
ognized credentials truly reflect a high 
level of expertise in the field. Our profes-
sion benefits because the AAID and ABOI 
credential gives dentists a benchmark that 
must be attained in order to be assured 
that they, individually, have achieved a 
particular standard of expertise. Additional-
ly, AAID and/or ABOI credentials can be an 
important factor in choosing a colleague 
when referring a patient.

AAID: Dr. DuCoin, how do you see the legal 
efforts of the AAID benefitting the members 
of the AAID, the profession of implant den-
tistry, and the public at large?

Dr. DuCoin: Without AAID’s legal efforts, 
most of our members would not even be 
able to announce, on any of their public in-
formation material, that they hold bona fide 
credentials with the AAID. Dental implant 
education and training have significantly 
changed in the past 30 years. However, 
it’s not the training but the education and 
ability to use and demonstrate this educa-
tion for the protection of our patients that 
is most important. Our education, testing, 
documentation, and credentialing system 
sets the AAID far above any other implant 
organization and on par with (or above) 
most other dental academies.

To have demonstrated our abilities and not 
being able to announce this would be a 
disservice to our patients and the pub-
lic. This is what benefits our members. It 
has also helped not just the profession of 
implant dentistry, but many other dental 
disciplines have also significantly ben-
efitted from our efforts and have greatly 
appreciated our results.

AAID: Dr. Provenzale, what advice do you 
plan to give your successor as chair of 
the LOC?

Dr. Provenzale: I have the utmost confi-
dence in my successor, Dr. Bill Anderson. 
He is a past member of the Ohio Dental 
Board and has served on the LOC for sev-
eral years. He is intimately familiar with both 
sides of the legal wrangling encountered in 
defense of our credentials. I know that he 
will not allow AAID and ABOI/ID credentials 
to be compromised in any way. My only ad-
vice to Dr. Anderson would be to continue 
to be who he is.

AAID: Dr. DuCoin, what would you like to 
see AAID’s legal efforts accomplish over 
the next 20 years?

Dr. DuCoin: I feel at a bare minimum they 
should be able to freely and openly inform 
the public and other health care profes-
sionals that we have bona fide credentials 
in the most prestigious dental academy 
on the planet, the American Academy of 
Implant Dentistry.
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2025 Board Secretary Candidate: Daniel Domingue, DDS, FAAID, DABOI/ID

Dr. Daniel Domingue is a Lafayette, Louisiana native who has dedicated his career 
to advancing the field of implant dentistry. A graduate of LSU and its School of Den-
tistry, Dr. Domingue further honed his skills at Brookdale University Hospital and 
Medical Center in New York City. His extensive postgraduate training includes a 
General Practice Residency, Implantology Fellowship, and numerous prestigious 
awards and honors, culminating in the distinction of being the youngest person 
to achieve Diplomate of the American Board of Oral Implantology worldwide. As a 
dedicated member of the dental community, Dr. Domingue serves as President and 
Founder of the Acadiana Southern Society and has received the Paul Johnson Ser-
vice Award from the American Academy of Implant Dentistry.

Proposed Bylaws Amendments, Slate of Officers, and Candidate for Board Secretary

Dr. Daniel Domingue
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A SIMPLY SMARTER FULLY GUIDED 
SOLUTION, DESIGNED FOR YOU.
Experience a single keyless kit, a streamlined surgical protocol, and  
extensive digital integrations that unlock a more predictable outcome.

Copyright ©2024 All rights reserved. Product images are not necessarily to scale. Implant Direct, the Implant Direct logotype and all other trademarks are, if nothing else is stated or is evident from the 
context in a certain case, trademarks of Implant Direct. In order to improve readability, Implant Direct does not use TM/® in the running text. Implant Direct does not waive any right to the trademark or 
registered mark and nothing herein shall be construed to the contrary. Dr. Christian Yaste is a paid consultant of Implant Direct but was not compensated for this testimonial. Some products may not be 
regulatory cleared/released for sale in all markets. Please contact the local Implant Direct sales office for current product assortment and availability. For prescription use only. Caution: Federal (United 
States) law restricts this device to sale by or on the order of a licensed dentist. See Instructions For Use for full prescribing information, including indications, contraindications, warnings, and precau-
tions. In an effort to protect patient care, Implant Direct strongly encourages responsible training and knowledge prior to the integration of new surgical and non-surgical techniques. AD-194990 Rev 00

www.implantdirect.com | 888.649.6425

simplysmarterTM

“ DIRECTguideTM is unbelievably easy to use. It has everything  
I need to place a wide range of implants in one streamlined  
surgical solution. I am considerably more efficient during  
surgery with DIRECTguideTM. 

Christian Yaste, DDS
Ballantyne Center for Dentistry
Charlotte, NC

VISIT 
BOOTH #213

for a look at the NEW 
DIRECTguide!

DIRECTguide Ad AAID.indd   1DIRECTguide Ad AAID.indd   1 7/3/2024   11:15:52 AM7/3/2024   11:15:52 AM
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Editor’s Note: Because of your busy schedule, you may not have time to read the 
dozen or so articles in each issue of the Journal of Oral Implantology. In this section 
of AAID News, we select a few articles that have broad applicability to daily practice 
and provide a brief summary of key points so you can decide if you wish to read 
the complete article. The following articles are from Volume 50, Issue 3 (2024).

CLINICAL CASE REPORT

Reconstruction of the Fully Edentulous Maxilla Using Sinus Grafts and Bone 
Expansion: A Retrospective Analysis of 50 Consecutive Cases

In this retrospective study researchers analyzed 25 years of follow-up data on a series of 
50 cases that involved reconstruction of the fully edentulous maxilla using sinus grafts, 
bone expansion, and classic crown and bridge in order to restore to normal contour, health, 
function, comfort and esthetics.
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CLINICAL CASE REPORT

Displacement of Zygomatic Implant 
in Infratemporal Region in a Case of 
COVID-19-Associated Mucormycosis

Researchers in this case report present 
a never been reported before, rare 
complication related to the placement 
of a zygomatic implant in a patient with 
COVID-19-associated mucormycosis who 
underwent operation.

CLINICAL CASE REPORT

All-on-4 Concept With Use Of Zygoma 
Implants for Rehabilitation in the 
Severely Atrophied Maxilla With a 
Definitive Immediate Restoration

In this article authors illustrate to the general 
practitioner that the use of sygoma implants 
in such constellations may offer a solution 
to attain a fixed, rapid, and financially 
acceptable proshetic rehabilitation.
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JOI Sampler

 

•   Ankylos® C/X
•   Astra Tech® EV/Osseospeed® TX
•   XIVE® 
•   BioHorizons® Internal 
•   Camlog® 
•   NobelActive® Active/Replace
•   Nobel Replace Select™
•   Nobel Brånemark
•   Straumann® Bone/Tissue level
•   Neodent® – Coming Soon!

OverdenSURE®

 Attachment System
Supports over 12 different implant systems

Need a better connection?

Restoring Daily Life.®

To learn more, come see us at Booth 326 at the 
AAID Annual Meeting or visit www.zimvie.com

CLINICAL CASE REPORT

Enhancing Precision and Efficiency 
in Fabricating Complete Arch Screw-
Retained Implant Prosthesis: A Clinical 
Case Report Utilizing the Nexus iOS 
Scan Gauge System

In this case report, authors explain the 
clinical sequence and accuracy of a 
complete arch multi-unit abutment level 
scan using Nexus iOS scan gauges. When 
used, this technique will exclude the need 
for analog verification and complete delivery 
of "All on 6" prostheses without needing a 
physical master cast.
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S.I.N. 360
events@sindentalusa.com

(866) 507-9315
7755 E Gray Rd. Scottsdale, AZ 85260

Visit our website

3D Rendered Model

The S.I.N. 360 Full Arch Digital Workflow is a 
comprehensive system designed to meet 
and exceed the requirements for a full arch 
specializing practice.

• Eliminate verification jigs and become 100% 
model-less.

• Reduce complications and chairside time.
• Streamline a process that your entire team can 

utilize.
• Improve doctor & patient experience with less 

invasive tools.
• Reduce ‘cost per full arch’ to half the industry 

standard.

Full Arch Digital Workflow

• 16° Morse Taper
• Exclusive Cervical Micro Threads
• Hybrid Macrogeometry
• Double Acid Etching On All Surfaces
• Immediate Loading
• Superior Results In Bone Formation

• Lightweight Device, 1.1 lbs
• (1) Soft Tissue Scan Body & 

Photogrammetry Scans
• Simplified Process for Producing a 

Quality Case
• Replace Scan Bodies Individually
• Minimal Calibration Needed
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CLINICAL DENTAL IMPLANT  
SCIENCE RESEARCH

The Relationship of Low-Serum Vitamin 
D and Early Dental Implant Failure

Authors of this article evaluated whether 
low, presurgical serum vitamin D levels have 
detrimental effects that result in early dental 
implant failures.

CLINICAL

Identification of the Incisive Branch 
of the Inferior Alveolar Nerve of 
Edentulous Mandibles Using Cone-Beam 
Computerised Tomography

In this study we see the use of CBCT 
imaging to determine the neurologic 
anatomy of the anterior, interforaminal, and 
edentulous mandibles, with a focus on the 
presence and frequency of the IB of the IAN.

JOI Sampler

Feel the precision of 
robotic implant surgery

Treatment expansion
Increased practice efficiency
Better patient + team experience

implants placed with 
Yomi — and counting50K
Scan or visit 
neocis.com 
to learn more

AAID Annual Conference
November 13-16  |  Atlanta

BOOTH 

104

http://neocis.com
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The AAID is pleased to welcome the following new members who joined  
between May 6, 2024 and July 24, 2024. The list is organized by state, with the  
new member’s city included. International members are listed by country and  
province (if applicable). If you joined the AAID recently and your name does  
not appear below, it will be listed in the next issue of AAID News.

PLEASE WELCOME THESE NEW MEMBERS IN YOUR AREA

UNITED STATES

California
Lynn Atkinson, Torrance
Rima Gandhi. Union City
Mylea Hunter, Fullerton
Zena Rifai, Moraga
Benjamin Rosales, Pinole

Colorado
Nichole Anderson, Monument

Florida
Marcel Acris, Jacksonville
Michelle Kuznia, Fort Lauderdale
Julian Ortiz, Fort Lauderdale
Yerany Plasencia, Miami
Javier Ray, Miami
Ruba Reyal, Tampa
Fernando Rivera, Miami Lakes
Diana Rodriguez, Miami

Georgia
Kamarin Moon, Pendergrass

Illinois
Jacob Cassaro, Durand
Nathan Pinsky, Skokie

Indiana
Jin Cho, Indianapolis

Iowa
Salvador Atienza, Maquoketa

Maryland
Sunghyeok Hong, Gaithersburg
Juan Loyola, Resiterstown

Michigan
Samar Faraj, Dearborn
Paridhi Kimble, Jackson
Joanne Ly, Ypsilanti

Minnesota
Will Bauman, Lake Elmo

Mississippi
Evan Sobiesk, Hattiesburg

Nevada
Charles Buchanan, Las Vegas

New Jersey
Innocent Nwanya, Egg Harbor 
Township

New York
Gregory Lang, Rochester
Samuel Rizk, Brooklyn

North Carolina
Andrew Jackson, Waxhaw
Rafael Mendez, Mooresville
Ali Nili, Indian Trail

Ohio
Drew Davis, Columbus
Joshua Fromel, Canfield

Pennsylvania
Alan Bui, Philadelphia
Briana Falbo, Hatboro
Yonghua Guo, Greencastle

Puerto Rico
Eric Jimenez, San Juan

South Carolina
Karanjit Purewal, Greenville

Texas
Shweta Annaldasula, Abilene
Oscar Castillo, Spring Branch
Ola Hatem, Irving
Rolando Guerra, Laredo
Adhithiya Palaniswamy, Leander
Zehra Razvi, Sugar Land

Utah
Daniel Stephens, Salt Lake City
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Virginia
Zhanna Ali, Woodbridge
Harika Chadive, Arlington
Sahba Hesari, Vienna
Pouria Madjzoub, Alexandria
Ibrahim Masoud, Fairfax
Allison Tran, Richmond
Daniel Yeager, Henrico

West Virginia
Jarrod Branson, Princeton
Pratima Chandler, Shepherdstown

CANADA

Alberta
Nader Emami

Ontario
Kavita Bal

INTERNATIONAL

Brazil
Ricardo Antionio

China
Hongkui Yu

South Korea
Jun Kang
Naegyong Lee

United Arab Emirates
Wael Mohamed

STUDENT MEMBERS
Ali Hadian Amrei
Shalom Benzaquen
Scott Caine
Nathalie Cany
Ankita Chhabrani
Louis-Philippe Cloutier
Stacie Davis
Reegan DeBruycker
Sarah Doughty
Alexis Eichhorn
Amira El Daibani
Christine Espanto
Njera Frazier
Makenna Gibson
Michael Gnezda
Joshua Golbari
Lauren Hilton
Patrick Hoerning
Zane Hood
Yongtak Jeong
Gary Layton
Anthony Leon
Victoria Rueda Marshall
Jeremy McDoniell
Mallory McMurray
Marina Morgan
Bahij Natour
Tanner Nelson
Stephanie Ng
Luke Nordlie
Ryan Pannell
Giulia Suriano
Tia Van Suilichem
Geethu Venugopalan
Fariba Yaghoobi
Everett Yore
Zachary Zapata
Vivian Zhou
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Inspire, inform and increase your online visibility
Thousands of potential patients visit AAID-implant.org monthly 
for advice and guidance on dental implants and where to find a 
qualified dentist. Showcase the incredible ways dental implants 
change the lives of your patients with others on their dental 
implant journey.

We want to celebrate the amazing outcomes of your patients and 
inspire people to learn about your practice and the importance of 
choosing an AAID member dentist for treatment. Submit your story 
to us today and be featured!

1.  Inspire potential patients

2. Showcase your work to   
 thousands of new people

3. Build trust and credibility

4.  Produce more referral traffic 
to your website

5. Improve your online visibility

5 Benefits of Sharing 
Your Patient Story:

Leverage our web traffic:

REACH PATIENTS & BUILD TRUST:

Share a success story 
on AAID’s website 

2,698 
Questions for “Ask 
a Dental Implant 

Expert” alone  
(all time) 

137,000
Website traffic 
sessions over  
the last year

48,841 
Blog post  

views over the 
last year

Check out the dental implant success stories your AAID colleagues 
are sharing on our public-facing website:  
aaid-implant.org/category/what-patients-say

How to Submit Your Story

1. Choose your favorite dental implant patient success stories

2.  Get your patient’s permission to share their story and ask them  
to provide:

 a.  A short testimonial about their results or improvements
 b.  A well-lit, high-resolution portrait/headshot of patient

3. Write the story in 400-600 words. Break it into 3 paragraphs:  
 Challenge, Solution, Results

4. Submit the story and photo at: aaid-implant.org/submit-story

5.   Our editors will review your story and deliver a digital proof for 
your approval before it gets published

Follow AAID LifeSmiles 
on social media, too!
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Abu Dhabi AAID MaxiCourse®

Abu Dhabi, UAE 
Director: Shankar Iyer, DDS, MDS, FAAID, DABOI/ID 
Assistant Director: Ninette Banday, BDS, MPH 
Phone: 908-527-8880 
Email: drsiyer@aol.com 
Website: www.maxicourseasia.com 

Augusta University AAID MaxiCourse®

Augusta, GA 
Director: Douglas Clepper, DMD, FAAID, DABOI/ID 
Assistant Director: Michael E. Pruett, DMD 
Contact: Lynn Thigpen 
Phone: 706-721-1447 
Email: lbthigpen@augusta.edu 
Website: www.georgiamaxicourse.com 

Bangalore AAID MaxiCourse®

Bangalore, India 
Director: Shankar Iyer, DDS, MDS, FAAID, DABOI/ID 
Assistant Director: Ninette Banday, BDS, MPH 
Phone: 908-527-8880 
Email: drsiyer@aol.com 
Website: www.maxicourseasia.com 

Boston AAID MaxiCourse®

Boston, MA 
Director: Brian Jackson, DDS, FAAID, DABOI/ID 
Contact: Jana Selimovic, Program Coordinator 
Phone: 315-922-2176 
Email: education@bostonmaxicourse.com
Website: www.bostonmaxicourse.com 
Instagram: bostonmaxicourse_bic
Facebook: Boston MaxiCourse 

Chicago AAID MaxiCourse®

Chicago, IL 
Director: Christopher Petrush, DDS, FAAID, 	
	 DABOI/ID 
Assistant Director: Frank Caputo, DDS, MDS, 	
	 FAAID, DABOI/ID 
Contact: Monika Elek 
Phone: 773-236-2352 
Email: Monika.Chicagomaxicourse@gmail.com 
Website: www.aaidchicagomaxicourse.com 

Dallas AAID MaxiCourse®

Dallas, TX
Director: Dr. Hardeek Patel, DDS, FAAID, DABOI/ID
Assistant Director: Dr. Aman Bhullar, DMD, FAA-
ID, DABOI/ID
Phone: 832-723-7414
Email: info@3dimplantinstitute.com
Website: www.3dimplantinstitute.com
Facebook: 3D Implant Institute 

Las Vegas AAID MaxiCourse®

Las Vegas, NV 
Director: John Minichetti, DMD, FAAID, DABOI/ID 
Assistant Director: Shankar Iyer, DDS, MDS, 	
	 FAAID, DABOI/ID 
Contact: Sarah Rock 
Phone: 201-871-3555 
Email: sarah.englewooddental@gmail.com 
Website: www.dentalimplantlearningcenter.com

Long Island AAID MaxiCourse®

West Islip, NY 
Director: Mike Calderon, DDS, FAAID, DABOI/ID 
Assistant Director: Marcelo Calderon, DMD, AFAAID 
Contact: Gio Heyser
Phone: 631-328-5050
Email: ipagiomayra@gmail.com
Website: www.longislandmaxicourse.com

Nagoya, Japan AAID MaxiCourse®

Nagoya, Japan 
Director: Yasunori Hotta, DDS, PhD, FAAID, DABOI/ID 
Assistant Directors: Hiroshi Murakami, DDS, PhD, 	
	 FAAID Koji Ito, DDS, PhD, FAAID Komat	
	 su Shinichi DDS, PhD, FAAID Takashi 	
	 Saito, DDS, PhD, FAAID 
Contact: Yasunori Hotta, DDS, PhD, AFAAID 
Phone: +81-52-794-8188
Email: hotta-dc@ff.iij4u.or.jp 
Website: www.hotta-dc.com 

New York AAID MaxiCourse®

Englewood, NJ
Director: John Minichetti, DMD, FAAID, DABOI/ID 
Assistant Director: Joseph C. D’Amore, DDS, 	
	 AFAAID, DABOI/ID 
Contact: Sarah Rock 
Phone: 201-871-3555 
Email: sarah.englewooddental@gmail.com 
Website: www.dentalimplantlearningcenter.com

Newport Beach AAID MaxiCourse®

Newport Beach, CA
Director: M. Ali Mostafavi, BDS, DDS, FAAID 
Assistant Director: Shankar Iyer, DDS, MDS, 	
	 FAAID, DABOI/ID
Contact: Megan Gutierrez
Phone: 866-791-9539
Email: megan.gutierrez@glidewelldental.com 
Website: www.maxicourseca.com

Nova Southeastern University  
AAID MaxiCourse®

Fort Lauderdale, FL 
Director: Jack Piermatti, DMD, FAAID, DABOI/ID 
Assistant Director: Shankar Iyer, DDS, MDS, 	
	 FAAID, DABOI/ID
Contact: Linnette Dobbs-Fuller 
Phone: 609-314-1649
Email: flinnett@nova.edu
Website: www.dental.nova.edu/ce/courses/

Rutgers School of Dental  
Medicine AAID MaxiCourse®

Newark, NJ 
Director: Jack Piermatti, DMD, FAAID, DABOI/ID 
Assistant Director: Shankar Iyer, DDS, MDS 	
	 FAAID, DABOI/ID 
Contact: Janice Gibbs-Reed, MA 
Phone: 973-972-6561 
Email: gibbs@sdm.rutgers.edu 
Website: cde.sdm.rutgers.edu/maxicourse/

Oklahoma MaxiCourse®

Oklahoma City, OK
Director: Dr. Eric Hopkins
Program Coordinator: Loree Hopkins
Phone: (405) 275-1055/(405) 306-2994
Email: education@aaidmaxicourseokc.com
Website: aaidmaxicourseokc.com

Salt Lake City AAID MaxiCourse®

South Jordan, UT
Director: Bart Silverman, DMD, FAAID, DABOI/ID
Assistant Director: Shankar Iyer, DDS, MDS, 	
	 FAAID, DABOI/ID
Contact: Bart Silverman, DMD, FAAID, DABOI/ID 
Phone: 801-878-1257
Email: bsilver293@aol.com
Website: www.maxicourseutah.com 
Whatsapp: 201-238-5438

San Juan, Puerto Rico AAID MaxiCourse®

San Juan, PR 
Director: O. Hilt Tatum, DDS, FAAID DABOI/ID 
Assistant Director: Jose Pedroza, DMD, MSC 
Contact: Nainesh Taylor 
Phone: 407-288-9022 
Email: prmaxicourse@gmail.com 
Website: www.theadii.com 

Washington, DC AAID MaxiCourse® 
Washington, DC
Director: Bernee Dunson, DDS, FAAID, DABOI/ID 
Contact: Tracey Allison, Esq
Phone: 404-897-1699
Email: dcmaxi@dunsondental.com 
Website: www.dcmaxicourse.com

Waterloo, Ontario AAID MaxiCourse®

The TI-MAX Institute 
Director: Rod Stewart, DDS, FAAID, DABOI/ID 
Assistant Director: George Arvanitis, DDS, FAAID, 	
	 DABOI/ID 
Contact: Chantel Furlong 
Phone: 905-235-1006 
Email: info@timaxinstitute.com 
Website: www.timaxinstitute.com 

Vancouver AAID MaxiCourse®

Vancouver, BC 
Director: William Liang, DMD, FAAID, DABOI/ID 
Contact: Andrew Gillies 
Phone: 604-330-9933 
Email: andrew@implant.ca 
Website: www.vancouvermaxicourse.com 
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“I am ecstatic! You guys got me DOUBLE the best 
offer I could get on my own! Have any doctor call me 
and I’ll tell them you can’t go wrong with LPS. Use my 
name. I am referring all my friends.” 

- T.J., MD, DMD

 √Monetize 51%-80% of your practice value  
 √Millions in cash now at low tax rates
 √Continue leading your practice
 √FULL AUTONOMY for years or decades
 √Gain the resources of a larger partner
 √Grow faster, better and more profitably
 √ Increase the value of your retained ownership
 √Choose the best offer from multiple bidders
 √No-cost, no-obligation practice valuation from 
the largest advisor to all specialties in the U.S. LPS Large

Practice
Sales

Monetizing Larger Dental Practices

833-463-6437   
FindMyImplantIDSO.com

Implant@LargePracticeSales.com

Invisible Dental Support Organizations (IDSO) become your silent partner 
by purchasing 51% to 80% of your practice for cash at today’s low tax rates
Invisible Dental Support Organizations (IDSO) become your silent partner 

by purchasing 51% to 80% of your practice for cash at today’s low tax rates

Visit Large Practice Sales 
At AAID Booth #206

Only With The  

Visit Us at  AAID Booth #221

WOULD  YOU EXTRACT 
THESE IMPLANTS?

WOULD  YOU EXTRACT 
THESE IMPLANTS?

Only FDA clearance for True Regeneration with independent, peer-reviewed scientific proof on the LANAP protocol. 510(k) K151763. US Patents: #9943379, #11273006, 
#9597160, #11490990 and #12011326. International Patents Pending: #16865225.3 and #17744988.1. © 2024 Millennium Dental Technologies Inc. All Rights Reserved.

Call today 877-EZLANAP (877-395-2627)  

or visit  LANAP.com/saveimplants

PRE-OP 42 MONTHS POST

Robert A. Levine, DDS, Philadelphia, PA  - Periodontist Robert Swenson, DDS, Tustin, CA - General Dentist

PRE-OP 1 YEAR POST

 

SAVE AILING & 
FAILING IMPLANTS
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UNITED STATES
AAID Bergen County Dental  
Implant Study Group 
Location: Englewood, NJ 
Director: John Minichetti, DMD 
Contact: Lisa McCabe 
Phone: 201-926-0619 
Email: lisapmccabe@gmail.com 
Website: bit.ly/2rwf9hc 

Alabama Implant Study Club 
Location: Brentwood, TN 
President: Michael Dagostino, DDS 
Contact: Sonia Smithson, DDS 
Phone: 615-337-0008 
Email: aisgadmin@comcast.net 
Website: www.alabamaimplant.org 

Bay Area Implant Synergy Study Group 
Location: San Francisco, CA 
Director: Matthew Young, DDS 
Phone: 415-392-8611 
Email: young.mattdds@gmail.com 
Website: www.youngdentalsf.com 

Calderon Institute Study Club 
Location: Queens, NY / Oceanside, NY 
Director: Mike E. Calderon, DDS 
Contact: Andrianna Acosta 
Phone: 631-328-5050 
Email: calderoninstitute@gmail.com 
Website: www.calderoninstitute.com 

Hawaii Dental Implant Study Club 
Location: Honolulu, HI 
Director: Michael Nishime, DDS 
Contact: Kendra Wong 
Phone: 808-732-0291 
Email: mnishimedds@gmail.com 
Website: www.advancedrestorativedentistry808.com 

Hughes Dental Implant  
Institute and Study Club 
Location: Sterling, VA 
Director: E. Richard Hughes, DDS 
Contact: Victoria Artola 
Phone: 703-444-1152 
Email: dentalimplant201@gmail.com 
Website: www.erhughesdds.com 

Implant Study Club of North Carolina 
Location: Clemmons, NC 
Director: Andrew Kelly, DDS 
Contact: Shirley Kelly 
Phone: 336-414-3910 
Email: shirley@dentalofficesolutions.com 
Website: www.dentalofficesolutions.com 

Mid-Florida Implant Study Group 
Location: Orlando, FL 
Director: Rajiv Patel, BDS, MDS 
Contact: Rajiv Patel, BDS, MDS 
Phone: 386-738-2006 
Email: drpatel@delandimplants.com 
Website: www.delandimplants.com 

SMILE USA® Center for Educational 
Excellence Study Club 
Location: Elizabeth, NJ 
Director: Shankar Iyer, DDS, MDS 
Contact: Terri Baker 
Phone: 908-527-8880 
Email: dentalimplant201@gmail.com 
Website: www.malosmileusaelizabeth.com 

CANADA 
Vancouver Implant Continuum 
Location: Surrey, BC, Canada 
Director: William Liang, DMD 
Contact: Andrew Gillies 
Phone: 604-330-9933 
Email: andrew@implant.ca 
Website: www.implant.ca 

INTERNATIONAL 
Aichi Implant Center 
Location: Nagoya, Aichi-Ken, Japan 
Director: Yasunori Hatta, DDS, PhD 
Phone: 052-794-8188 
Email: hotta-dc@ff.iij4u.or.jp 
Website: www.hotta-dc.com 

Beirut AAID Study Club 
Location: Beirut, Lebanon 
Director: Joe Jihad Abdallah, BDS, MScD 
Phone: 961-174-7650 
Email: beirutidc@hotmail.com 

AAID Active Study Clubs

Courses presented by AAID credentialed members
Beirut Implant Dentistry Center
Beirut, Lebanon
Instructors: Dr. Jihad Abdallah & Andre Assaf 
Contact: Mahia Cheblac
Email: beirutidc@hotmail.com 
Phone: +961 1 747650
	 +961 1 747651
Fax: +961 1 747652

Calderon Institute
Various: New York, Dominican Republic
Instructor: Dr. Mikey Elvis Calderon 
Email: calderoninstitute@gmail.com
Phone: 631-328-5050

California Implant Institute
San Diego, CA
Instructor: Dr. Louie Al-Faraje,  
	 Academic Chairman
Email: info@implanteducation.net
Phone: 858-496-0574

Connecticut Dental Implant Institute
Manchester, CT
Various courses available.
Instructor: Dr. Joel L Rosenlicht, Director
Contact: Michelle Marcil
Email: michelle@jawfixers.com 
Website: www.jawfixers.com
Phone: 860-649-2272

East Coast Implant Institute
Utica, NY
Instructor: Dr. Brian J. Jackson 
Contact: Jana Selimovic
Email: education@bostonmaxicourse.com 
Website: www.eastcoastimplantinst.com/ 
	 upcoming-courses/
Phone: 315-922-2176

Implants in Black and White
Twice Annually
Instructors: Dr. Daniel Domingue, Dr. Jerome Smith
Contact: Maggie Brouillette
Email: maggie@jeromesmithdds.com 
Website: blackwhiteimplants.weebly.com
Phone: 337-235-1523
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Courses presented by AAID credentialed members
Introductory Implant Placement 6-Day 
Dental Implants Course | 48 CE in 6 Days
400 Broad Street, Clifton, New Jersey 07013
Instructor: Dr. Michael Shulman
Contact: Dr. Michael Shulman
Email: info@shulmandds.com 
Phone: 201-840-7777

Midwest Implant Institute
Advanced Courses:

(311) Preserve This: Introduction to 	   	
	 Extraction, Socket Preservation, and PRP

(411) The All-Inclusive Live Surgical Course

(601) Bone Grafting & Sinus Elevation

(603) Implant Prosthetics

(605) Digging Out of Problems

Instructors: Drs. Duke and Robert Heller
Email: samantha@mii1980.com 
Website: midwestimplantinstitute.com
Phone: 614-505-6647

Pacific Implant and Digital  
Dentistry Institute
Vancouver, BC, Canada
Comprehensive Training in Implant Dentistry 
September through June
Instructor: Dr. Ron Zokol 
Contact: Barbara Cox and Dr. Faraj
Email: barbara.cox@ddidental.com
	 faraj.edher@ddidental.com
Website: www.ddidental.com
Phone: 800-668-2280

Pikos Implant Institute
Trinity, FL
Various courses available
Instructor: Michael A. Pikos, DDS
Contact: Kali Kampmann
Email: learn@pikosinstitute.com
Phone: 727-781-0491

RWC Implant Study Club
Redwood City, CA
One-year mini residency: 2 lecture days and 2 live 
patients+surgical days per month
Instructor: Dr. Ihab Hanna
Email: rwcimplantclub@gmail.com
Website: www.rwcimplantclub.com
Phone: 650-701-1111

Full Arch Success
Various courses available
Instructor: Dr. Sarah Jockin
Contact: Jay Jockin
Email: Jay@fullarchsuccess.com
Phone: 813-774-2916

Stanley Institute for  
Comprehensive Dentistry
Various courses available
Instructor: Dr. Robert J. Stanley
Contact: Nick Antenucci, Director
Email: nick@stanleyinstitute.com
Phone: 919-415-0061

The Dental Implant Learning Center-
Basic to Advanced Courses in Implant 
Dentistry 
Englewood, NJ
Instructor: Dr. John Minichetti
Contact: Jennifer Yang
Email: jenn.englewooddental@gmail.com 
Website: dentalimplantlearningcenter.com
Phone: 866-586-0521

Ti-MAX Institute for Continuing  
Dental Education
Waterloo, Ontario, Canada

Ti-MAX Core Implant course
Instructors: Drs. Roderick Stewart  
	 and George Arvanitis

Ti-MAX Advanced Bone Grafting Course
Instructors: Drs. George Arvanitis, David Resnick, 	
	 and Roderick Stewart

Ti-MAX IV Sedation course
Course Director: Dr. Roderick Stewart
Instructors: Drs. Stefan Ciz and Iqbal Biswas

Ti-MAX Overdenture course
Instructor: Dr. Roderick Stewart

Ti-MAX Full Mouth Reconstruction course
Instructor: Dr. George Arvanitis

Contact: Chantel Furlong
Email: info@timaxinstitute.com
Phone: 888- 978-1332

Toronto Implant Academy
Taming The Old Dragons of Implant 
Prosthetics-3 Part Virtual Webinar Series
Instructor: Dr. Emil LA Svoboda
Website: www.reversemargin.com
Phone: 416-432-9800

Wehrle Immersion Implant Programs
Immersion Implant
Instructor: Dr. Michael Wehrle
Website: www.Wehrleimplantimmersion.com
Facebook: www.facebook.com/wehrleimplant
Phone: 817-345-6974
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AAID News is a quarterly publication of the
American Academy of Implant Dentistry. Send all
correspondence regarding the newsletter to AAID,
211 East Chicago Avenue, Suite 1100, Chicago, IL
60611 or by email to editor@aaid.com. Please
notify AAID and your postmaster of address
changes noting old and new addresses and effective
date. Allow 6-8 weeks for an address change.

The acceptance of advertising in AAID News does not 
constitute an endorsement by the American Academy 
of Implant Dentistry or AAID News. Advertising copy 
must conform to the official standards established 
by the American Dental Association. Materials and 
devices that are advertised must also conform to the 

standards established by the United States Food & Drug 
Administration’s Sub-Committee on Oral Implants and 
the American Dental Association’s Council on Dental 
Materials and Equipment Acceptance Program.

It is the policy of the American Academy of Implant
Dentistry that all potential advertisements submitted
by any person or entity for publication in any AAID
media must be deemed consistent with the goals
and objectives of the AAID and/or ABOI/ID, within
the sole and unbridled discretion of the AAID and/or
ABOI/ID. Any potential advertisement deemed to be
inconsistent with the goals and/or objectives of the
AAID shall be rejected.
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One Step Bone Grafting Solution for Socket 
Preservation Without the Need for a Membrane

OsteOGen® PluG

Socket grafting has never been easier or more affordable. 
Just drop an OsteoGen® Plug into the socket & suture over top. 
The bone graft particulates are contained by the collagen, 
so there is no need to use a separate membrane.

The OsteoGen® Bone Grafting Plugs 
are available in three sizes:

Large
10mm

20mm

Slim
6mm

25mm

Extra  Large
15mm

20mm

USE SPECIAL CODE

OGXID23 

BUY 5
GET 1

FREE

See More @
ImpladentLtd.com

Type I Bovine Achilles 
Tendon Collagen

OsteoGen® 
Non-Ceramic 

Bioactive 
Resorbable 

Bone Grafting 
Crystals1-3

1. Spivak, J Biomed. Mater Research, 1990
2. Ricci, J Oral Maxillofacial Surgery, 1992
3. Valen, J Oral Implantology, 2002

https://www.impladentltd.com/OsteoGen-Plugs-p/op.htm


The advanced delivery design eliminates multiple 
carts, stands, and awkward reaching for select 
instrumentation. Everything is within reach for
the dental team, making procedures seamless.

The Glider™ is a generous-sized over the patient oral 
surgical table with integrated dental and suction 
handpieces, including an optional implant - surgical 
motor. The Glider™ is mounted on heavy duty casters 
and easily positions into place with programmable 
electric height adjustment.

THE
GLIDER™

Integrated 
Surgical Table
A COMPREHENSIVE OPERATORY 
SOLUTION FOR EFFICIENT DENTAL 
IMPLANT & SURGICAL PROCEDURES

303.766.3646  |  asidental.com Advanced Dental Systems®

Proudly Made 
in the USA!

“With the Glider, all the hand
instruments and rotary instruments

are in one location, and I still have
enough real estate to easily manage and

maintain the surgical suite. The ASI
Glider was built with a surgeon in

mind. This table is fantastic,
and it has changed the

way I practice.”

Scan for a free copy of the 
Dental Surgery Operatory 

Design Planning Guide

– Dr. Joe Mehranfar

See it inaction at AAID in Atlanta Nov. 14-16 Booth #207

https://asidental.com/products/dental-surgical-tables/the-glider-surgical-dental-treatment-table/

