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Editor’s Notebook
David G. Hochberg, DDS
Editor, AAIDNews

As promised in the last issue,
we begin our “Featured
MaxiCourse®” series with an
interview with Dr. Rod
Stewart, Co-Director of the
Ti-MAX Implant Maxi -
Course®, located in Ontario,
Canada. Read the interview
on page 6.

Also see page 23 for a
Letter to the Editor in
response to Dr. Nick
Caplanis’ President’s Page
from the Summer 2013
issue. We are pleased to pub-
lish our interview with Dr.
John Minichetti, AAID’s
incoming president. I think
those of you who started
placing implants in the 80s
will be able to identify with
how Dr. Minichetti came to
the implant practice.  

Speaking of AAID’s
Annual Meeting, I’m
looking forward to seeing
you in Phoenix, October 23
– 26, 2013, as we attend
what has become the best
educational experience in
implant dentistry. w

Business Bite
AAID Foundation awards eight new student research grants

The American Academy of Implant Dentistry Foundation

announced the awarding of grants to eight students

conducting research in the area of implant dentistry. The

grants totaled $20,000 and were awarded to students at

six different dental school.

Cytokine and Osteoblastic Protein Profile
Before and After the Comprehensive
Treatment of Periimplantitis
Dr. Marinelle de Campos 
University of Detroit Mercy School of

Dentistry

Composition of the Inflammatory Infiltrate
in Peri-implantitis Lesion in Humans
Dr. Neema Dad 
Texas A&M University Baylor College

The Role of PDGF Combined with
Osteoconductive Grafting Materials
Dr. Zeenat Mahal Khan
UCLA School of Dentistry

Radiographic and Clinical Outcomes of
Regenerative Procedures for Treating
Peri-implantitis: A Systematic Review and
Meta-analysis 
Dr. Vahid Khoshkam
University of Michigan School of Dentistry

Evaluation of the Possible Role of Vertical
Implant Position as a Risk Factor of
Marginal Bone Loss 
Dr. James Mailoa
University of Michigan School of Dentistry 

Are Alloplasts Osteoinductive? A
Comparative Study between Autogenous
Bone Grafts, Allografts and Biphasic
Calcium Phosphate Bone Grafts
Dr. Richard Miron
University of Laval, Canada

Biomimetic Scaffolds for Bone
Regeneration: A Comparative Study
between PLGA and Chitosan Blocks
Dr. Jose Reuss
UCLA School of Dentistry

Development of a Photo polymerizing,
Elastomeric, Antibiotic-Releasing Barrier
Membrane
Dr. Alexander Tatara
Rice University, Houston, Texas w
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“It’s OVAH.  It’s ALL OVAH.”
So said the legendary sports-
caster Howard Cossell, in his
nasally, staccato, Brooklyn
tone when broadcasting the
George Foreman – Joe
Frazier fight.

All that may be over is my
year as president of the
AAID. What isn’t over are the
plans put in place designed
to create a bigger, better,
bolder American Academy of
Implant Dentistry. 

A year ago, when Dr.
David Hochberg interviewed
me as incoming president of
the Academy, I pointed out
that my modus operandi
since joining the Board of
Trustees has been to lay the
groundwork for creating this
continuum. I had no expec-
tation or desire to have my
year as president stand
alone in a vacuum. Rather,
my ultimate goal was to put
in place an ongoing system
and culture to continue the
programs and approaches
that I believe will serve the
Academy well now and into
the future.

The Academy’s mission
statement ends with the
words “for the benefit of all
mankind.” As you will see at
the AAID Annual Meeting in

October, AAID members are
at the forefront of providing
humanitarian efforts on
behalf of those who have
oral care needs. We are
excited to present one such
effort – Dr. Steve Hewitt’s
mission to Guatemala to
bring much needed dental
care to the native Mayan
population. A documentary
film crew accompanied Dr.
Hewitt and several other
members of the Academy.
The AAID’s Annual Meeting
will be the site of the pre-
miere of the documentary.

The Academy through its
Foundation is poised to
bring to life AAID’s own,
ongoing, humanitarian pro-
gram. At the next Board
meeting, we will launch a
grant program that will
financially assist young
adults who are congenitally
missing teeth. As an
Academy, we will take own-
ership of this specific clinical
problem, and provide a
humanitarian service to our
communities, while at the
same time, be recognized by
the public as experts in
replacing missing teeth
using dental implants.

From the time that AAID
created the concept of
MaxiCourse® as a path to
gaining the basic knowledge
needed to be an implant
dentist, education has been
an important part of the

Academy’s mission.
Education must be devel-
oped in a thoughtful,
strategized manner. A year
ago, we put in place a new
formal structure to expand
AAID’s educational offerings.
This newly structured
Education Committee slices
and dices education in sev-
eral different ways – the
delivery mechanism, the
complexity of the material,
the learning methods, the
depth and breadth of the
knowledge that is needed. 

This new structure will
help ensure that AAID’s
education offerings become
training that the implant
dentist — regardless of expe-
rience level — seeks. We will
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President’s Message
“It’s OVAH.  It’s ALL OVAH.”
Nick Caplanis, DMD, MS
President, American Academy of Implant Dentistry

see President’s Message p. 20

not be a “one size fits all”
shop. However, we aspire to
be the place where any
doctor interested in implants
will be able to find the best,
unbiased education in
implant dentistry. Our new
Education Committee is but
one way we are creating an
ongoing strategy and struc-
ture for the future.

We want to make it easy
for members and non-mem-
bers alike to obtain their
implant dentistry education
from AAID regardless of
where they practice or
happen to be at the moment.
While we have recorded the
presentations at our Annual
Meetings in the past and
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— or about 55% of income.
At $400,000, the replace-
ment rate drops to 48%.)

Finally, carriers
upgraded the risk classifi-
cation for dentists. An
occupation’s risk classifica-
tion is a key determinant
for rates. Considering cur-
rent costs and contractual
provisions, value is as
strong as it’s ever been
with many disability poli-
cies.

Indeed the sun is
shining brightly on today’s
disability market.
Reviewing your coverage 
to ensure it’s as cost effec-
tive and comprehensive as
possible is highly recom-
mended. As summer gives
way to fall and fall to
winter, the disability
market will almost cer-
tainly cool down and
contract again. The ques-
tion is: when?

For more information on
your insurance planning
needs, contact Treloar and
Heisel, Inc at 800-345-6040
or www.th-online.net. w

Isn’t it funny how most
trends in life appear on
a cycle? From fashion to

music, everything once old
is new again. Interestingly
enough, the same can be
said of the disability insur-
ance market for implant
dentists.

In the 1980s and early
1990s, the number of insur-
ance carriers offering
competitive policies was
dizzying. There seemed to
be a race to see who could
provide a more liberal con-
tract with the lowest
premium and the most
lenient underwriting stan-
dards.

Unfortunately, a wave of
claims ensued.

As a result, many car-
riers retreated from the
disability marketplace.
Those that remained
dropped benefit limits 

significantly, restricted con-
tractual provisions, and
raised premiums. The good
old days were gone. Luckily,
dentists that bought non-
cancellable, guaranteed
renewable policies saw no
changes to their existing
contracts.

After about a decade,
however, a glimmer of hope
appeared. While fewer in
number than as before, car-
riers slowly but surely
began reversing the trend.

First, was a return to the
“True Own Occupation”
definition of disability,
which allows dentists to
work in another field while
disabled and still collect
full benefits — regardless
of the new income.

Requirements for claiming
partial disability also
improved.

Then, benefit limits
increased. Dentists went
from a maximum of
$10,000 per month in cov-
erage in 2003 to $30,000
per month in 2013.
Concurrently, income-to-
benefit ratios became more
liberal. Typically, the per-
centage of income a
company will insure now
begins at 65%.

(It’s important to note,
though, that as income
increases, the percentage
that can be insured
decreases. For example,
with earnings of $200,000
per year, one can carry
$9200 per month of benefits

“Reviewing your coverage to ensure it’s as 
cost effective and comprehensive as possible 

is highly recommended.”

Business Bite
Disability Insurance: The Good Old Days Are Here Again
By John A. Adcock, ChFC, CLU, Financial Services Professional, Treloar & Heisel, Inc.

Visit AAID’s DentalIndustryMarketplace.com

A searchable database of hundreds 

of vendors offering products and services for dental professionals.





Editor’s Note: This is the
first in a series of articles that
provide in-depth information
about a specific MaxiCourse®.
We plan to cover each of the
MaxiCourses® over the next
several issues.

Dr. Hochberg: Tell us a
little bit about the Toronto
Implant MaxiCourse® and
how it got started

Dr. Stewart: After
receiving my AAID
Fellowship in 2007, I
decided to pursue my pas-
sion to be an educator and
bring the MaxiCourse® to
Canada. After a lot of
research and introductions
to colleagues, the
MaxiCourse® in Toronto
started in the fall of 2009
under the joint direction of
Dr. Reena Talwar FRCD(c),
PhD, DDS, and me along
with seven other faculty
members. We will be
starting our fifth program
year in November.
Currently the program is
directed by Dr. George
Arvanitis, DDS, FAAID,
DABOI/ID, and me. We are
sponsored by the Ontario

Chapter of the Academy of
General Dentistry and run
the course at The Dental
Learning Centre in
Oakville Ontario, a suburb
community outside of
Toronto. Our faculty has
increased to 14, comprised
of dental specialists and
general practitioners
involved with private prac-
tice, research, and
academia. Like all
MaxiCourses®, we provide a
comprehensive overview of
implant dentistry and its
incorporation into general
and specialty practice.

Dr. Hochberg: There are a
lot of implant courses
offered today, and the
Toronto MaxiCourse® is one
of the more recently created
MaxiCourses®. What moti-
vated you to start your
program?

Dr. Stewart: Like a lot of
general dentists, I received
my knowledge and training
of implant dentistry
through continuing educa-
tion programs. I did not feel
that any single program
that I took gave me a com-
prehensive understanding
of implant dentistry. I
undertook the credentialing
examinations of the AAID
and ABOI/ID to validate
that I had acquired a sub-
stantial level of knowledge
and skill to offer my

patients implant dentistry.
As I underwent the exami-
nations and learned more
about the AAID, I heard
about the MaxiCourse® and
had the opportunity to meet
Drs. Jaime Lozada and
Shankar Iyer. With their
support, mentorship, and
encouragement, I realized
that dentists in central
Canada would value and
appreciate the opportunity
of a MaxiCourse® that
would give them a compre-
hensive understanding of
implant dentistry and ade-
quate clinical training. As
well, I wanted to increase
the profile of the AAID in
Canada so my colleagues
would be able to enjoy the
camaraderie and profes-
sional development that the
AAID has provided to me.

Dr. Hochberg: Although
MaxiCourses® are accred-
ited by the AAID and need
to meet guidelines, there
are differences among
them. Does the Toronto
MaxiCourse® have specific
goals or focus for the den-
tists taking the program?

Dr. Stewart: Our faculty
want to train dentists to be
critical thinkers and under-
stand implant dentistry at
a biological and clinical
level rather than simply fol-
lowing a recipe. We believe
that clinical success and

patient satisfaction with
treatment outcomes is
dependent upon the under-
standing of the science and
not merely understanding
an implant system. This
requires the acquisition of
knowledge and the prac-
tical application of this
knowledge with clinical
training. As such, we have
incorporated substantial
opportunities for the partic-
ipating dentists to treat
their own patients under
the guidance and supervi-
sion of the faculty within
the course. In the words of
Canadian Dr. William
Osler, one of the founders of
Johns Hopkins Hospital,
“He who studies medicine
without books sails an
uncharted sea, but he who
studies medicine without
patients does not go to sea
at all.” We strive to make
the Toronto MaxiCourse®

participants skilled
“mariners” of implant den-
tistry by providing a
balance of didactic and clin-
ical training.

Dr.Hochberg: Do you see
the need for the AAID to
expand the number of
MaxiCourses®?

Dr. Stewart: I see the need
for comprehensive training
of implant dentistry for all
dentists because implant

6 news Fall 2013 www.aaid.com

Featured MaxiCourse®

Ti-MAX Implant MaxiCourse®, Toronto, Ontario, Canada
An Interview with Co-Course Director Rod Stewart, DDS, FAAID, DABOI/ID 

see MaxiCourse® p. 8
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dentistry is the best pros-
thetic treatment we can
offer patients. Dentists
have a professional respon-
sibility to ensure that
patients receive treatment
that meets the standard of
care and to promote
improvements in that stan-
dard. We have a
responsibility to share our
knowledge to our colleagues
to improve each other’s
capabilities. As such, I
think there should be more
MaxiCourses® because I
believe it is the best pro-

gram outside of a univer-
sity residency program to
learn implant dentistry.
However, it is not the
AAID’s responsibility to
e5xpand the number of pro-
grams. The Maxi Course®

was initially devised by Dr.
Terry Reynolds and each
successive MaxiCourse®

started through individual
initiatives of credentialed
AAID members. I received
the support of the AAID
and fellow MaxiCourse®

directors to start the
Toronto MaxiCourse®. I
know that support is avail-
able to any credentialed
member that desires to ful-

fill their professional
responsibilities by
becoming a MaxiCourse®

director. So I believe it is
the responsibility of all cre-
dentialed AAID members to
support the ongoing admin-
istration, development and
expansion of the
MaxiCourse® program.

Dr. Hochberg: Thank you
for your insights and
thought-provoking com-
ments. How can our readers
obtain more information
about the specific courses,
schedule, and logistics of
the Toronto MaxiCourse®?

Dr. Stewart: Thank you for
the opportunity. Here is the
contact information:
Ti-MAX Implant Maxicourse®,

Toronto
Training Centre:
The Dental Learning Centre
2892 South Sheridan Way
Oakville Ontario L6J 7L4
CANADA

Office:
55 Bridgeport Rd East
Waterloo Ontario N2J 2J7
CANADA
Director: Roderick Stewart, DDS
Contact: Chantel Furlong
Telephone: 905-235-1006
E-mail: info@ti-maxicourse.ca w

MaxiCourse®

continued from page 6





DR. HOCHBERG: Dr.
Minichetti, tell us about
your implant dentistry
journey. How did you become
interested in offering these
services to your patients?

DR. MINICHETTI: I was
lucky. Early on, during my
GPR residency at Mount
Sinai Medical Center, I met
Dr. David Hoexter, a peri-
odontist, who was one of
AAID’s past executive offi-
cers. I knew he was doing
implants, and we became
friends. We published an
article together about bone
grafting material. At the
same time, I landed an asso-
ciate position for Dr. Robert
Spalton, an AAID member
and a prosthodontist who
called himself an “implantol-
ogist.” I worked with him for
about three years placing
blades and subperiosteals. It

was amazing. I’d never seen
these implant rehab proce-
dures done before. 

I recall running into one
of my dental school instruc-
tors who asked what I was
doing. I told him about my
implant experiences. I recall
him saying. “Stay away from

that stuff. You’re going to get
yourself into trouble.” That’s
all I needed to hear. I did
just the opposite. 

Dr. Hoexter introduced
me to Drs. Ken Judy,
Leonard Linkow, Norman
Cranin and Frank LaMar.
That’s how I got more
involved with the AAID and
implant dentistry.

DR. HOCHBERG: Did you
have any formal training in
implants while in dental
school or after completing
your GPR?

DR. MINICHETTI: There
was no formal implant
training in the late 70s. In
my entire four years of
dental school the only men-
tion of dental implants was
a one-hour lecture by the
endodontic department on
endodontic stabilizers used
for mobile teeth. I learned
through the mentoring of Dr.
Spalton. I didn’t have the
opportunity to attend an
AAID MaxiCourse®, so I had
to take courses I could find. I
attended AAID and other
meetings, read Dr. Linkow’s
and Dr. Bränemark’s text-
books and looked through
old copies of Journal of Oral
Implants at Mount Sinai
Medical School library. 

Today doctors are more
fortunate, and I would
encourage them to take our

AAID courses including the
AAID MaxiCourse® which
can help them increase their
knowledge and proficiency in
implant dentistry.

DR. HOCHBERG: Dr.
Minichetti, share with the
membership some of the
goals you might have for the
AAID during your tenure as
President. 

DR. MINICHETTI: AAID’s
mission statement says we
provide education, research
and credentialing to benefit
not only our members but
the public. One of my goals
is to continue to validate our
testing and credentialing.
We’re encouraging the ABOI
to undertake involvement
with the American Board of
Dental Specialties, offering a
new alternate certifying
Board for Dental specialties,
besides the ADA. I’m all for
that process. We hope that
will evolve into another
avenue for States and dental
boards, to recognize dental
specialties. 

Secondly, I want to
increase the level of educa-
tion within our Academy. We
offer very good education at
our annual and district
meetings but, I really think
we need to get more educa-
tion for members as a
continuum. Not all dentists

Interview 
Interview with Dr. John Minichetti, incoming president of AAID
Conducted by Dr. David Hochberg, DDS, Editor, AAID News
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Dr. Minichetti strongly believes in the value of education including
hands-on opportunities to learn.  He hosts live surgery demonstrations.

Dr. John Minichetti practices
implant dentistry in Englewood,
New Jersey at his Center for
Implants and Aesthetics at
Englewood Dental.

see Interview p. 12
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Interview
continued from page 10

can commit to our
MaxiCourses®. I would like
to see the AAID offer spon-
sored courses to allow
dentists to obtain more
implant education on certain
topics and work toward cre-
dentialing. 

Also, many are completing
our MaxiCourse® and are
seeking additional education.
I would like to see more
AAID hands-on and live-sur-
gical courses — maybe even
a MaxiCourse® 2.0 — for doc-
tors who want to get more
education and experience.
We could start this by part-
nering with some of our
AAID credentialed members
who are already providing
these live surgery courses.
I’m looking to increase the
level of education above the
basic, to moderate and
advanced levels. This will
allow our members and non-
members to go to the AAID
web site and find the courses
they feel fit their needs. I
believe education is really
the foundation on how our
Academy can grow. 

DR. HOCHBERG: Dr.
Minichetti, the educational
opportunities for our mem-
bers really are endless.
Please comment on your
involvement with
MaxiCourses®. 

DR. MINICHETTI: I’m
currently the Director of
the Las Vegas AAID
MaxiCourse®. We are in our
fourth year and our group

has been growing. I became
involved with MaxiCourses®

years ago when I was asked
to present at various
courses by Dr. Shankar
Iyer in India, Asia and Abu
Dhabi, Dr. LaMar in Iran
and the late Dr. Norman
Cranin at NYU. The
MaxiCourses® allow doctors
to attain the 300 hours
required to sit for the
Associate Fellow examina-
tion to become credentialed
with our Academy. The cur-
riculum for our
MaxiCourse® covers lots of
the basic sciences behind
implantology and also
offers different levels of
hands-on participation —
from pig’s jaws to cadavers
and life-like training
models. We’ve had some live
surgery programs where we
can take the doctors in
smaller groups and train
them to treat live patients.
This in an area that I think
our Academy needs expand. 

MaxiCourse® attendees
see presentations and lec-
tures by some of the
world-renowned clinicians,
most of them our own cre-
dentials AAID members.
Speakers lecture in smaller

class sizes, allowing for
more interaction with the
participants. 

DR. HOCHBERG: Dr.
Minichetti, what do you say
to the potential new member
as to why a membership in
the AAID is beneficial and
why they should even con-
sider becoming a
credentialed member? 

DR. MINICHETTI: The
pursuit of credentialed
status will challenge the
doctor to learn more and
study harder. By achieving
credentials, you will sepa-
rate yourselves from other
dentists. Today you see signs
on every street corner
advertising an implant den-
tist. But what can really
differentiate you from the
rest, is having a bona fide
AAID credential. The AAID
has been and continues to
be on the forefront of vali-
dating our credentials
before the state boards and
legislatures. The AAID is
also a source for implant
education. All members can
now have access to hun-
dreds of full journal articles
on our website. Members get
our JOI, newsletter and dis-
count to all of our national,
district and educational
meetings. The better edu-
cated implant dentist will
perform implant dentist
more routinely and become
a better overall clinician,
providing his or her patients
with better care. The bene-
fits are professionally,
economically and personally
rewarding. 

DR. HOCHBERG: Please
share with the membership
what you believe to be some
of the challenges that may
lie ahead for the AAID.

DR. MINICHETTI: First
and foremost, I do believe
the AAID, future is quite
bright. Of course there are
going to be challenges in any
organization. The number
one challenge is growth of
the organization. The AAID
is growing at a good rate,
particularly when we com-
pare it to other dental
organizations. But I think
there is still room for us to
increase our membership. I
believe strength in numbers
is good for our Academy, par-
ticularly with the efforts
we’re making on recognition
of our AAID credentials. I
would like to see our organi-
zation attract younger
dentists and recent gradu-
ates. I think one thing our
organization needs is youth
to help our Academy con-
tinue to grow.

Another challenge our
organization has is pro-
tecting the credentials of our
members. There are a lot of
specialties out there that feel
they are the only ones that
are qualified to perform
implant-related procedures.
We are going to great lengths
to prove that our ABOI/ID
and our AAID credentialing
process is rigorous — in fact,
maybe even more rigorous
than some other specialty
programs. These efforts
should be continued since it
separates our implant organ-
ization from others.

Dr. Minichetti and his wife Joanne.



we are scheduling an AAID
Strategic Plan Meeting to
look at our international
growth. Some of the discus-
sions will include looking at
the benefits of affiliating
with more international
groups and partnering with
other international associa-
tions at meetings abroad. I
think the international mar-
ketplace is really an
untapped source for mem-
bership growth which will
benefit all our members
worldwide.

DR. HOCHBERG: Please
tell us a little bit about your-
self — your practice, how
you enjoy spending your
leisure time. 

DR. MINICHETTI: I’ve
been blessed. I have been in
private practice now for over
25 years, and I’ve been lucky
enough to be involved with
implant dentistry for that
entire time. I have been
privileged to combine clinical
dentistry with education. I’m
a former faculty member of
prosthodontics at Fairleigh
Dickenson University, and I
taught at the GPR residency
at Englewood Hospital for
over 20 years. Dr. Nick
Caplanis, our current presi-
dent, was a general practice
resident of mine! So I’ve
always incorporated a phi-
losophy of doing clinical and
academic dentistry at the
same time. I’m lucky that
I’m with a great group of
doctors in my multispecialty
practice. My partner, Dr.
Anna Hong, and associate
Dr. Joseph D’Amore,

DR. HOCHBERG: Dr.
Minichetti, we now have
international members and
programs abroad. How will
this impact the organization
over this next five years?

DR. MINICHETTI: All
major companies are
expanding their foreign
growth and international
presence. I think that we
should be no different. The
world is smaller, more con-
nected, and now travel is
common from country to
country. The AAID is
growing internationally and
I think it’s a good thing for
our Academy. American edu-
cation in general is viewed
as the premiere throughout
the world, and I think the
AAID can benefit from that
perception.

The AAID has the name,
networking, renowned
speakers, and reputation to
provide doctors from around
the world with the best
dental implant education
available. This year AAID
was represented at WCOI-
AAID meeting in Korea, by
Dr. John DaSilva and Dr.
Larry Bush, and UAE
international dental confer-
ence in Dubai by Dr.
Shankar Iyer and DGZI
meeting in Germany, by me.
Our AAID international net-
working is helping to spread
the word about our great
organization around the
globe.

Next year is shaping to be
busy one for the AAID.
Besides planning to bring
more international speakers
to our 2014 Annual meeting,

(Associate Fellow AAID)
have been instrumental
allowing me to spend time
teaching, running courses
and volunteering with the
AAID. 

On the personal side I’ve
also been blessed. I have a
loving family. My wife of
over 32 years has been a
great support to me
throughout my career. In
fact she herself is a leader in
the community. She’s Mayor
of the town we live in, Upper
Saddle River, New Jersey,
another volunteer position I
might add.

We are fortunate to have
four beautiful daughters —
Lauren, Nina, Alyssa and
Cara. In my spare time, I
love to spend time with my
family and I like playing
tennis — if I can play a
couple times a week, then it’s
been a great week for me.

DR. HOCHBERG: Dr.
Minichetti, do you have any
closing comments or
thoughts?

DR. MINICHETTI: I will
never forget the early days
when I was introduced to
implant dentistry and how
exciting it was. I thought it

was miraculous to see how
these patients could be
treated with an alternative
to dentures. People who
were dental cripples were
traveling from Europe and
had their lives changed into
normal functioning human
beings who became more
confident and successful. 

Years ago, when I looked
for education, I went to the
AAID. They were a family of
expert clinicians, teachers
and researchers, committed
to the field and willing to
share their knowledge. That
was my source then and I
think it’s still the source
today for anyone involved
with this field. The Academy
is there to help our members
and the profession become
better implant dentists. It’s
all about sharing education,
knowledge and supporting
each other to become the
best we can be within this
great field of dental implan-
tology. 

DR. HOCHBERG: On
behalf of the AAID and all
its members, I want to wish
you the very best. I know
that our Academy is in
excellent shape with you at
the helm. w
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Dr. Minichetti is the Director of the AAID/Las Vegas MaxiCourse®.
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Ulf Wikesjö, DDS, DMD,
PhD, has been named the
recipient of the 2013 Isaih
Lew Memorial Research
Award. 

The Isaih Lew Memorial
Research Award is pre-
sented by the American
Academy of Implant
Dentistry Foundation to an
individual who has con-
tributed significantly to
research in implant den-
tistry. This award is given
every year to perpetuate
Dr. Isaih Lew’s spirit and

enthusiasm for implant
dentistry. Dr. Lew was an
implant pioneer. He was a
founding member of the
AAID and served as its
president and the editor of
the Journal of Oral
Implantology. In addition to
publishing widely, he
taught at New York,
Columbia, Temple and
Farleigh Dickinson
Universities, and the New
Jersey College of Dentistry.
He lectured to dental soci-
eties in the U.S. and around

the world and produced a
national television program
on implants.

Dr Ulf ME Wikesjö
received his DDS from

Lund University, Sweden,
and a DMD from Temple
University, Philadelphia,
PA; certification for
advanced training in
Periodontology at Lund
University from the
National Board of Health
and Welfare, Sweden, and
from Loma Linda
University, Loma Linda,
CA; and a PhD (Odont. Dr.)
on Experimental Wound
Healing from Lund
University. Dr. Wikesjö
holds  appointments as

Dr. Ulf Wikesjö named 2013 Isaih Lew Memorial Research Award
winner by AAID Foundation



Professor of Periodontology,
Oral Biology, and Graduate
Studies; Director,
Laboratory for Applied
Periodontal & Craniofacial
Regeneration; Interim
Associate Dean of Research,
Medical College of Georgia,
Augusta, GA; and Adjunct
Professor of Periodontology,
Malmö University, Centre
for Oral Health Sciences,
Malmö, Sweden. He is a
Diplomate of the American
Board of Periodontology. He
serves on the Editorial
Board of scientific journals
in periodontology and
implant dentistry.

Prior coming to Medical

College of Georgia, Dr
Wikesjö served as Professor
of Periodontics, Loma Linda
University; Head and
Principal Scientist,
Preclinical Research,
Oral/Maxillofacial Studies,
Bone Biology &
Applications, Genetics
Institute, Inc. (Wyeth
Research), Andover, MA;
and Professor of
Periodontology and Oral
Biology, Temple University.
He is the founding Director
of the Laboratory for
Applied Periodontal &
Craniofacial Regeneration.

Dr. Wikesjö has devel-
oped and characterized

unique discriminating
models to evaluate the bio-
logic and clinical potential
of bone biomaterials/
devices, and biologic factors
including bone morpho-
genetic proteins (BMPs) for
craniofacial tissue engi-
neering with emphasis on
alveolar augmentation, to
evaluate oral implant/bone
interface biology, and for
periodontal wound healing/
regeneration. His
Laboratory for Applied
Periodontal & Craniofacial
Regeneration (www.mcg.edu/
LACPR) collaborates with
academic and corporate 
centers within the U.S.,

Germany, Italy,
Switzerland, Norway,
Sweden, Brazil, Japan,
Korea, Taiwan, and
Thailand. Dr. Wikesjö is a
leader in his field and pres-
ents his research
worldwide. He is the author
of more than 190 original
articles, reviews, and chap-
ters in refereed scientific
journals and texts, 150
abstracts, and he has made
more than 200 invited pre-
sentations at international
scientific workshops and
conferences, academic insti-
tutions, and to learned
societies. w
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The 2013 AAID Dental
Student Award is available to
all accredited dental educa-
tion programs in the United
States and Canada. Fifty-
seven schools awarded the
AAID Dental Student Award
for undergraduate or grad-
uate students this year at
their graduation ceremonies.

Award recipients
received a certificate of
recognition and were pro-
vided one year free
membership in the AAID
and a complimentary regis-
tration at the Annual
Meeting.

The recipients and
schools that participated in
order of the name of the
school are:

Undergraduate Dental
Student Award Recipients
A.T. Still University of
Health Sciences Arizona
School of Dentistry and
Oral Health

Maria Inez Bartoletti,
DMD, MPH

Baylor College of
Dentistry Component of
Texas A&M Health
Sciences Center

Stephanie Ashley
Padilla, DDS

Boston University
Goldman School of
Dental Medicine

Blake Russell Rogers, DMD
Case Western Reserve
University School of
Dental Medicine

Kate Burke 
Cartwright, DMD

Columbia University
College of Dental
Medicine

Kristina Tee, DDS
Creighton University
School of Dentistry

Zachary C. Ramberg, DDS
Ecole de Medecine
Dentaire

Andrew Gayed, DMD
Georgia Regents
University

Ivan Stojanov, DMD
Harvard University
School of Dental
Medicine

Qian Yang, DMD
Howard University
College of Dentistry

Maria L. Hodas, DDS
Indiana University
School of Dentistry

Walter Samuel Langkau,
DDS

Loma Linda University
School of Dentistry

Jason Mashni
Louisiana State
University School of
Dentistry

Ashley L. Keen, DDS
Marquette University
School of Dentistry

James Schaeffer, DDS
Medical University of
South Carolina College
of Dental Medicine

Allison Poole Caldwell,
DMD

Meharry Medical
College School of
Dentistry

Donna M. Frye
Midwestern University
College of Dental
Medicine

Jordan Zingerman, DMD

New York University
College of Dentistry

Manishkumar Patel, DDS
Nova Southeastern
University College of
Dental Medicine

Gustavo Lopez De Oliveira
Ohio State University
College of Dentistry

Sung Jin Min, DDS
Oregon Health and
Science University
School of Dentistry

Rachel Shear, DMD
Southern Illinois
University School of
Dental Medicine

Tyler A. Crews, DMD
State University of New
York at Buffalo School of
Dental Medicine

Catherine Grace Cagino,
DDS

State University of New
York at Stony Brook

School of Dental
Medicine

Mishel Eshaghianpour,
DDS

Tufts University School
of Dental Medicine

Assal Assadi-Moghadam,
DMD

Universite de Montreal
Samuel Jacques, DMD

University of Alabama
School of Dentistry at
UAB

Conor J. Rutledge, DMD
University of British
Columbia

Laura Bowman, DMD
University of California
at San Francisco School
of Dentistry

Vincent Lieu Ho
University of Colorado
at Denver and Health
Sciences Center

Kathryn Elena LaFree,
DDS

The 2013 AAID Dental Student Award

Dr. Jeffrey W. Hutter, Dean, Boston University Henry M. Goldman
School of Dental Medicine, (L-R) Dr. Christine Paige, and Dr. Richard
D’Innocenzo present the AAID Dental Student Award to Dr. Blake
Rogers, Class of 2013.



University of
Connecticut School of
Dental Medicine

Roberta Wright, DMD
University of Illinois at
Chicago College of
Dentistry

Claire T. Sheehan, DDS
University of Iowa
College of Dentistry

Jane E. Vu, DDS
University of Kentucky
College of Dentistry

Michael Piepgrass, DMD
University of Louisville
School of Dentistry

Jacob Matthew Esham
Masters, DMD

University of Medicine &
Dentistry of New Jersey
New Jersey Dental
School

Joseph P Zichella, DMD
University of Michigan
School of Dentistry

Ju-Hee Ma, DDS
University of Minnesota
School of Dentistry

Amy E. Holtan, DDS
University of Mississippi
School of Dentistry

Austin J. Ladner, DMD
University of Missouri-
Kansas City School of
Dentistry

Nelson C. Kanning, DDS
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UNLV School of Dental Medicine winner of the AAID Certificate of
Recognition, Deepa Assandas. Dean Karen West and Dr. Frank Jones
stand beside her in the photo.

       NO        NO 
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have sporadically offered a
webinar or two, the
Education Committee has
created an aggressive plan
to offer live webinars and
archived online program-
ming on a regular basis —
at least one per month. 

There is a wealth of
talent within the AAID. Not
only are our members out-
standing clinicians, but they
are adept at sharing their
knowledge with others in
the field. Many are directors
of MaxiCourses® or run a
study club. For several
years, we have published
information in AAIDNews
about courses given by our
credentialed members. We
are now adding that to our
web site. The Education
Committee is studying addi-
tional levels of engagement
with our credentialed mem-
bers and their courses in
order to increase what is
available to the implant pro-
fession by and through the
AAID. 

In last year’s interview I
briefly mentioned specialty
status for implant dentistry.
In the Summer 2013 issue of
AAIDNews, I discussed in
more detail my views on the
value of specialty status and
an outside-the-box approach.
Since that time, representa-
tives of the Academy met
with leaders of American
Society of Dentist
Anesthesiologists (ASDA),
American Academy of Oral
Medicine (AAOM), and the
American Academy of

Orofacial Pain (AAOP) to
draft organizational docu-
ments, procedures, and more
to move the American Board
of Dental Specialties (ABDS)
closer to reality. Now that
the structure of the ABDS is
in place, I believe that, even-
tually, qualified implant
dentists will be able to
legally announce themselves
as specialists in implant
dentistry.

Of course specialty status
and our bona fide creden-
tials are joined at the hip.
We would never be in a posi-
tion to even think about
recognition as a specialty if
our credentials were not the
most credible, valid, and rec-
ognized in the profession. I
am pleased that the
Admissions and Credentials
Board is maintaining our
rigorous standards while at
the same time taking steps
to expand access. 

Next year AAID will
implement an online,
remotely accessible, live, oral
case exam. It will be offered
in Dubai, and I trust will be
successful, and eventually
become an ongoing alterna-
tive that will encourage
more members to complete
the examination process and
obtain their credential. In
addition, the A&C Board
reviewed the Associate
Fellow case requirements,
particularly the edentulous
arch case. They have now
created two new alternatives
to that requirement to
address the reality that
many doctors do not have
the opportunity to treat a
patient with an edentulous

arch. This is another step in
the right direction to
increase access to our cre-
dential while maintaining
our rigorous standards. 

The new consumer web
site launched earlier this
year to rave reviews by
members and consumers
alike. The site has an
attractive look, informative
content, and a useful “find-
a-dental-implant-expert”
search. In the few short
months, the site has moved
up from page seven on
Google search for “dental
implants” to the middle of
page two, and we are
number one on Google
when searching for
“implant dentist.” This has
been accomplished strictly
organically without any
paid search. Our goal is to
be number one for both
search terms. If you have
not visited the site, please
do so. The URL is
www.aaid-implant.org or
www.thedentalimplant
experts.com. 

If you are a credentialed
member of the Academy,
check out your profile online
and update it with the infor-
mation about your practice.
You may easily do that at
www.aaid.com after you log
in as a member. Also, be sure
to add links to the consumer
web site as well as the AAID
web site to your own web
site.

The front page of the
AAID web site itself has
been redesigned as well. It is
now more interactive,
updated continually, and
contains a news feed of

important information about
the implant dentistry world
to keep you up to date. 

The Academy is now
active on social media
through regular updates 
to its Facebook page 
(facebook.com/aaid
implantdentists), on
Twitter (twitter.com/aaid_
dentists), Linkedin
(www.linkedin.com/
company/american-
academy-of-implant-denti
stry), Google+ (American
Academy of Implant
Dentistry), and YouTube
(aaid_videos). 

AAID’s staff is constantly
updating, monitoring, and
commenting on social media
on behalf of the Academy.
You can help by visiting the
various pages and liking or
following AAID. If there is
something that you see that
you like, be sure to share it
with colleagues. If you want
to comment or post, feel free
to do so. Social media is a
conversation, not a lecture,
so please participate.

For years, I have encour-
aged the Academy to be
more active globally. I am
pleased that we have done
so through the creation of
five MaxiCourses® outside
the U.S. At our Annual
Meetings, we have created a
half-day segment during the
Main Podium Programs that
we have designated as “The
International Connection.”
In Phoenix at this year’s
Annual Meeting we will fea-
ture the “Spanish
Connection” with speakers
from throughout Latin
America. Simultaneous

President’s Message
continued from page 3
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University of Nebraska
Medical Center College
of Dentistry

Meghan M. Hungerford,
DDS

University of Nevada,
Las Vegas School of
Dental Medicine

Deepa M. Assandas, DMD
University of North
Carolina School of
Dentistry

Molly Jordan Tesch
University of Oklahoma
College of Dentistry

Bart Allen Stears, DDS
University of
Pennsylvania School of
Dental Medicine

Mark Kyuyoung Park,
DMD

University of Pittsburgh
School of Dental
Medicine

Scott Santoro, DMD
University of
Saskatchewan

Caitlin Brown

University of Tennessee
College of Dentistry

Robert Brandon Scott, DDS
University of Texas
Health Science Center-
Houston Dental Branch

Cuong Q. Phan, DDS
University of Texas
Health Science Center-
San Antonio Dental
School

Janelle M. Baumgarten,
DDS

University of the Pacific
Arthur A. Dugoni School
of Dentistry

Jordan J. Juarez, DDS
University of
Washington-Health
Sciences School of
Dentistry

Kaitlin Poppe, DDS
Virginia Commonwealth
University School of
Dentistry

Tyler E. Ball, DDS
West Virginia University
School of Dentistry

Wesley Howard, DDS
Western University of
Health Sciences College
of Dentistry

Luisa Snyder, DMD

Graduate Dental Student
Award Recipients
Brookdale University
Hospital Medical Center

Jenna Leigh Polinsky, DDS

Indiana University
School of Dentistry

Eassa Ali E. Alobaidi,
BDS w

translation will be provided
from Spanish to English
during that segment and
from English to Spanish
throughout the meeting. The
newly re-constituted
Education Committee plans
to continue the Inter national
Connection segment at the
2014 Annual Education
Conference and beyond. 

Not only has the world
grown smaller but time has
become more precious. In
order to respond to both situ-

ations, the Academy has put
in place remote learning
opportunities through webi-
nars — live and archived. We
entered into an agreement
with EBSCO to provide
AAID members with free
access to the Dentistry and
Oral Sciences Source. This
online database of over 400
journals and other publica-
tions provides members with
the ability to conduct
research of the literature
without leaving your office or

home. Unlike most data-
bases, ours provides access to
full-text articles from over
200 publications. The
Academy is the only organi-
zation in dentistry to provide
this benefit. As I mentioned
above, the A&C Board is
bringing the credentialing
process to you to help elimi-
nate the time and travel
burden. AAID’s mobile app
at the Annual Meeting —
now entering its third year
— brings the Annual

Meeting to you through
access to program informa-
tion, exhibitors, and
communications among
those in attendance.

It is just beginning. So as
you can see, it isn’t over. We
have put in place a culture
and structure to build a
bigger, better, and bolder
AAID. It has been an honor
and privilege serving as
your president this past
year and I thank you for the
opportunity. w

Dr. Barry Dolman / Président de L’Ordre des dentistes du Québec (first
on the left), following by the Rector of University, Mr. Guy Breton; The
graduate student, Dr. Samuel Jacques; The Dean of the Faculty, Dr.
Gilles Lavigne.

Award
continued from page 19



ContacEZ Founder Dr.
Daniel S. Kim published in
Academy of General
Dentistry Journal

Dr. Daniel S. Kim, the
founder and inventor of
ContacEZ, a leader in man-
ufacturing diamond strips
and dental products, has
published an article titled
“An Evaluation and
Adjustment Method for
Natural Proximal Contacts
of Crowns Using Diamond
Dental Strips: A Case
Report” which can be found
in the Journal of Academy
of General Dentistry, Volume
61 Number 5, Page 60. 

In his article, he presents
an innovative method of
crown seating using diamond
strips. Dr. Kim’s simple, con-
sistent method makes it
easier for clinicians to pro-
vide comfortable and
long-lasting restorations with
minimal time and effort.

The article can be
viewed on the ContacEZ
website, www.contacez.com/
press.php. 

Core3dcentres® Launches
Core3daCADemy®

Education Program

Core3dcentres® announces
the launch of its
Core3daCADemy® and
Core3dStudyClub, one of

the most comprehensive
and effective combinations
of product and educational
support available to the
dental laboratory market
today. Combining
lecture�style and hands-on
instruction, these educa-
tional programs have been
specifically designed to
advance and differentiate
dental technicians’/dental
laboratory owners’ skills
and abilities in the fast-
evolving digital dentistry
arena.

Offered on�site in
Core3dcentres Las
Vegas�based facilities and/or
off-site at your laboratory
(or via presentations with a
variety of dental organiza-
tions), these programs
deliver the skills and tech-
niques necessary to leverage
the full spectrum of recent
advancements in CAD/CAM
technologies, digital work-
flows and leading-edge
material sciences, all in one
convenient package. They
also feature the information
needed to take advantage 
of new and emerging tech-
nologies.

For more information,
course schedules and regis-
tration information (or to
arrange for course delivery
at your laboratory), please
visit www.core3dcentres.com
or contact Emily Bradley,
Director at Core3dcentres®

Core3daCADemy®, toll�free
at 888-750-9204 or by 
email ebradley@
core3dcentres-na.com.

DEXIS® digital X-ray sys-
tems, now in place at
Share A Smile’s charitable
dental clinic

DEXIS has donated
Platinum™ intra-oral digital
sensors and image manage-
ment software to Share A
Smile, a non-profit organiza-
tion that provides dental
services for the homeless to
help them become employ-
able again. The clinic
operates in Provo, Utah.

DEXIS, along with Henry
Schein® Practice Solutions
(makers of Dentrix® Practice
Management Software) and
Reality Engineering (cre-
ators of Guru patient
education software), pro-
vided the Share A Smile
charity clinic with robust
hardware and software, as
well as peripheral equip-
ment. All these donations
allow the clinic to operate
with leading technologies
that can help the volunteer
healthcare providers
improve patient care.

DEXIS has a strong his-
tory of supporting national
and international outreach
programs including Give
Kids A Smile®, TeamSmile®

and Mission of Mercy®. For
more information about

DEXIS, visit www.dexis.com.
Share A Smile has been

in operation since 2001,
and currently operates in
partnership with the Food
and Care Coalition of Utah
County. Share A Smile pro-
vides much-needed dental
services for the homeless
and needy in Utah County,
as well as dental services
internationally in China,
Morocco, Boliva, Mexico
and Belarus. More informa-
tion on Share A Smile is at
www.shareasmile.net.

J. Morita USA Hires Senior
Vice President of Sales &
Marketing

J. Morita USA, world leader
in the manufacture, distri-
bution, and service of dental
equipment and supplies,
announces the addition of
Travis Harrison as the
Senior Vice President of
Sales and Marketing.

Harrison comes to Morita
with over 8 years of sales
and marketing experience
and 16 years in imaging
technologies. In this role, he
will assume responsibility
for sales management, mar-
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keting programs, and
strategic partnerships for
the company’s capital equip-
ment, small equipment and
consumable product lines. 

Harrison holds a bache-
lors degree in Business
Administration from
Kansas State University, as
well as certifications as a
Dental Radiology
Technologist and Registered

Dental Assistant. He is also
a current member of the
American Association of
Dental and Maxillofacial
Radiology Technologists
(AADMRT), American
Society of Sleep Radiology
Technologists (ASSRT), and
a former member of the 
U.S. Army.

Harrison will be based at
the corporate office located
in Irvine, California. More
information is available at
www.morita.com/usa. w

Dear David:
I am extremely
grateful to you and
the AAIDNews as it
has kept me informed
on a very important
aspect of my personal
and professional life.
My premature retire-
ment from the Academy and
my implant practice due to
a serious personal family
situation came during a
very critical time for the
future of our Academy. I
believe I was the last presi-
dent to devote a whole year
petitioning the ADA for spe-
cialty status. 

The last several issues of
the newsletter have
touched on some of the
most critical changes of our
Academy. Dr. Frank Recker,
whom we hired advised us
to “document your creden-
tials.” I appointed Dr. Terry
Reynolds, a longtime friend
and a valued colleague on
the A&C Board, to head the
specialty application com-
mittee knowing he would
give us a comprehensive
teaching program and to
help with the validation of
our educational credentials. 

When I completed my
time on the executive
council, I was asked to
become chairman of the
A&C board with the task of
documenting our creden-
tials. With Joyce Sigmon’s
help we hired educational
consultants and began the
process. We required our
entire course faculty to pro-

vide lecture outlines
and examination
questions. We devel-
oped forms to
validate each and
every portion of our
examination process,
including grades for
oral portions.

I understand Dr. Nick
Caplanis and his noble
desires. These were the same
ones we had in 1988. We gave
up on the ADA and their spe-
cialty process having learned
that the politics were not
based on differences of phi-
losophy or concern for
patients, but rather on what
drives all politics — i.e.
money, and what it controls. 

Therefore, I believe
before we go too far, let’s
review 1988. First, the AAID
was deemed qualified to rep-
resent the discipline. Even
though we had not then
totally validated our creden-
tialing process, it was
recognized as adequate. We
were primarily rejected
because the “discipline could
be incorporated within other
existing specialties,” the
ones with the most money,
representation in the ADA
House of Delegates and the
ones our specialty would
impact financially.

Why did Frank fight so
long and so hard to obtain
recognition of our creden-
tials in the court system,
and why was he so com-
pletely successful? Being
the great lawyer he is, he
knew we had a good case.

provide an alternative to
ADA politics, how will it play
in the deeper politics of the
university faculties?

I have another area of
concern.  I agree with Dr.
Reynolds on this most crit-
ical issue we have been
discussing for a long time.
The AAID is multimodal and
has a long, successful history
of cases to prove that state-
ment. Would a new specialty
be multimodal or root form
only. The public will be the
big loser in that case and
members skilled in other
viable treatment options will
be jeopardized. 

The AAID has come a
long way. We are respected
by our patients. We are rec-
ognized by the licensing
boards in the majority of the
states. Those who have led
this Academy all these years
have done so avoiding poli-
tics. Let’s keep it that way.

Sincerely, 
R.W. Evasic, DDS w

We just needed a level
playing field, one concerned
with “good of the public and
their right to know.”

I disagree with the state-
ment that we were
“erroneous” in 1988 and we
believed we would be granted
specialty. We supported
Frank’s efforts all these years
because it better served our
Academy’s need and the
needs of our patients. 

What I see as a major
problem is the cost and effort
compared to the benefit that
a specialty would mean to a
majority of our members.
How many will want to give
up their current type or prac-
tice? How many dental
schools will hire outside of
their current faculty to teach
the discipline? Currently,
many schools love our
courses and the finances they
produce. How many profes-
sorships will be granted to
our very qualified members?
If this new organization may

Letter to the Editor

Industry News
continued from page 22

R.W. Evasic, DDS
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Dr. Emile Martin of
Syracuse, New York has
been named the 2013 Aaron
Gerschkoff - Norman
Goldberg Award winner. 

This award was estab-
lished by the American
Academy of Implant
Dentistry to honor one indi-
vidual each year who
exemplifies the commit-
ment of the co-founders of
the Academy — Dr. Aaron
Gershkoff and Dr. Norman
Goldberg. They brought
dentists from around the
world together to form the
Academy. They wrote the
first textbook in the U.S. on
implant dentistry and pre-
sented the first program on

implant dentistry at an
American Dental
Association annual
meeting.

Dr. Martin earned his
DDS from Temple
University in 1974 and has

engaged in the private
practice of dentistry in
Syracuse, New York, since
1975. He completed the
University of Pennsylvania
three-year participatory
program in dental implan-
tology in 1985 and became
a Fellow of the AAID in
1994. He earned his Board
Certification as a
Diplomate from the
American Board of Oral
Implantology/Implant
Dentistry in 1997. 

He has been awarded
Mastership in the Academy
of General Dentistry and in
the Academy of Laser

Dentistry, where he also
served as president. Dr.
Martin is the recipient of
the Academy of General
Dentistry Life Time
Learning and Service
Recognition Award and the
Academy of Laser Dentistry
Distinguished Service
Award. He served as presi-
dent of the Academy of
Laser Dentistry. He is a
past president of the AAID,
past chair of the AAID
Foundation and currently
serves on the Board of
Directors of the American
Board of Oral Implantology/
Implant Dentistry. w

Gershkoff - Goldberg Award Winner Named

O C T O B E R  2 0 1 3

23-26 62nd AAID ANNUAL
MEETING
Phoenix, AZ

N O V E M B E R  2 0 1 3

8-9 5th Dental-Facial
Cosmetic International
Conference
Dubai UAE

A P R I L  2 0 1 4

11-12 Western and Central
Districts Meeting
San Francisco, CA

J U N E  2 0 1 4

6-7 Southern and Northeast
Districts Meeting
Fort Lauderdale, FL

N O V E M B E R  2 0 1 4

5-8 63rd ANNUAL IMPLANT
EDUCATION CONFER-
ENCE
Orlando, FL

Upcoming Key AAID Dates

Check the AAID Online Calendar
using this QR Code for a complete
listing of all Key AAID Dates. w

Dr. Edward Amet honored by
Sigma Chi International
Fraternity
Dr. Edward Amet, an
Honored Fellow of the
American Academy of
Implant Dentistry,
received the “Significant
Sig Award” from Sigma
Chi’s International
Fraternity Committee.
This is the highest recog-
nition for achievement in
a brother’s professional career and civic endeavors.
Sigma Chi Fraternity has recognized more than 1,500
brothers since the “Significant Sig Award’s” inception
at the 1935 Grand Chapter. The award will be pre-
sented to Dr. Amet in the Fall at the Sigma Chi
fraternity House at the University of Puget Sound.
Dr. Amet is also a Diplomate of the American Board
of Oral Implantology/Implant Dentistry. w

Check out www.aaid.com 
to get the most out of your AAID membership.
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Allen Aptekar, DMD
General Practitioner
Maple, Ontario
Canada

Eric D. Deverill, DDS
General Practitioner
Solana Beach, CA USA

Ali Fathi-Afshar, DDS
General Practitioner
Edmonton, Alberta
Canada

James E. Ference, DMD
General Practitioner
Johnstown, PA 

Michael S. Fioritto, DDS
General Practitioner
Mentor, OH 

Lee Fitzgerald, DDS
General Practitioner
Plano, TX 

Antoanela 
Garbacea, DDS
Graduate of Implant
Residency Program
Redlands, CA 

Ira Goldberg, DDS
General Practitioner
Succasunna, NJ 

Alvaro Gracia, DMD
Prosthodontist
Norton, MA 

William J. 
Holden, DDS
General Practitioner
Edmonton, Alberta
Canada

Donald M. Jayne, DDS
General Practitioner
Seattle, WA 

Diane E. Land, DDS
General Practitioner
Las Vegas, NV 

Akash Prafull 
Lapsi, DDS
General Practitioner
Mission Viejo, CA 

Joseph A. Leonetti, DMD
Oral and Maxillofacial
Surgeon
Malvern, PA 

John R. Nikas, DMD
Board Certified
Periodontist
West Chester, PA 

Alexander 
Pritsky, DMD
Board Certified
Periodontist
Fresno, CA w

AAID Membership Ambassadors
AAID Membership
Ambassadors know
first-hand how mem-
bership in the
Academy helps den-
tists establish or
expand their exper tise
in implant dentistry
and encourage their
colleagues to join the
AAID.

We would like to
thank the Member -
ship Ambassadors
who have referred col-
leagues as new
members between
July 2 – August 23,
2013.

Thank you for refer-
ring three colleagues

to the Academy.
John Minichetti,
DMD, from
Englewood, NJ

Thank you for refer-
ring two colleagues
to the Academy.
Jason Kim, DDS,
from Flushing, NY

Thank you for refer-
ring one colleague to
the Academy.
Louie Al-Faraje,
DDS, from San
Diego, CA 

Gordon J.
Christensen, DDS,
MSD, PhD, from
Provo, UT 

see Ambassadors p. 29

2013 New ABOI/ID Diplomates



A cutting edge that’s immediately apparent from the moment of
insertion…and it’s no accident.
                       
As Parameters for success in oral implantology have changed beyond
just “integration”, so have new technologies in manufacture and design.

address mechanical and biological interactions of implants and bone 
in ways only dreamed of in the past.

A perfect example is BLOSSOM™. Its unique macro
architecture (patent pending) allows the implant 

lowers insertion torque, minimizes compression micro

fracture and also provides for decreased micro movement*.
BLOSSOM™ Implants seat like nothing you’ve ever experienced…you 
can actually feel the difference.

micro-blasting coupled with proprietary 
manufacturing processes gave birth to the 
bioactive surface OSSEAN®. Studies** 

found it to be the only surface incorporating three important character-
istics: fractal architecture, nanoroughness and CaPO4 Molecular Impreg-
nation (1000x smaller than nanoparticles).   

See the changes. Feel the difference. 888.330.0338

architecture (patent pending) allows the implant 

lowers insertion torque, minimizes compression microlowers insertion torque, minimizes compression micro

Welcome to the New Cutting Edge.

   * The effect of implant design on insertion torque and immediate micromotion. Freitas AC Jr, Bonfante EA, Coelho PG. Amilcar C., et al. Clinical Oral Implants Research: January 2012, Volume 23, Issue 1, pages 113–118.

U.S. & WORLDWIDE PATENTS PENDING | MADE IN THE USA

www.intra-lock.com
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Membership

ALABAMA
Jonathan Ouellette, DMD

Birmingham

ARIZONA
Chris Menghini, DDS

Phoenix
John Van, DDS

Phoenix

CALIFORNIA
Tina Ghotanian, DDS

Toluca Lake
Anson Kwong, DDS

Roseville
Niknam Refahi, DDS

San Diego

COLORADO
Christopher N. Liontas,

DDS
Pueblo West

Mark Andrew Reynolds
Denver

CONNECTICUT
Kemi Amos Gerfen, DMD

Danbury

FLORIDA
Jose Luis Beltran, DMD,

MD
Tampa

Albert Igual, DDS
Doral

Thanh Truong Mai, DMD
Hudson

Brandon Scott, DDS
Panama City

IOWA
Michael Wayne Vandello,

DDS
Bettendorf

INDIANA
Todd Meeks, DDS

Fort Wayne

MARYLAND
Chin-Shiu Lin, DDS

Bethesda

MICHIGAN
James R. Stewart, DDS

Livonia

NORTH CAROLINA
Pamela Putman, DMD

Asheville
John Carroll Jernigan, DDS

Raleigh

NEBRASKA
Gregory Lee Torosian, DDS

Omaha

NEW JERSEY
George Bork, DMD

Hampton
Musa Macapodi, DDS

Jamesburg

NEW MEXICO
Timothy Rauch, DDS

Albuquerque

NEVADA
Nathan Schwartz, DDS

Henderson

NEW YORK
Brent A. Bradford, DDS

Liverpool
Robert Steven Chorney,

DDS
Stony Point

Pasquale A. D’Orlando, DDS
Massapequa Park

Michael Kushner, DDS
Staten Island

Klodiana Margariti, DDS
Brooklyn

Nilay Nanavati, DDS
Levittown

Steven Litwin, DDS
Buffalo

OHIO
Rajan Kanti Sheth, DDS

Delaware
Steve D. Shufflebarger, DDS

Xenia

PENNSYLVANIA
Scott A. Santoro, DMD

Pittsburgh

PUERTO RICO
Libel Eduardo Gerez, 

San Juan

Humberto Nunez Gil, 
San Juan

TEXAS
Ross Wyatt Anderson, DDS

El Campo
Robert D’Alfonso, DDS

Lakeway
Naren Mikilineni, DMD

Irving
Joseph A. Norman, DDS

Spring
Eldon Matthew Lamb, DDS

Schertz
Luis Mauricio Rodriguez,

DDS
Webster

UTAH
Bryce J.D. Williams, DDS

Salt Lake City

WASHINGTON
Min-Hsiung Huang, DDS

Clyde Hill
Jordan Zingerman, DMD

Puyallup

WEST VIRGINIA
Ryan Joseph Greene, DDS

Westover

EGYPT
Osama Aly Ibrahim Alsaid

Aly Gabr, BDS
Cairo

Mohannad El Akabawi
Cairo

Ziad Ayman Abdel Hameed
Hamouda, BDS
Giza

Wadhah Abdulnaser Noman
Alhajj
Ismailia

Yasser Ibrahem Saleh, BDS
Mansaura

INDIA
Archana Palakkal Meethil,

MDS
Chennai

ITALY
Salvatore D’Amato,

DDS,MD
Napoli

SOUTH KOREA
Sung Jin Kim, DDS, PhD

Gwangmyeong-si,
Gyeonggi-do

Dong Woo Han, 
Seoul

UNITED KINGDOM
Eleftherios Martinis,

DDS,MSC
London  w

NEW MEMBERS
The AAID is pleased to welcome the following new members to the Academy. The following members joined
between July 3, 2013 and August 26, 2013. If you joined the Academy recently and your name does not appear, it
will be listed in the next newsletter. The list is organized by country, by state and then alphabetically by city.
Contact your new colleagues and welcome them to the academy. You may find their contact information online in
the members’ section of AAID’s web site. Scan the QR code to log into the members’ section.

PATENTED IMMEDIATE LOAD 
TECHNOLOGY
US Patent: US 8,277,218,B2

COME SEE US AT BOOTH 500
at the AAID 62nd Annual Meeting & learn how the OCO Biomedical

Dual Stabilization® implant can change the way you do implant dentistry.
(800) 228-0477

www.ocobiomedical.com
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Diana Oliver Frum,
DDS, from Westover, WV 

Jay Elliott, DDS, from
Houston, TX 

Robert Heller, DDS,
from Lewis Center, OH 

Venkateshwar
Kommidi, DDS, from
Irving, TX 

Paul L Ouellette, DDS,
MS, from Merritt Island, FL 

Mario Santagata, MD,
PhD, from Aversa, Italy

Dale Spencer, DDS,
from Hickory, NC 

Gregory Lee Torosian,
DDS, from Omaha, NE 

Matthew Young DDS,
from San Francisco, CA 

Would you like to be an
AAID Membership
Ambassador? Simply
encourage your colleagues to
join the AAID. Offer your col-
leagues a discount on their
first year’s membership dues
by having them specify your
name in the “How did you
learn about the AAID?” 

section of the membership
application. Your colleague
saves $50 off their 2013 dues
by simply placing your name
on the referral line.

Refer a member by
November 1, 2013 and be
entered into a drawing for
2014 AAID membership
dues up to a $600 value. 

If you would like to
request membership appli-
cations, contact Carolina
Hernandez in the
Headquarters Office at 
carolina@aaid.com or by
phone at 312-335-1550. w

Ambassadors
continued from page 26

CONTINUING INNOVATIONS
4.0 x 5.0mm SHORT ® Implant
With the Bicon design, edentulous sites with minimal bone can be restored simply — sites 
which simply could not be restored with other implant designs.

4.0 x 5.0mm

4.0 x 5.0mm

4.0 x 6.0mm

5.0 x 5.0mm

6.0 x 6.0mm

6.0 x 5.0mm

5.0 x 6.0mm4.5 x 6.0mmwww.bicon.com

 
  

 

 
  

 

 
  

 

 
  

 

 
  

 

 
  

 

 
  

 

David Resnick, DDS, Recipient of Inaugural Paul Johnson Service Award
David Resnisk,
DDS, FAAID,
DABOI/ID, has
been named
the recipient of
the first Paul
Johnson Service Award.

Created by the Board of
Trustees at their meeting in
October 2012, the award is to
recognize outstanding service
to AAID as exemplified by
the late Dr. Paul Johnson.
It is intended to acknowledge
the work of AAID volunteers

who have gone “over and
above” and highlight that
much of the success of AAID
is due to the hard work of
committed volunteers.

Any AAID member, with
the exception of national
officers, who volunteers for
any AAID committee, task
force, district, or meeting, is
eligible to be considered for
the award. The criteria
established for the Award
suggests that the recipient: 
• Consistently participated

at the committee, district
level with thoughtful con-
tributions

• Prepared for meetings by
reviewing materials, par-
ticipated in discussions

• Could be counted on to
follow-through on any and
all assignments

• Consistently went “over
and above” on volunteer
activities or projects

• Set an example for the
rest of the volunteers 

The Board of Trustees del-
egated to staff the responsi -
bility to choose the recipient. 

Dr. Resnick was chosen
from a half-dozen nominees.
He exemplified the spirit of
this award through his work
with the Western District on
behalf of his home district —
the Central District. He
actively participated on the
planning calls for the 2012
Western and Central
Districts Meeting held in
Vancouver, British Columbia.
He encouraged the Central
District to hold a dinner in
honor of Dr. Alfred “Duke”
Heller at the 2013 Central
and Western District
Meeting held in Chicago. Dr.
Resnick served six years on
the Membership Committee
and continues his tenure on
the Admissions &
Credentials Board. Known
for his northwoods-approach
to haberdashery, Dr. Resnick
went above and beyond by
purchasing a suit to wear at
the dinner in honor of Dr.
Heller. Of course, he still
wore his trademark sneakers
with his new suit. w
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Continuing Education Bite
AAID MaxiCourses®

27th Annual GRU/AAID MaxiCourse®

“Comprehensive Training Program in Implant
Dentistry”

Monthly March through December
Contact: Lynn Thigpen
Phone: 800-221-6437 or 706-721-3967
E-mail: lbthigpen@georgiahealth.edu
Web site: www.georgiahealth.edu

Oregon/AAID MaxiCourse®

Medoline, Inc.
September – June 
1 weekend per month
Contact: Dr. Shane Samy
Phone: 800-603-7617
E-mail: oraaaidmaxicourse@gmail.com
Web site: www.oraaaidmaxicourse.com

Loma Linda University/AAID MaxiCourse®

Loma Linda, California
Monthly March through December
Continuing Dental Education
11245 Anderson St.; Suite 120
Loma Linda, CA 92354
www.llu.edu/assets/dentistry/documents/cde/

maxicourse2010.pdf

9th MaxiCourse® Asia
October – August 
One week bi-monthly
Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates; New Dehli,

India; Bangalore India; Jeddah, Saudi Arabia
Contact: Dr. Shankar Iyer
E-mail: drsiyer@aol.com
Web site: www.aaid-asia.org

Korea MaxiCourse®

Monthly March through December
Contact: Dr. Jaehyun Shim
E-mail: dental-care@hanmail.net
Web site: www.kdi-aaid.com

Puerto Rico MaxiCourse®

Ten sessions from September through June
Contact: Miriam Montes, Program Coordinator
Phone: 787-642-2708
E-mail: mimontesmock@yahoo.com
Web site: www.theadii.com

Ti-MAXImplant Maxicourse®

September – June 
Ten 3-day weekends
Oakville, Ontario, Canada and Waterloo,

Ontario, Canada
Phone: 905-235-1006
Contact: Chantel Furlong
E-mail: info@ti-maxicourse.ca
Web site: www.ti-maxicourse.ca

University of Nevada Las Vegas
MaxiCourse®

Contact: John Minichetti, DMD
Phone: 201-871-3555
E-mail: drminichetti@englewooddental.com

Rutgers School of Dental Medicine
Contact: Janice Gibbs-Reed
Phone: 973-972-6561
E-mail: gibbs@umdnj.edu

Vancouver, British Columbia MaxiCourse®

Contact: Andrew Gillies
Phone: 604-531-3344 
Email: andrew@implantconnection.ca

Iran ACECR TUMS Branch MaxiCourse®

Contact: Mohammad Ali Mostafavi, BDS, DDS
Frank LaMar, DDS

Phone: 585-305-4305
E-mail: mamostafavi@yahoo.com

flamar@rochester.rr.com
Web site: www.jdtums.ir/aaid/

Courses presented by AAID 
credentialed members*
U.S. Locations
AAID Study Club/Mini Residency in

Implant Dentistry
September – June, Bi-weekly
100 hours CE credit
Approved by NJ State Board of Dentistry
Contact: Dr. Shankar Iyer
E-mail: drsiyer@aol.com
Web site: www.aaid-asia.org

Advanced Laser Course
Edward Kusek, DDS
October 18 & 19, 2013
18 CE hours
Contact: Kristi Meyer
Phone: 605-371-3443
Web site: www.drkusek.com/courses.html

Basic and Advanced Implant Mini-
Residency in Surgery & Pros. and Live
Surgery Weekend

Zimmer Dental Training Course
John C. Minichetti, DMD
Contact: Lisa McCabe
Phone: 201-871-3555
Web site: www.englewooddental.com

Connecticut Dental Implant Institute
Joel L. Rosenlicht, DMD, Director
* Advanced Bone Grafting
* Basic Implant Dentistry
* Advanced Implant Dentistry
All courses feature live surgeries and hands-on

model workshops Venue: Rosenlicht Oral &
Facial Surgery Center, Manchester, CT

Contact: Michelle Marcil
Phone: (860) 649-2272
E-mail: Michelle@jawfixers.com
Web site: www.JawFixers.com

Fixed Removable Implant Treatment
Carol Phillips, DDS
Contact: Melissa Martin
Phone: 800-549-5000

Hands-on Training Institute
Dr. Ken Hebel
Hands On Implant Training –

Prosthetics, Surgery and Bone Grafting
Contact: Kerri Jackson
Phone: 888-806-4442 or 519-439-5999
E-mail: info@handsontraining.com
Web site: www.handsontraining.com
Programs held throughout the year in Canada,

New Jersey, California and Texas

Laser Pocket Reduction & Diode Training
for the Dental Professional

Edward Kusek, DDS
September 27 & 28, 2013
Contact: Kristi Meyer
Phone: 605-371-3443
Web site: www.drkusek.com/courses.html

Linkow Advanced Implant Courses
Course Director: Dr. Michael Shulman
Phone: 201-840-7777
Contact: Amelia
Phone: 551-655-1909
E-mail: info@adiseminars.com
Web site: www.adiseminars.com

Midwest Implant Institute Externship –
Bring Your Own Patients

Drs. Duke & Robert Heller
Contact: 614-885-1215
E-mail: dukeheller@copper.net
Web site: www.midwestimplantinstitute.com

Pathway Learning Series Swiss 
Implants, Inc.

Carol L. Phillips, DDS. Director
84 CE Units – Six 2-DayWorkshops
Contact: Julie Hansen
Phone: 805-781-8700
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Pikos Implant Institute
Michael A. Pikos, DDS
CT Diagnosis and Treatment Planning

Contemporary Soft Tissue Grafting
Advanced Bone Grafting
Advanced Bone Grafting II
Contact: Alison Thiede
Phone: 727-781-0491
E-mail: learn@PikosInstitute.com

Sendax Mini-Implant Seminars & MDI
Mini Residencies

Basic & Advanced Interactive & Hands-On
MDI training

Contact: Keith Henry
Phone: 580-504-8068
E-mail: vis@sendax-minidentimpl.com
Web site: www.sendax-minidentimpl.com

Tatum Institute USA
A Hands-on Learning Series empha-
sizing the “Hilt Tatum” NIRISAB
Philosopy

Location: Atlanta, Georgia
Instructors: Dr. Richard Borgner and Dr. Bernee

Dunson
• Sinus Augmentation/Manipuulation
• Bone Expansion
• Advanced Bone Grafting
• Nerve Lateralization
• Segmental Osteotomies
• Cadaveric Specimen Course
• Each module contains both hands-on 

practicals and live surgeries
Contact: Rebekah Register
Phone: 727-459-4910
E-mail: tatuminfo@aol.com
Web site: tatuminstituteusa.com

Outside U.S. Locations
Beirut Implant Dentistry Center
CE Courses Survey of Surgical and Prosthetic

Implant Care
Drs. Jihad Abdallah & Andre Assaf
Contact: Mahia Cheblac
Phone: +961 1 747650 or +961 1 747651
Fax: +961 1 747652
E-mail: beirutidc@hotmail.com

The D.M. Vassos Dental Implant Centre
Introductory & Advanced Surgical &
Prosthetic Programs

Dr. D.M. Vassos
Mentor Program – Hands-on Program over six

Saturdays
Contact: Rosanna Frey
Phone: 780-488-1240
E-mail: rosanna@dmvassos.com
Web site: www.dmvassos.com

Dr. Samuel Lee’s Mini-Residency Implant
Program

Live Surgical Training
Dr. Samuel Lee, Director
Variable dates year-round
Locations include: Tecate, Mexico; Dong Yang,

China; Santiago, Chile
Contact: Sarah Chung
Phone: 714-308-9413
E-mail: implantseminar@gmail.com
Web site: www.ce4dentist.com/live-surgical-

training.html

Leigh Smile Center, Alberta Canada
“Hands-on” Introductory to Advanced Surgical

and Prosthetic Implant Courses with Live
Surgery.

Dr. Robert E. Leigh, Director
Year-round, Custom Tailored and 5-DAY MINI-

RESIDENCY Courses
Contact: Corie Zeise
Phone: 1-888-877-0737 (Toll Free)
E-mail: coriemanager@gmail.com
Web Sites: www.rockymountainsmilecenter.com

www.leighsmilecenter.com

Pacific Implant Institute
Dr. Ron Zokol
Comprehensive Training in Implant Dentistry
September through June
Location: Vancouver, B.C., Canada
Contact: Kim
Phone: 1-800-668-2280
E-mail: kimber@piidentistry.com
Web site: www.piidentistry.com

AAID Affiliated Study Clubs*
California
Bay Area Implant Synergy Study Group
San Francisco
Matthew Young, DDS, FAAID, DABOI/ID
Contact: Kimberly
Phone: 415-392-8611
E-mail: info@dentalimplantssc.com
Web site: www.drmatthewyoung.com/

BayAreaImplantSynergyPage.htm

Northern California Dental Implant
Continuum

Craig A. Schlie, DDS, AFAAID
Phone: 530-244-6054
E-mail: Dr.Schlie@gmail.com

Florida
Central Florida Dental Implant Study

Group
Altamonte Springs, FL
Don Preble, DMD
Contact: Sharon Bruneau
Phone: 407-831-4008
Fax: 407-831-8604

New Jersey
Bergen County Implant Study Club
John C. Minichetti, DMD
Contact: Lisa McCabe
Phone: 201-871-3555
Web site: www.dentalimplantlearningcenter.com

Lincroft Village Dental Implant Study
Group

Treatment planning, bonegrafting, prosthetics
Richard J. Mercurio, DDS
Contact: Martha Gatton
Phone: 732-842-5005
E-mail: lincroftimplant@aol.com

New York
CNY Implant Study Group
Brian Jackson, DDS
Contact: Melanie – Course Coordinator
Phone: 315-724-5141
E-mail: bjjddsimplant@aol.com

New York Study Club
Edgard El Chaar, DDS
John Minichetti, DMD
Phone: 212-685-5133
E-mail: info@edgardelchaar.com

CANADA
Surrey, British Columbia
Implant Connection I:

Advanced Surgical Group
Ongoing program that is specifically designed

for experienced doctors in implantology. This
class covers lecture and live surgery.

Implant Connection II: Surgical
Mentorship to Incorporate Implants
into Your Practice

One-year program that incorporates lecture, lab
work, surgical demos and live patient surgery.

Implant Connect: Prosthetic Course
One-year program that will cover patient selec-

tion, treatment planning, occlusal
considerations and how to incorporate
implants into your practice.

E-mail: andrew@implantconnection.ca
Web site: www.implantconnection.ca

* This calendar section is available to any cre-
dentialed member of the AAID to post
information about implant education courses
offered by the member. The member must agree
to provide the list of attendees to AAID in
exchange for publication of the course in the
calendar. Study Club listings are available only
to Affiliated AAID Study Clubs. For information
about becoming an Affiliated AAID Study Club,
contact Carolina Hernandez at
Carolina@aaid.com.  w
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