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O. Hilt Tatum Implant Dentistry  
Lifetime Achievement Award & Lecture

By Donald Provenzale, DDS, FAAID, DABOI/ID 
AAID President

It is my distinct honor and privilege to officially announce the establishment of a monumental 
new tradition for our Academy: The O. Hilt Tatum Implant Dentistry Lifetime Achievement 
Award & Lecture.

Established this year, this prestigious award was created to recognize those whose entire 
careers reflect the foundational values that shaped modern implant dentistry through 
meaningful clinical innovation, a lasting footprint on our profession, and an unwavering 
commitment to teaching the next generation. As part of this distinguished recognition, each 
recipient delivers the Dr. Hilt Tatum Lecture at the Annual Conference. Through this lecture, 
recipients honor Dr. Tatum’s influence while inspiring continued innovation, excellence, and 
leadership in implant dentistry.

Honoring a Giant: Dr. O. Hilt Tatum, Jr.

For more than five decades, Dr. Tatum was a foundational force in implant dentistry, 
revolutionizing treatments for the posterior maxilla, atrophic ridge, and compromised implant 
sites. Dr. Tatum firmly believed that a restorative dentist’s ultimate goal is to return patients 
to normal contour, comfort, health, function, and esthetics. He dedicated his life to helping 
others achieve that exact standard through clinical innovation, disciplined education, and 
long-term biological thinking.

His groundbreaking advancements fundamentally changed the trajectory of our field.  
His landmark contributions include:

•	 The NIRISAB Philosophy: Natural Implant Restoration in Stable Alveolar Bone.

•	 Surgical Techniques: Lateral window sinus augmentation graft and sinus lift procedures, 
bone expansion and manipulation, and inferior alveolar nerve lateralization.

•	 Grafting Innovations: Autogenous bone grafting with remote incision techniques and 
vascularized osteotomy with interpositional grafting.

•	 Implant Design: Two-stage titanium root-form implant systems.

Beyond his clinical brilliance, Dr. Tatum was a gifted and devoted educator who delivered 
more than 2,000 presentations worldwide and trained thousands of clinicians. In 2003, his 
contributions were globally recognized when he was named a Chevalier (Knight) of the 
French Legion of Honor.

Dr. Tatum’s pioneering vision forever changed implant dentistry. In honor of his enduring 
legacy, the Dr. Hilt Tatum Lecture will inspire future generations by advancing the spirit of 
innovation, excellence, and education that defined his remarkable career.

          Dr. O. Hilt Tatum, Jr.

AAID NEWS     2026 ISSUE 34



Announcing our Inaugural Recipient:  
Dr. Bernee Dunson

When considering who possesses the clinical brilliance, educational heart, and pioneering 
spirit to receive this inaugural honor, one name stood out above the rest. I am thrilled to 
announce Dr. Bernee Dunson as the first-ever recipient of the Hilt Tatum Award.

Dr. Dunson’s lifetime of leadership, exceptional surgical skill, and absolute dedication to 
dental education perfectly embody the legacy of Dr. Tatum.

Dr. Dunson’s journey in dentistry is rooted in excellence. A third-generation graduate of 
Morehouse College (Biology, 1987), he earned his DDS from the University of Southern 
California (USC) in 1991. He completed a general dentistry residency at Columbia 
University’s Harlem Hospital before undergoing a rigorous, three-year oral implantology 
residency program at Loma Linda University (LLU). Along the way, he had the privilege of 
studying under Dr. Tatum, who served as one of his personal mentors.

For 30 years, Dr. Dunson has been a global beacon for education in implant dentistry.  
As the founder and director of the Global Dental Implant Institute, he runs the Mid-Atlantic 
MaxiCourse, drawing dentists from all over the United States to learn his surgical techniques. 
His sought-after lectures have reached faculties and clinicians as far as India, Dubai,  
and Japan.

As an AAID Past President (2019-2020), an AAID Honored Fellow, and a Diplomate of the 
ABOI/ID, Dr. Dunson is no stranger to well-deserved accolades. He previously received the 
Terry Reynolds Trailblazer Award (2021) and the Gershkoff-Goldberg Award (2022). Today, he 
continues to push our discipline forward as the CEO of two thriving Atlanta-area practices, 
Dunson Dental Design and Smile Source Atlanta East.

This award would not have been created without the tireless work of our Task Force.  
A big thank you to our Chair, Dr. Trace Rutherford, and the Task Force Members, Dr. Bill 
Anderson, Dr. Duke Heller, Dr. Keith Long, Dr. Don Provenzale, and Dr. Jasmine Sung.

Task Force Thank You

Celebrate with Us
fe

Please join me in congratulating

Dr. Bernee Dunson
on this historic achievement.

We look forward to welcoming him

to the Main Podium at the

2026 Annual Conference
for the inaugural

Dr. Hilt Tatum Lecture,

where we will celebrate both the

rich history and the bright future

of implant dentistry.
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The AAID Annual Conference is much more 

than four days of lectures. It's an opportunity to 

sharpen your clinical skills, explore emerging 

technologies, reconnect with colleagues,  

build new professional relationships, and return 

to your practice with fresh ideas that can  

immediately benefit your patients. Below are 

some tips from members of the 2026 Annual 

Conference Education (ACE) Committee.
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Before You Arrive:  
Have a Plan

The conference schedule is packed with 
outstanding educational sessions, hands-
on workshops, networking events, and 
exhibits. Before you travel, spend some time 
reviewing the program and identifying your 
priorities.

“Prior to any conference I attend, I always 
ask myself the same questions: What 
clinical skills do I want to improve? Which 
new technologies am I considering for my 
practice? What questions have come up 
recently that I may be able to find answers 
to?” said Michael Fioritto, DDS, FAAID/
DABOI/ID. “From there, I mark my ‘must-
attend’ sessions and speakers.” 

Set Learning Goals

“Annual can be a dauting four days. There 
is a near constant flow of Main Podium and 
Workshop sessions. Rather than trying to 
absorb everything, I choose two or three 
areas where I’d like to grow and build my 
schedule from there,” said Keith Long, DDS, 
FAAID, DABOI/ID. “By focusing on what I 

hope to get out of it, it’s easier to return to 
my practice with actionable ideas instead of 
an overwhelming stack of notes.”

Maybe you're looking to strengthen your 
surgical techniques. Perhaps you're 
interested in digital workflows, prosthetic 
innovations, guided surgery, soft tissue 
management, or practice growth. If it’s on 
the cutting edge of implant dentistry, the 
AAID Annual Conference has you covered.

Don't Skip the Exhibit Hall

Manufacturers, technology companies, 
laboratories, and service providers 
will showcase the latest products and 
innovations shaping implant dentistry. 
Take time to ask questions, request 
demonstrations, compare solutions, and 
discuss how new technologies can integrate 
into your practice.

“Don't miss out on what’s next in implant 
technology!” said Bernee Dunson, DDS, 
FAAID, DABOI/ID. “Head into the Exhibit 
Hall to ask tough questions, test-drive 
groundbreaking products, and discover 
modern solutions designed to transform the 
way you treat patients.”
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Introduce Yourself

One conversation can change your career. 
The AAID Annual Conference brings together 
clinicians from around the world with 
decades of experience and a willingness to 
share what they've learned.

•	 Introduce yourself to someone you've 
never met.

•	 Ask how they approach challenging 
cases.

•	 Share your own experiences.

Many lifelong friendships, mentorships, 
referrals, and collaborations begin with a 
simple conversation during a coffee break  
or reception.

“If you're attending for the first time, 
remember that everyone was once a first-
time attendee,” said Bill Anderson, DDS, 
FAAID, DABOI/ID. “The AAID community is 
known for being welcoming, collaborative, 
and eager to help colleagues succeed.”

Take Advantage of  
Social Events

Some of the most memorable discussions 
happen outside the lecture hall.

“Attend the Welcome Reception, networking 
events, anniversary celebrations, and other 
social gatherings,” said Daniel Domingue, 
DDS, FAAID, DABOI/ID. “These relaxed 
settings make it easier to meet fellow 
members, reconnect with mentors, and build 
relationships that continue long after the 
conference ends.”

Engage with the Speakers

AAID faculty are among the most respected 
educators in implant dentistry. Don't hesitate 
to introduce yourself after a presentation, 
ask questions, or continue the discussion 
between sessions. Many speakers welcome 
thoughtful conversations and enjoy hearing 
how attendees apply new concepts in 
practice.
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“Our faculty represent the gold standard 
of dental implant education, but their 
primary goal is your clinical success. Don't 
hesitate to engage with them; those hallway 
conversations and exchanges of real-world 
insights are where the true spirit of our 
community shines,” said Justin Moody, DDS, 
FAAID, DABOI/ID, 2026 ACE chair. 

Take Better Notes

Instead of trying to write down the content on 
every slide, focus on capturing:

•	 Clinical pearls you can immediately 
apply

•	 New techniques to research further

•	 Products or technologies worth 
evaluating

•	 Questions to discuss with your team 
after returning home

Many attendees also photograph slides 
(when permitted) or use digital note-taking 
apps to organize ideas by topic.

“Work smarter, not harder,” said Lion Berzin, 
BDS, FAAID, DABOI/ID. “Focus on the big-
picture takeaways: practical clinical insights, 
and actionable ideas you can bring straight 
back to your team on Monday.”

Share the Experience

Learning becomes even more valuable when 
you bring it back to your practice. After the 
conference, schedule time with your team to 
share your biggest takeaways. Discuss new 
workflows, patient communication ideas, or 
technologies you discovered. Even small 
improvements can have a meaningful impact 
on patient care.

“Don't keep your conference breakthroughs 
to yourself! Gather your office team when 
you're back to review game-changing 
concepts, streamline your clinical processes, 
and roll out fresh ideas that directly enhance 
the patient experience,” said Bart Silverman, 
DMD, FAAID, DABOI/ID.

Honoring the Past, 
Engineering the Future

This year's conference is especially 
meaningful as the Academy is celebrating its 
75th Anniversary.

Be sure to visit our special 75th Anniversary 
AAID Museum, celebrating the pioneers, 
innovations, and milestones that helped 
shape implant dentistry into the profession 
we know today.

“Celebrating 75 years of the AAID means 
honoring our roots while building our 
tomorrow. Don't miss the special 75th 
Anniversary AAID Museum to journey 
through the groundbreaking innovations and 
milestones that made implant dentistry the 
dynamic profession it is today,” said David 
Hochberg, DDS, FAAID, DABOI/ID, 75th 
Anniversary Task Force Chair.

By honoring where we've been, we become 
better prepared for where we're going.

See You in Nashville

The AAID Annual Conference is an 
investment in your education, your career, 
and your professional network. Arrive 
with a plan, remain open to unexpected 
opportunities, and take advantage of every 
conversation, every lecture, and every 
connection.

When you head home from Nashville, you'll 
bring back more than continuing education 
credits—you'll leave with new ideas, renewed 
inspiration, and valuable relationships that 
will continue to benefit your practice and your 
patients for years to come.

We'll see you in Music City this September 
30–October 3 as we celebrate 75 years of 
excellence in implant dentistry and engineer 
the future together.
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How You Can Be a Part 
of the Celebration

By David G. Hochberg, DDS, FAAID, 
DABOI/ID, 

75th Anniversary Task Force Chair
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When I think about the Academy 
turning 75, I don't just think about 
the years. I think about the people.

I think about the pioneers who 
challenged conventional thinking 
and helped build this profession 
from the ground up. I think about the 
mentors who generously shared their 
knowledge with the next generation. 
And I think about the thousands 
of members—past and present—
whose passion for implant dentistry 
has made the AAID the organization 
we know today.

If you're reading this, you share in 
this vital story. Here is how you can 
help tell it. 

AAID Coffee Table Book

One of the projects I'm most excited about is 
our 75th Anniversary Coffee Table Book. This 
won't be just another history book on a shelf. 
It will be a beautiful keepsake that captures 
the Academy's journey, the evolution of 
implant dentistry, and the members who 
helped shape both.

I hope you'll consider becoming part of it. 
By making a commemorative contribution 
of $1,000, you'll have your professional 
headshot and name included in this one-of- 
a-kind publication, which will include a 
personalized dust jacket with your photo  
and a personal message. 

AAID Museum

When we gather at the AAID Annual 
Conference, September 30 – October 3 
in Nashville, I hope you'll spend some 
time exploring our Museum in the Implant 
World Expo. We've been working to curate 
an experience that brings our history to 
life through photographs, artifacts, and 
the remarkable individuals whose vision 
transformed implant dentistry. Whether 

you've been an AAID member for forty years 
or four months, I think you'll come away 
with an even greater appreciation for the 
Academy we all share.

Share Your AAID Story

We're inviting members to submit a short 
video sharing what the AAID has meant to 
them. Maybe it was the mentor who changed 
your career, the first Annual Conference that 
inspired you, the friendships you've built, or 
simply the confidence you've gained through 
this incredible community. Whatever your 
story is, it's worth telling.

It’s simple. Follow this QR code with your 
mobile device and record your story. It won’t 
take you more than five minutes.

Thank you for being part of this journey.  
I look forward to celebrating with you in 
Music City and creating memories that future 
generations of AAID members will one day 
look back on with the same sense of pride.

See you in
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A Vision Taking Root: 
How Jacksonville University 
Is Helping Shape the Future 
of Implant Education
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A Vision Taking Root: 
How Jacksonville University 
Is Helping Shape the Future 
of Implant Education

Three years ago, Dr. James Rutkowski began thinking about his vision for the  
future of dental implant education. His vision was ambitious: creating a model  
of implant education that could one day help establish common, evidence- 
based standards for dentists around the world. Today, through Jacksonville 
University's Comprehensive Oral Implantology Program, that vision is steadily 
becoming reality.

At first glance, Jacksonville University 
may seem an unlikely place to transform 
implant education. The university does 
not have a traditional dental school. Yet 
it has built what Dr. Rutkowski proudly 
describes as the world's largest residency 
program devoted exclusively to compre-

hensive oral implantology. Its distributed 
model combines graduate education 
with intensive clinical training at carefully 
selected practices across North America, 
allowing residents to learn while treating 
real patients under the supervision of 
experienced mentors.
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That emphasis on real-world practice distinguishes the program from many traditional 
residencies. Residents are responsible for evaluating patients, developing treatment plans, 
presenting treatment options, and performing treatment—not simply observing procedures or 
working through isolated surgical exercises. The experience mirrors everyday practice while 
remaining grounded in rigorous academic instruction.

Dr. Rutkowski, who became chairman of the program in 2023 after a distinguished career 
as a clinician, educator, researcher, and editor, believes that structure is intentional. Implant 
dentistry has evolved dramatically during the past four decades, but he argues that technical 
ability alone is no longer enough. Today's clinicians must understand biology, prosthetics, 
digital workflows, evidence-based literature, and exhibit sound clinical judgment. His goal is 
to produce dentists who understand not only how to place implants, but why each treatment 
decision is the right one for an individual patient.

That philosophy attracted Dr. Zachary Kuchta early in his career. Inspired after observing 
implant procedures performed by his mentor, Dr. Frank Caputo, Dr. Kuchta realized he 
wanted an education that went beyond weekend continuing education courses. Jacksonville 
University's immersive curriculum offered the opportunity to combine graduate study with 
daily patient care while learning from experienced clinicians across the country. For a young 
dentist, the program represented an accelerated pathway toward clinical confidence built on 
mentorship rather than trial and error.

Dr. Kuchta’s experience reflects one of the program’s defining characteristics: residents are 
expected to think critically from the beginning. They diagnose cases, coordinate treatment 
plans, communicate with patients, and integrate surgical and restorative principles into 
comprehensive care. The result is an educational experience designed to prepare graduates 
for the realities of modern implant practice rather than simply teaching isolated procedures.

If Dr. Kuchta represents the future of implant dentistry, Dr. Caputo demonstrates that 
professional growth never ends. A respected implant clinician, educator, AAID Fellow (FAAID), 
and Diplomate of the American Board of Oral Implantology/Implant Dentistry (DABOI/ID), 
Dr. Caputo already possessed decades of experience when he entered the Jacksonville 
University program. Yet he viewed the master’s curriculum not as a credential, but as an 
opportunity to deepen his understanding of anatomy, pharmacology, digital technology, 
and comprehensive treatment planning. His decision underscores an important message: 
mastery requires continual learning.

That culture of lifelong education extends beyond graduation. Dr. Bill Anderson, owner of  
Anderson Family Dentist in Findlay, Ohio, AAID Fellow (FAAID), Diplomate of the American 
Board of Oral Implantology/Implant Dentistry (DABOI/ID), and incoming AAID President, 
credits Jacksonville University with changing the way he approaches every patient. 

Dr. Zachary Kuchta

Dr. Frank Caputo
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He entered the program seeking to become a better implant dentist, not simply to earn 
another diploma. What he discovered was a curriculum that challenged him to understand 
the scientific reasoning behind every clinical decision.

"Anyone can learn surgical techniques," Dr. Anderson said. "But the program teaches you 
why you make clinical decisions." Rather than focusing exclusively on implant placement, the 
curriculum emphasizes evidence, literature, biomechanics, treatment planning, and critical 
thinking. That approach strengthened Dr. Anderson's confidence in managing complex 
cases and continues to influence his work as a clinician, lecturer, scientific reviewer, and AAID 
leader.

Dr. Anderson also highlights another unexpected benefit of the program: the opportunity 
to learn alongside classmates representing every stage of the profession. New graduates, 
seasoned practitioners, and nationally recognized implantologists all contribute different 
perspectives while sharing the same commitment to improving patient care. Those 
relationships often continue long after graduation, creating a professional network built on 
collaboration rather than competition.

Throughout every interview with participants, one message emerged repeatedly: Jacksonville 
University is not attempting to teach dentists a particular technique or philosophy; instead, 
it seeks to cultivate disciplined clinical judgment. Residents learn how to evaluate evidence, 
ask better questions, collaborate with mentors, and make thoughtful decisions that place 
patients—not procedures—at the center of care.

That commitment to standardization is central to Dr. Rutkowski's long-term vision. Through 
carefully defined educational competencies and collaboration with other institutions, he 
hopes implant education will increasingly reflect shared standards of excellence regardless 
of geography or specialty background. As international participants begin enrolling in 
Jacksonville University's academic programs, that vision is already expanding outside of 
North America.

For AAID members, the significance extends beyond one university. Implant dentistry 
continues to evolve rapidly as digital technologies, biomaterials, and scientific evidence 
reshape clinical practice. Programs that combine rigorous academics with extensive clinical 
mentoring help ensure practitioners are prepared not only to adopt new techniques but to 
evaluate them thoughtfully.

Dr. Rutkowski often returns to the same vision: dentists from around the world learning 
together through common standards and a shared commitment to excellence. Judging by 
the experiences of residents like Dr. Kuchta and accomplished clinicians like Dr. Caputo and 
Dr. Anderson, that dream is no longer an aspiration alone. It is becoming a model for what 
implant education can be—one that teaches not simply how to place implants, but how to 
think critically.

Dr. Bill Anderson
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ABSTRACT
Tongue fasciculation, the involuntary and 
rapid contraction of small muscle fibers 
in the tongue, is a phenomenon that has 
garnered attention in both clinical and 
scientific contexts. This article reviews 
the current understanding of tongue 
fasciculation, exploring its underlying 
neuromuscular dynamics, potential causes, 
and clinical significance. Additionally, 
we discuss diagnostic approaches, 
associated conditions, and potential 
therapeutic interventions. A comprehensive 
understanding of tongue fasciculation 
is crucial for clinicians, researchers, and 
healthcare practitioners to provide accurate 
diagnoses and effective management 
strategies.

1. Introduction

Tongue fasciculation refers to the 
spontaneous, rhythmic contractions of 
small bundles of muscle fibers in the 
tongue. These fine, flickering movements 
are often observed in clinical settings and 
can be indicative of various neurological 
conditions. Understanding the mechanisms 
underlying tongue fasciculation is essential 
for elucidating its diagnostic and prognostic 
significance.

2. Neuromuscular Dynamics

The tongue is a complex muscular organ 
with a highly coordinated neuromuscular 
system. Fasciculation arises from 
spontaneous firing of motor neurons, 
leading to asynchronous contractions of 

individual muscle fibers. Studies suggest 
that alterations in ion channel function, 
particularly involving calcium and sodium 
channels, contribute to the development of 
fasciculations.

3. Potential Causes

Tongue fasciculation can be idiopathic 
or secondary to underlying neurological 
disorders. Amyotrophic lateral sclerosis 
(ALS), a progressive neurodegenerative 
disease, is a well-known cause of 
tongue fasciculation. Other potential 
etiologies include motor neuron diseases, 
neuropathies, and metabolic disturbances. 
Identifying the root cause is crucial for 
appropriate management.

4. Clinical Significance

While tongue fasciculation is often benign, 
its presence may raise concerns about 
underlying neurological conditions. 
Clinicians must carefully evaluate 
associated symptoms, perform a thorough 
neurological examination, and, if necessary, 
order imaging studies to rule out serious 
underlying pathology. The presence of 
tongue fasciculation can sometimes precede 
the onset of overt symptoms in conditions 
such as ALS.

5. Diagnostic Approaches

Various diagnostic tools are employed 
to assess tongue fasciculation. 
Electromyography (EMG) can help 
confirm the presence of fasciculations and 
differentiate them from other neuromuscular 

Tongue Fasciculation:  
Insights into Neuromuscular 
Dynamics and  
Clinical Implications

By Dennis Flanagan, DDS, MSc, FAAID, 
DABOI/ID

A comprehensive under-
standing of tongue  
fasciculation is crucial for 
clinicians, researchers, and 
healthcare practitioners to 
provide accurate diagnoses 
and effective management 
strategies.
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disorders. Magnetic resonance imaging 
(MRI) and computed tomography (CT) 
scans may be useful in identifying structural 
abnormalities contributing to tongue 
fasciculation.

6. Associated Conditions

Tongue fasciculation is often associated with 
a spectrum of neuromuscular disorders. 
Understanding these associations is crucial 
for accurate diagnosis and appropriate 
management. For instance, the co-
occurrence of tongue fasciculation and 
dysphagia may suggest certain motor 
neuron diseases.

7. Therapeutic Interventions

Management of tongue fasciculation 
depends on the underlying cause. In cases 
where fasciculation is benign, reassurance 
and observation may be sufficient. For 
conditions like ALS, multidisciplinary care 
involving neurologists, speech therapists, 
and other specialists is essential. 
Emerging therapeutic approaches, such 
as neuroprotective agents, are under 
investigation for potential efficacy in 
managing underlying neurodegenerative 
processes.

8. Conclusion

Tongue fasciculation is a notable clinical 
phenomenon with implications for the 
diagnosis and management of various 
neurological conditions. Advances in 
our understanding of the neuromuscular 
dynamics underlying fasciculation, coupled 

with diagnostic tools and therapeutic 
options, are essential for providing 
comprehensive care to affected individuals. 
Further research is needed to unravel the 
intricacies of tongue fasciculation and its role 
as a potential early marker for neurological 
diseases.
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Tongue fasciculation is a 
notable clinical phenomenon  
with implications for the 
diagnosis and management 
of various neurological 
conditions. Advances in our 
understanding of the  
neuromuscular dynamics  
underlying fasciculation, 
coupled with diagnostic 
tools and therapeutic  
options, are essential for 
providing comprehensive 
care to affected individuals.
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For years, AAID members who have 
achieved certification and validation 
of their proficiency in implantology by 
becoming Diplomates of the American 
Board of Oral Implantology/Implant 
Dentistry (ABOI/ID) have been told by 
state dental boards that they cannot call 
themselves what they are: specialists.

In the span of one week this July, that 
changed in two states.

South Dakota: A Federal Judge 
Agrees — ABOI/ID Diplomates Have 
A Constitutional Right to Advertise 
As Specialists

On July 20, 2026, the U.S. District Court for 
the District of South Dakota ruled decisively 
in favor of the AAID and longtime AAID 
Fellow and ABOI/ID Diplomate Dr. Edward 
Kusek, striking down South Dakota’s 
specialty-advertising rule as unconstitutional. 
Judge Karen E. Schreier’s order in American 
Academy of Implant Dentistry and Dr. Edward 
R. Kusek v. Jackley, et al. permanently bars 
the state from enforcing the rule against Dr. 
Kusek and every similarly situated ABOI/ID 
Diplomate in South Dakota.

South Dakota’s unconstitutional advertising 
rules allowed a dentist to advertise as a 
“specialist” only after completing a two-year, 
ADA-recognized postdoctoral residency. 
Under that now inoperative regulatory 
regime, it did not matter how many implants 
a dentist had placed, how many years they 
had practiced, or that they held a Diplomate 
credential from an independently accredited 
certifying board. Thus, as the Court ultimately 

emphasized in its order, South Dakota’s rules 
would serve to silence a dentist with 40 years 
of implant experience like Dr. Kusek, while 
a dentist fresh out of residency was free to 
advertise as a specialist on day one.

In defending its unconstitutional advertising 
rules, the Board relied heavily on survey 
data purportedly showing that consumers 
associate the word “specialist” with 
residency training. Specifically, the Board 
argued that its rule was necessary in order 
to protect consumers from mistakenly 
thinking that any dentist that advertised as 
a specialist had completed a residency 
program. The court rejected the Board’s 
rationale, in part, because even if the 
Board’s flawed survey data was reliable, the 
Constitution does not permit the State to 
ban truthful speech merely because some 
consumers may interpret it incorrectly. The 
court also criticized the Board for failing to 
properly explore less-restrictive disclosure-
based rules, rather than an outright ban on 
truthful advertising.

As of this writing, the Board has not filed a 
Notice of Appeal.

Notably, the South Dakota Court’s decision 
mirrors the reasoning of the U.S. Court of 
Appeals for the Fifth Circuit’s decision in 
American Academy of Implant Dentistry v. 
Parker, which struck down a similar Texas 
rule and adds South Dakota to a growing list 
of jurisdictions where courts have recognized 
that AAID members have a constitutional 
right to advertise their own expertise and 
hard-won credentials.

Two States, One Message:
Your Right to Call Yourself  
a Specialist Just Got Stronger

By Justin Withrow
Partner, Flannery Georgalis

U.S. District Court 
Rules South Dakota's 
Specialty-Advertising 
Rule Unconstitutional. 
Federal court strikes 
down state restrictions, 
upholding First Amend-
ment rights for implant 
dentists and protecting 
truthful advertising for 
consumers.
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Ohio: Eight Years of Persistence 
Pays Off

While South Dakota delivered a courtroom 
victory, Ohio delivered proof that AAID’s 
patience and persistence work, too.

On July 13, 2026 — one week before the 
South Dakota ruling — Judge Algenon L. 
Marbley of the U.S. District Court for the 
Southern District of Ohio entered a Consent 
Judgment resolving American Academy 
of Implant Dentistry, et al. v. Kamdar, et al., 
a case the AAID first filed more than eight 
years ago, in January 2018.

Rather than litigate the case to a final 
judgment, the AAID, the Ohio State Dental 
Board, and other interested stakeholders 
agreed to have Ohio suspend the enforce-
ment of its specialty advertising rules so 
that the state could develop new proposed 
rules that would allow ABOI/ID Diplomates to 
continue to advertise as a “specialist” or as 
“specializing in” dental implants or implant 
dentistry. Importantly, through the recently 
entered Consent Judgment, the Board has 
agreed.

Just as important, the AAID didn’t give up  
its leverage. The settlement preserves the  
AAID’s right to go back to court if the agreed- 
upon rules aren’t formally adopted, or if 
the Board in the future tries to modify the 
agreed-upon rules.

Why This Matters for Every AAID 
Member — Not Just Two States

It would be easy to read these as two 
isolated wins. They’re not. Together, they 
show that AAID’s specialty advertising 
strategy — fighting in court where necessary, 
negotiating where possible — is working.

For AAID members practicing in states 
with similar restrictions, these decisions 
are more than encouraging news — they 
are precedent and leverage. The AAID will 
continue to track specialty-advertising rules 
nationwide and will keep members informed 
as further developments unfold, including 
any appeal in South Dakota and the 
completion of Ohio’s rulemaking process.

You earned the credential. These decisions 
affirm you have the right to say so.

This article is intended for informational 
purposes only and does not constitute legal 
advice. Members with questions about how 
these decisions may affect advertising in 
their own state should consult qualified legal 
counsel.

This decision ensures 
that patients in South 
Dakota will have full 
access to information 
concerning dentists'  
experience and exper-
tise in implant dentistry,  
including expertise  
obtained through the 
rigorous certification 
process of AAID and 
the ABOI.
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Where Legacy Meets Innovation: 
The 19th MegaGen  
International Symposium
An academic alliance with Nobel Biocare, clinical validation by leading global scholars, and 
the "New Toronto Declaration" — charting the next 50 years of implant dentistry.

Carrying Forward the Legacy of 1982: 
The Historic Significance of the Toronto 
Symposium and a New Academic 
Alliance

In the history of modern dental implantology, 
the 1982 Toronto Conference stands as 
the milestone that established the concept 
of osseointegration and opened a new 
era. In 2026, leading figures from across 
the global dental community gathered 
once again in Toronto — the birthplace of 
modern implantology — for MegaGen's 19th 
International Symposium.

Held under the main theme "Reviewing the 
Past 50 Years, Envisioning the Next 50 Years 
of Implant Dentistry," the symposium brought 
together approximately 1,300 clinicians, 
researchers, and industry experts from 
around the world to reflect on half a century 
of achievement and to discuss the clinical 
standards of the future.

The symposium drew particular attention 
with the participation of Nobel Biocare, the 
company that pioneered the early history 
of dental implants. This collaboration took 
concrete form through "The Grand Alliance," 
an academic partnership established 
between MegaGen's academic foundation, 
MINEC, and Nobel Biocare's educational 
foundation, FOR (Foundation for Oral 
Rehabilitation).

More than a one-time corporate exchange, 
this partnership embodies a shared 

commitment to connecting the traditional 
legacy of dentistry with the digital innovation 
of the future. United by a common mission 
to deliver safer, more predictable, and 
biologically stable treatments to patients 
worldwide, the two organizations have taken 
a monumental first step toward fusing clinical 
trust with advanced technology.

Validating Clinical Value: A Cross-
Generational Lineup of 14 Distinguished 
Speakers

The scientific sessions featured fourteen 
world-class speakers whose lectures 
spanned the entire arc of implant dentistry, 
from its formative years to the current era of 
digital innovation.

* Pioneers of Implant Dentistry: The program 
opened with lectures by the legendary 
scholars who laid the foundations of modern 
implantology. Prof. Tomas Albrektsson, 
who conducted research alongside 
Prof. Brånemark and helped define the 
modern criteria for implant success, 
shared his invaluable insights on long-term 
osseointegration. Prof. Dennis Tarnow, 
originator of the "5mm rule" in esthetic 
implantology, offered clinical wisdom on 
preserving interproximal tissue, while Prof. 
David Garber, whose career has been 
devoted to long-term esthetics through 
comprehensive prosthetic rehabilitation, 
delivered a featured lecture. In addition, 
Dr. Izchak Barzilay presented an in-
depth scholarly review of the fifty years 

of development since the 1982 Toronto 
Conference.

* Leaders of Contemporary Clinical 
Innovation: The program continued with 
speakers who are actively expanding the 
boundaries of clinical practice. Dr. Paulo 
Maló, developer of the All-on-4® concept 
that redefined full-arch rehabilitation, 
discussed the latest parameters of 
immediate full-arch reconstruction, and 
Prof. Tomas Linkevičius, founder of the Zero 
Bone Loss concept, presented evidence-
based protocols for maintaining crestal 
bone stability. Prof. Christian Makary, a 
leading figure in immediate placement 
and immediate loading, shared practical 
strategies for achieving both patient safety 
and clinical efficiency.

* Architects of the Digital Future: Sessions 
charting the standards of next-generation 
digital dentistry also drew strong interest. 
Prof. Alessandro Pozzi, an authority on 
prosthetically driven digital implant treatment, 
and Prof. Francesco Mangano, President 
of the Digital Dentistry Society (DDS), 
examined the path toward complete digital 
standardization. Prof. Clark Stanford (Dean, 
University of Iowa College of Dentistry), 
Prof. David Kim (Harvard School of Dental 
Medicine), and Prof. Kyu-Jin Cho (Seoul 
National University School of Dentistry) 
joined as panelists, offering diverse 
perspectives on integrating advanced tissue 
management and biological principles into 
digital clinical practice.
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A Shift in Clinical Paradigms: The New 
Toronto Declaration

Building on the scientific validation and 
reflections of the world's leading scholars, 
MegaGen proposed the "New Toronto 
Declaration," setting out a new direction for 
the future of implant treatment.

True to the theme "Legacy Meets Innovation," 
the significance of this symposium lies in 
presenting, in a single forum, a rigorous 
understanding of the past and a patient-
centered vision for the future. The core 
values shared by participating clinicians were 
as follows:

* Recalibrating the Foundations: Scientific 
evidence was presented for re-examining 
long-held clinical assumptions — including 
crestal bone loss, peri-implantitis, and 
implant surface aging — in light of the latest 
biological understanding.

* A Map of 50 Years of Evolution: The 
program offered a macroscopic review of 
the changes in implant design and surgical 
techniques over the past half-century, 
weighing their strengths and limitations, and 
re-illuminating the clinical wisdom demanded 
by the present era.

* Evidence-Based Protocols: Practical, 
efficient solutions directly relevant to 
clinical practice were established, covering 
immediate placement and accelerated 
loading, All-on-4® full-arch rehabilitation, 
and single-tooth esthetic restoration.

* A Clinical Philosophy Responsive to 
Patients: In response to the growing number 
of elderly patients and those with systemic 
conditions, the symposium affirmed a 
patient-centered paradigm oriented toward 
simpler, minimally invasive treatments.

* A View Toward the Future of Dentistry: The 
program outlined the organic connections 
between dentistry and adjacent advanced 
sciences, including artificial intelligence (AI), 
mixed reality (MR), biomedical convergence 
technologies, and biomimetic robotics.

At the heart of the Declaration are the 
following Key Shifts — concrete paradigm 
changes for patient-centric implantology:

Beyond technological progress, these 
approaches reflect MegaGen's clinical 
philosophy: to honor patient well-being and 
quality of life through advanced engineering.

Visualizing Legacy and Innovation: A 
New Paradigm for Exhibitions

The exhibition space went beyond 
conventional product promotion, staged 
as both a "museum of dentistry" and a 
showcase of innovation. At the front of 
the booth, a special Honorary Zone was 
dedicated to the research achievements 
of the pioneers who led the 1982 Toronto 
Conference — a gesture that beautifully 
captured MegaGen's philosophy of pursuing 
future innovation on established foundations.

Connected to this legacy, MegaGen's 
product lineup was also exceptionally well 

received. The booth featured a "Seamless 
Digital Solution" zone in which the entire 
course of treatment — from the patient's first 
visit and consultation through diagnosis, 
placement, and final restoration — was 
integrated into a single, unified workflow.

Alongside the digital workflow, the exhibition 
also gave substantial weight to the 
fundamentals of implant technology: fixation 
strength and placement stability. Next-
generation implant solutions engineered to 
achieve reliable primary stability across a 
wide range of bone quality conditions drew 
keen interest from clinicians on-site. By 
intuitively presenting the integration of its 
next-generation implant lineup with the digital 
workflow, MegaGen's booth was highly 
credited with setting a new standard for the 
future of implant exhibitions.

Toward the Future: The 20th Symposium 
Awaits in Shanghai

With the conclusion of the Toronto 
Symposium, the attention of the global 
dental community now turns to the next 
chapter of this journey. The momentum 
generated by the New Toronto Declaration 
and the spirit of cross-generational 
collaboration are expected to grow even 
further in the years ahead.

The 20th MegaGen International Symposium 
will be officially held on April 16–17, 2027, 
at the Shanghai World Expo Exhibition & 
Convention Center (SWEECC) in Shanghai, 
China.

Old Protocol 
 
Time-specific  
loading 
 
Ra value-centered  
surface design 
 
Bone-centered  
thinking 
 
Aggressive “Rebuild  
to Place” approach    
Accepting bone loss  
is inevitable 
 
Fragmented digital tools 

New Standard  
Patient-specific,  
Biology-driven 
 
Cell-oriented nano 
biologic surface 
 
Biologically Stable  
Peri-implant tissue 
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& minimally invasive 
treatment 
 
Toward the zero bone  
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THE NEW TORONTO DECLARATION

Key Shifts for Patient-Centric Implantology
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Backed by 45 years of Preat overdenture expertise and exceptional support, PreatLoc™  
helps you deliver reliable performance and long-lasting smiles for your patients.

EXPLORE
PreatLoc™ Solutions P R E A T . C O M   •   8 0 0 . 2 3 2 . 7 7 3 2

THE NEXT-
GENERATION 
in Overdenture 
Attachment Solutions

 Compatibility
Works with the leading overdenture system  
and all major implant connections.

Tissue-Friendly Surface
ZrN coating helps reduce plaque, biofilm,  
and inflammation for cleaner, healthier tissue.

Proven Retention
Engineered for consistent retention with 
performance validated for 5,000 cycles.

Treatment Flexibility 
18° angled abutments correct up to 76° divergence 
for improved load distribution and reduced wear.



 
Strengthening Care
Through Partnership
One of the most rewarding aspects of 
the AAID Foundation’s Smile, Veteran!™ 
program is witnessing what becomes 
possible when committed partners unite 
around a shared mission. Today, we proudly 
celebrate Tatum Surgical joining Smile, 
Veteran!™ as a program sponsor, providing 
critical in-kind support that empowers our 
volunteer doctors to deliver life-changing 
implant care to veterans who would 
otherwise lack access to treatment.

Through this partnership, 
Tatum Surgical 

contributes dental 
implants and 
essential implant 
components for 
approved veteran 
cases based on 

individual patient 
needs and treatment 

plans. While every 
clinical case is unique, the 

impact remains the same: without access 
to implants and restorative components, 
this care simply does not happen. Tatum 
Surgical’s generosity directly supports 
our providers in restoring oral function, 
confidence, dignity, and quality of life for 
the veterans we serve. We are honored to 
welcome them into the Smile, Veteran!™ 
family and deeply grateful for their 
commitment to expanding the reach and 
impact of this mission.

The Smile, Veteran!™ program exists 
because of a very real need. Many veterans 
face complex dental conditions yet lack 
access to implant treatment due to financial 

barriers or limitations in coverage. In 
response, the AAID Foundation established 
a collaborative model that unites AAID-
credentialed doctors, industry partners, 
and the Foundation itself to provide 
comprehensive implant care at no cost to 
qualifying veterans.

Since its launch in 2019, Smile, Veteran!™ 
continues to grow steadily and meaningfully. 
To date, 15 veteran cases have been 
successfully completed, each representing 
far more than dentistry alone. Every restored 
smile reflects renewed confidence, improved 
health, restored function, and the power of 
a profession coming together in service of 
others.

As the program expands, so does the 
opportunity to make an even greater impact. 
We invite additional industry partners 
to support Smile, Veteran!™ through 
sponsorships, donations, and collaboration, 
and we encourage AAID-credentialed 
doctors to become participating providers. 
Together, we continue honoring our veterans’ 
service by ensuring they receive the implant 
care they deserve.

With the support of partners like Tatum 
Surgical and the unwavering dedication of 
AAID members, Smile, Veteran!™ enters 
an exciting new chapter — one defined by 
growth, collaboration, and an even greater 
ability to change lives through implant 
dentistry.

By Andy Ray Burton, DMD, FAAID, DABOI/ID
Smile, Veteran!™ Committee Chair

Patient John Meschi, was treated  
by Dr. Don Provenzale

Welcome  
Smile, Veteran  
Sponsor!
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CLINICAL CASE REPORT

A Novel Autologous Root Slice Replantation Technique Applied for Immediate 
Implantation of Maxillary Central Incisors: A Case Report With 6-Year Review

This case study describes a novel approach to autologous tooth transplantation combined 
with immediate implantation. This article presents a 6-year follow-up observation of a 22-year-
old male patient who requested oral implant restoration after a fracture of the maxillary 
anterior tooth caused by trauma. Treatment involved immediate implantation of the maxillary 
central incisors using a novel autologous tooth transplantation technique called autologous 
root slice replantation (ARSR). It avoided the absorption of soft and hard tissues on the 
labial side after immediate implantation of the maxillary anterior teeth. Moreover, the implant 
area and its surrounding soft tissues were healthy without obvious inflammation. The ARSR 
develops the application of autologous tooth transplantation combined with immediate 
implantation, providing a new solution for esthetic implantation in the anterior teeth area.
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CLINICAL DENTAL IMPLANT RESEARCH

Cross-Sectional Study on the Relationship Between Jawbone Types  
and Trabecular Bone Structures

This study investigated the relationship between jawbone types and trabecular bone 
structures. A total of 38 osseointegrated implants were placed in 33 partially edentulous 
patients (17 males and 16 females). The bone quality of the recipient sites was measured 
in Hounsfield units and classified according to the Norton and Gamble classification. 
Histomorphometric methods were employed to analyze the structure of trabecular bone, 
including bone volume fraction (BV/TV), trabecular thickness (Tb. Th), trabecular number, and 
trabecular separation. The mean values of the four variables in Type I were 52.66 ± 9.75%, 
27.31 ± 12.73 µm, 22.77 ± 10.17/mm, and 24.01 ± 10.34 µm, respectively. The mean values 
for Types II/III were 37.92 ± 11.54%, 45.99 ± 26.71 µm, 11.58 ± 8.16/mm, and 82.39 ± 51.67 
µm, respectively. The mean values for Type IV were 33.43 ± 10.32%, 20.27 ± 3.58 µm, 17.16 
± 6.42/mm, and 47.92 ± 29.11 µm, respectively. When comparing Type I with Type IV, BV/
TV was the only variable that demonstrated a statistically significant difference (p < .001). In 
the comparison between Type I and Type II/III, all variables were statistically significant except 
for Tb. Th (p < .01). When comparing Type II/III with Type IV, Tb. Th was the only variable that 
showed a statistically significant difference (p < .01). It is crucial to select ideal implant sites 
before placement, considering the various bone types. Direct quantification of trabecular 
bone structure in a clinical setting is challenging; therefore, understanding bone types can 
aid in predicting implantation outcomes by assessing the relationship between bone type and 
trabecular bone structures.
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CLINICAL DENTAL IMPLANT SCIENCE RESEARCH

Recruitment of Rat Bone Marrow–Derived Cells to Dental Implants  
Immediately After Installation

This study investigated the recruitment of 
bone marrow–derived cells (BMDCs) to the 
implant surface during the osseointegration 
process. Green fluorescent protein (GFP)-
expressing BMDCs were transplanted into 
irradiated Sprague-Dawley rats to trace 
BMDCs following tooth extraction healing. 
After bone marrow transplantation, the 
control group exhibited maxillary bone 
cavities only, whereas the experimental 
group received implants in these cavities 
bilaterally. At 1, 3, 5, and 24 hours 
postoperation, samples were prepared for 
immunohistochemical staining. At 24 hours 
postimplantation, the cells were collected 
from the implant sites and analyzed using 
double fluorescence staining. In the 
experimental group, the number of GFP- 
positive cells gradually increased over time 
and was significantly greater than that in 
the control group at the 3- and 24-hour 
time points. At 24 hours after implantation, 
the cells around the implant surface were analyzed. Hematopoietic stem cell markers and 
mesenchymal stem cell markers were detected in the GFP-positive cells. These data showed 
that bone marrow–derived cells are recruited to the implant surface in the rats’ maxillae. 
These findings also suggest that hematopoietic stem cells and mesenchymal stem cells 
derived from bone marrow are important for the establishment of osseointegration in the rats’ 
maxillae in the very early stages. The limitations of this study include its small sample size 
and relatively short observation period. Future research should involve an increased number 
of samples and a longer observation timeline. Furthermore, investigating how these cells 
undergo differentiation over time is necessary.
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CLINICAL DENTAL IMPLANT SCIENCE RESEARCH

Impact of Operator Experience on Accuracy and Procedure Time in Dynamic 
Navigation, Static-Guided, Freehand Implant Placement: An In Vitro Study

Dynamic navigation systems offer significant potential to enhance dental implant surgery, 
particularly for novice surgeons. To compare the accuracy and time consumption of freehand 
implant surgery (group A), static computer-assisted implant surgery (sCAIS; group B), and 
dynamic computer-assisted implant surgery (dCAIS; group C) performed by novice and 
experienced surgeons in vitro. A total of 192 implants (n = 192) were placed in polyurethane 
mandibular models under simulated clinical conditions by 16 participants, divided into 2 
groups. Implants were placed after CBCT-based virtual planning. Postoperative surface scans 
were superimposed on the preoperative planning data to evaluate the angular and spatial 
deviations. A linear mixed model analysis, followed by descriptive statistics, was used to 
determine the influence of experience level, method, and operative site on various accuracy 
parameters. The applied implant placement methodology showed a statistically significant 
influence on the angular deviation, the 3D deviation at the base and tip, the bucco-oral and 
mesial-distal deviation at the implant base (P < .05). The lowest mean angular deviation was 
recorded in group B with 3.12° (±1.49°). The regions where the implants were placed had a 
significant influence on the angular deviation parameter (P < .001). The level of experience 
showed a statistically significant difference in the angular deviation of the placed implants (P 
< .001) and in the bucco-oral deviation at the implant tip (P = .04). Novice 
surgeons consistently required significantly more time compared with 
experienced surgeons. Both CAIS approaches hold potential to improve 
implant placement outcomes, showing significant improvements over 
freehand techniques.
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Bill Anderson
DDS, MS, FAAID, DABOI/ID

(automatic per Bylaws)

Mario Silvestri
DDS, FAAID, DABOI/ID

President President – Elect

Daniel Domingue
DDS, FAAID, DABOI/ID

Jason Kim
 DDS, MDS, FAAID, DABOI/ID

Michael Fioritto
DDS, FAAID, DABOI/ID

2027 SLATE OF OFFICERS RECOMMENDATION

INTRODUCING THE 2027 SECRETARY CANDIDATE

The AAID nominating committee, chaired by Matt Young, DDS, FAAID, DABOI/ID, presents the 
following slate of officers for consideration at the AAID 2026 Annual Business Meeting, scheduled 
on October 3, 2026 at 2pm in Nashville, TN.

In accordance with Article IX, Section 7 of 
AAID's Bylaws, members not nominated 
by the Nominating Committee may be 
nominated by petition as follows: (3) 
Nothing herein contained shall prevent 
voting members from nominating a 
candidate provided that the nomination 
petition is submitted to the chair of the 

Nominating Committee or that person's 
designee at least 30 days in advance of 
the election [i.e. September 3, 2026] at the 
Annual Meeting for distribution to the voting 
membership at least 21 days in advance of 
the election. (4) A nominee not announced 
by the Nominating Committee must include 
the signatures of at least 5 percent of the 

voting membership on the petition [i.e. 
62 signatures]. (5) The Committee shall 
obtain a disclosure statement from each 
candidate nominated by the Committee 
or by petition and make this information 
available to the voting members.

Vice President Treasurer Secretary

Dr. Michael Fioritto earned his Bachelor of 
Science degree from Georgetown University 
and his Doctor of Dental Surgery degree 
from Case Western Reserve University 
School of Dentistry. His postgraduate 
training includes advanced education in IV 
sedation and implant dentistry, highlighted by 
completion of the Dental College of Georgia 
MaxiCourse and the Midwest Implant Institute 
Externship. Dr. Fioritto is an Honored Fellow 
of the AAID and a Diplomate of the American 
Board of Oral Implantology (ABOI). 

A dedicated leader within the AAID,  
Dr. Fioritto has served in numerous district 
and national roles, including Central District 
Past President and Trustee. He has also 
contributed to the Academy through service 
on the A&C Board, Education Oversight 
Committee, Legal Oversight Committee, Test 

Construction Committee, ACE Committee, 
and other committees and task forces.

Dr. Fioritto is actively involved in implant 
education as Director of the Cleveland 
Implant Institute, Implant Rockstars, and the 
Advanced Implant Academy. He serves 
as a guest lecturer for the Washington DC 
Mid-Atlantic MaxiCourse and Case Western 
Reserve University and has been a featured 
podium speaker at AAID district meetings.  
In addition to his professional and 
educational contributions, he volunteers 
with Remote Area Medical, providing care 
through mobile medical clinics that help 
underserved communities. He maintains a 
strong commitment to advancing implant 
dentistry through leadership, education,  
and service.
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The AAID is pleased to welcome the following new members who joined between June 2, 2026 
through July 22, 2026. The list is organized by state, with the new member’s city included. 
International members are listed by country and province (if applicable). If you joined the AAID 
recently and your name does not appear below, it will be listed in the next issue of AAID News.

PLEASE WELCOME THESE NEW MEMBERS IN YOUR AREA

UNITED STATES

Alabama
Bethanie Swanson, Mountain Brook

Arizona
Brodie Cook, Mesa

California
Evelyn Huaman, Escondido
Navkirandeep Kaur Pandher, Stockton
Jobanpreet Singh, Bakersfield
Joseph Valle, Santa Cruz
Aditi Vyas, San Mateo
Lawrence Wong, Castro Valley

Colorado
Hojun Song, Broomsfield

Delaware
Saqib Usmani, Middletown

Florida
Will Brayer, Sarasota
Bobby Bryant, Jacksonville
Stephanie Catalano Pivec, Jacksonville
Desiree Marquez, Pensacola
Marissa Matthews, Delray Beach
Claudio Miro, Coral Gables
Reinaldo Rios, Miami

Georgia
Yokeca Watts, Villa Rica

Illinois
Dibyendu Mehta, Rockford
Saseelan Sivagnanam, Lake in the Hills

Indiana
Nathan Hacker, New Castle
Brad Miller, Nappanee
Bradley Miller, Nappanee

Kentucky
Jea Chang, Prospect

Louisiana
Serena Jones, Covington

Michigan
Nick Morse, Brighton

Missouri
Mark Angerbauer, Osage Beach
Marc Sattovia, Chesterfield

Mississippi
William Richburg, Madison

Nevada
Julio Escobar, Dayton
Janira Flores, Las Vegas

New York
MitzAnn Alexis-Edmond, Mount Vernon
Thema Hepburn, New York

North Carolina
Traci Espinosa, Southport
Stephanie Marvelli, Mint Hill
Spencer Stewart, Stanley

Oregon
Joshua Rowley, Hillsboro

Pennsylvania
John Neil Della Croce, Kennett Square
Bryan Sipes, York
Litsa Zotis, Pittsburgh

South Carolina
Paul Joseph, Camden

Tennessee
Hunter Brooks, Nashville
Stephanie Harding, Goodlettsville
Mikaela Maier, Nashville

Texas
Jeffrey Eakin, Houston
Trevor Shewski, Plano

Utah
Jason Gordon, South Jordan
Kent Kohli, Saratoga Springs

Virginia
Assefa Demewoz, Lorton
Jung Hoon Park, Alexandria
Amarjot Singh, Chester

West Virginia
Hamed Motlagh, Wheeling

CANADA

British Columbia
Zhi Chun Song, Coquitlam

Ontario
Omid Azami, Brampton
Chandeep Kaur, Brampton
Aiswarya Pradeep, Peterborough

Newfoundland and Labrador
Nagaanand Vankadara, St. John's
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INTERNATIONAL
  
Brazil
Walter Suruagy Motta Padilha

India
Vishudh Nagpal

Iran
Soheil Tavahen

Republic of Korea
Hyunjin Chang

Türkiye
Seda Sezer
Hesham Ads
Elham Shakeri

STUDENT MEMBERS

Raafay Ahmed
Rafael Alves de Camargo
Rafael Barreto
Valquiria Boghossian
Camryn Branson
Olsen Cottle
Eva Cutler
Rafal Cymer
Jacob Dougall
Annette Echevarria
Brian Fuks
Arianna P Geivelis
Abrian Gonzalez
Dylan Hildebrand
Sooyoung Huh
Maycee-Arreem Issa
Yumi Jin
Chang Whan Kim
Jongin Kim
Ryan Kinney
Paul Kuta
Viktoria Leonard

Gracyn Lindborg
Christopher Long
Gian Daniel Lourido Martinez
Aram Mansouri
Ariana Motamedi
Preston Nguyen
Lindsey Paramore
Shrikant Patel
Justin Jovanni Pratt
Rodrigo Fernandez Rangel
Amanda Rodriguez Betancourt
Victoria Rueda Marshall
Alexis Selli
Sydney Shirley
Hunter Tippett
Vivian Van
Michael Volk
Tyson Weight
Lewis Wright
Monica Yacoub
Bin Yae
Mary Younan-Raouf
Yilin Yu
Luke Zortman
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Abu Dhabi AAID MaxiCourse®

Abu Dhabi, UAE 
Director: Shankar Iyer, DDS, MDS, FAAID, DABOI/ID 
Assistant Director: Ninette Banday, BDS, MPH 
Phone: 908-527-8880 
Email: drsiyer@aol.com 
Website: www.maxicourseasia.com

Augusta University AAID MaxiCourse® 
Augusta, GA  
Director: Jane F. Martone, DDS, FAAID, DABOI/ID  
Assistant Director: Michael E. Pruett, DMD  
Contact: Cathy Mason-Smith  
Phone: 706-721-1420  
Email: cmasonsmith@augusta.edu  
Website: www.georgiamaxicourse.com

Bangalore AAID MaxiCourse® 
Chennai, India  
Director: Shankar Iyer, DDS, MDS, FAAID, DABOI/ID  
Assistant Director: Vadivel Kumar DDS  
Phone: 908-527-8880  
Email: drsiyer@aol.com  
Website: www.maxicourseasia.com

Boston AAID MaxiCourse® 
Boston, MA  
Director: Brian Jackson, DDS, FAAID, DABOI/ID  
Contact: Jana Selimovic, Program Coordinator 
Address: 50 Park Plaza, Boston MA 02116 
Phone: 315-922-2176  
Email: education@bostonmaxicourse.com 
Website: www.bostonmaxicourse.com

Brazil AAID MaxiCourse® 
São Paulo – Brazil 
Director: Mohammed Jasim Al-Juboori, BDS, MSc, 
AFAAID, FAAID, DIP ABOI 
Assistant Director: Suhail Mati, DMD, DIP, ABOI, FAGD, 
AFAAID, DICOI 
Contact: Mohammed Jasim Al-Juboori 
Phone: 248-762-1372, 964-787-751-1655 
Email: maxicoursebrazil@gmail.com 
Website: aaidmaxicoursebrasil.com

Chicago AAID MaxiCourse® 
Chicago, IL  
Director: Christopher Petrush, DDS, FAAID, DABOI/ID  
Assistant Director: Frank Caputo, DDS, MDS, FAAID, 
DABOI/ID  
Contact: Julia Flanders  
Phone: 773-236-2352  
Email: julia@aaidchicagomaxicourse.com 
Website: www.aaidchicagomaxicourse.com

Dallas AAID MaxiCourse® 
Dallas, TX 
Director: Dr. Hardeek Patel, DDS, FAAID, DABOI/ID 
Assistant Director: Aman Bhullar, DMD, FAAID, DABOI/ID 
Phone: 832-723-7414 
Email: info@3dimplantinstitute.com 
Website: www.3dimplantinstitute.com

Las Vegas AAID MaxiCourse® 
Las Vegas, NV 
Director: John Minichetti, DMD, FAAID, DABOI/ID 
Assistant Director: Shankar Iyer, DDS, MDS, FAAID, 
DABOI/ID  
Contact: Jenn Yang  
Phone: 201-871-3555  
Email: jenn.englewooddental@gmail.com  
Website: www.dentalimplantlearningcenter.com

Long Island AAID MaxiCourse®

West Islip, NY 
Director: Mike Calderon, DDS, FAAID, DABOI/ID 
Assistant Director: Marcelo Calderon, DMD, AFAAID 
Contact: Gio Heyser
Phone: 631-328-5050
Email: ipagiomayra@gmail.com
Website: www.longislandmaxicourse.com

Nagoya, Japan AAID MaxiCourse®

Nagoya, Japan 
Director: Yasunori Hotta, DDS, PhD, FAAID, DABOI/ID 
Assistant Directors: Hiroshi Murakami, DDS, PhD, FAAID; 
Koji Ito, DDS, PhD, FAAID; Komatsu Shinichi DDS, PhD, 
FAAID; Takashi Saito, DDS, PhD, FAAID 
Contact: Yasunori Hotta, DDS, PhD, AFAAID 
Phone: +81-52-794-8188
Email: hotta-dc@ff.iij4u.or.jp 
Website: www.hotta-dc.com

Nashville AAID MaxiCourse®

Nashville, Tennessee
Director: Mario Silvestri, DDS, DABOI/ID, FAAID 
Assistant Director: Brian Jackson, DDS, FAAID,  
DABOI/ID 
Contact: Jana Selimovic 
Phone: 315-922-2176 
Email: education@nashvillemaxicourse.com
Website: https://aaidnashvillemaxicourse.com/index.
php#curriculum

New York AAID MaxiCourse®

Englewood, NJ
Director: John Minichetti, DMD, FAAID, DABOI/ID 
Assistant Director: Joseph C. D’Amore, DDS, AFAAID, 
DABOI/ID 
Contact: Jenn Yang 
Phone: 201-871-3555 
Email: jenn.englewooddental@gmail.com 
Website: www.dentalimplantlearningcenter.com

Newport Beach AAID MaxiCourse®

Irvine, CA
Director: M. Ali Mostafavi, BDS, DDS, FAAID 
Assistant Director: Shankar Iyer, DDS, MDS, FAAID, 
DABOI/ID
Contact: Suada Imamovic
Phone: 908-536-9276
Email: info@maxicourseca.com 
Website: www.maxicourseca.com

Nova Southeastern University College of  
Dental Medicine Implant AAID MaxiCourse®

Davie, FL 
Director: Jack Piermatti, DMD, FAAID, DABOI/ID 
Assistant Director: Shankar Iyer, DDS, MDS, FAAID, 
DABOI/ID
Contact: Linnette Dobbs-Fuller 
Phone: 954-262-5327
Email: dentalce@nova.edu
Website: www.dental.nova.edu/ce/courses/

AAID NEWS     2026 ISSUE 334



UNITED STATES

AAID Study Club hosted by SMILE USA® Center 
for Educational Excellence
Location: Online only
Director: Shankar Iyer, DDS, MDS, FAAID, DABOI/ID
Contact: Dr. Jennifer Palghomol
Phone: +91-9322213340
Email: docjenvincent@gmail.com
Website: https://aaidstudyclub.com/campaign/ 
for-aaidcom-visitors

Alabama Implant Study Club
Location: Brentwood, TN
President: Michael Dagostino, DDS
Contact: Sonia Smithson, DDS
Phone: (615) 337-0008
Email: aisgadmin@comcast.net
Website: alabamaimplant.org

Alpha Study Club
Location: Coral Springs, FL
President: Tarek Assi, DMD, FAAID, DABOI/ID
Contact: Lina Castillo
Phone: (954) 575-0033
Email: lina@alphadentalpractice.com
Website: alphastudyclub.com

Bergen County Dental Implant Study Group
Location: Englewood, NJ 
President: John Minichetti, DMD, FAAID, DABOI/ID
Contact: Sarah Rock 
Phone: (201) 731-3239
Email: sarah.englewooddental@gmail.com
Website: dentalimplantlearningcenter.com/ce- 
courses/bergen-county-dental-implant-study-group/

Central Coast Study Club
Location: Santa Maria, California
President: Purnima Sheoran, DDS, FAAID, DABOI/ID
Contact: Purnima Sheoran, DDS, FAAID, DABOI/ID
Phone: (805) 840-5566
Email: Studyclub@maidentalcares.com

Calderon Institute Study Club 
Location: Queens, NY /Oceanside, NY 
President: Mike E. Calderón, DDS, FAAID, DABOI/ID
Contact: Gio Avellaneda
Phone: (631) 328-5050
Email: calderoninstitute@gmail.com 
Website: calderoninstitute.com

Hawaii Dental Implant Study Club
Location: Honolulu, HI 
President: Michael Nishime, DDS, FAAID
Contact: Kendra Wong 
Phone: (808) 732-0291
Email: mnishimedds@gmail.com

Mid-Florida Implant Study Group
Location: Orlando, FL
Director:  Rajiv Patel, DBS, MDS, FAAID, DABOI/ID
Phone: (386) 738-2006
Email: info@delandimplants.com 
Website: delandimplants.com

SMILE USA® Center for Educational Excellence 
Study Club
Location: Elizabeth, NJ 
President: Shankar Iyer, DDS, MDS, FAAID, DABOI/ID
Contact: Domenical Sanchez
Phone: (908) 527-8880
Email: courseadmin@smileusa.com 
Website: smileusa.com

Taco Tuesday PDX-Implant Study Club
Location: Portland, OR
President: Andy Burton, DMD, FAAID, DABOI/ID
Email: info@mail.tcdentallab.com
Website: https://tcdentallab.com/Education

Wehrle Implant Education Study Club
Location: Online
President: Michael Wehrle, DDS, AFAAID
Contact: Michael Wehrle, DDS, AFAAID
Phone: (817) 919-6964
Email: drmewehrle@hotmail.com
Website: wehrleimplanteducation.com

INTERNATIONAL 

AICHI IMPLANT CENTER
Location: Nagoya, Aichi-Ken, Japan 
President: Yasunori Hotta, DDS, PhD, FAAID
Phone: (052) 794-8188 
Email: hotta-dc@ff.iij4u.or.jp 
Website: hotta-dc.com

Beirut Study Club 
Location: Beirut, Lebanon  
President: Joe Jihad Abdallah, BDS, MScD, FAAID
Phone: (961) 174-7650
Email: beirutidc@hotmail.com 

I Smile Dental Center Study Club
Location: Ras Al Khaima, United Arab Emirates
President: Mohamed Bissar, BDS, MSc, PhD, AFAAID
Contact: Goda Gulbinaite
Phone: +971 56 222 5240
Email: m.wagdy@ismileuae.com,  
Mohamedwagdy.1@gmail.com 

AAID Active Study Clubs

Rutgers School of Dental Medicine  
AAID MaxiCourse®

Newark, NJ 
Director: George Athansios, DMD, FAAID, DABOI/ID 
Assistant Director: Shankar Iyer, DDS, MDS, FAAID, 
DABOI/ID 
Contact: Janice Gibbs-Reed, MA 
Phone: 973-972-6561 
Email: gibbs@sdm.rutgers.edu 
Website: cde.sdm.rutgers.edu/maxicourse/ 
 
Oklahoma City AAID MaxiCourse® 
Oklahoma City, OK 
Director: Dr. Eric Hopkins 
Program Coordinator: Loree Hopkins 
Phone: 405-275-1055/405-306-2994 
Email: education@aaidmaxicourseokc.com 
Website: aaidmaxicourseokc.com 
 
 
 

San Jose AAID Maxicourse® 
Campbell, CA 
Director: Aman Bhullar, DDS, FAAID, DABOI/ID 
Coordinator: Samantha Ruiz 
Contact: Samantha Ruiz 
Phone: 669-888-6473 
Email: samantharuiz7677@gmail.com 
 
San Juan, Puerto Rico AAID MaxiCourse® 
Guaynabo, PR 
Director: Andy Ray Burton DDS, FAAID, DABOI/ID 
Assistant Director: Jose Pedroza DMD, MSC 
Phone: 787-644-3890 
Email: prmaxicourse@gmail.com 
 
Seattle AAID MaxiCourse® 
Renton, Washington 
Director: Senan Najar, DDS, FAAID, DABOI/ID 
Assistant Director: Purnima Sheoran, DDS, FAAID, 	
DABOI/ID 
Contact: Purnima Sheoran, DDS, FAAID, DABOI/ID 
Phone: 805-840-5566 
Email: purnimasheoran@maidentalcares.com 
 
 
 

Washington, DC AAID MaxiCourse®  
Washington, DC 
Director: Bernee Dunson, DDS, FAAID, DABOI/ID 
Contact: Tracey Allison, Esq 
Phone: 404-897-1699 
Email: dcmaxi@dunsondental.com 
Website: www.dcmaxicourse.com 
 
Waterloo, Ontario AAID MaxiCourse® 

The TI-MAX Institute  
Director: Rod Stewart, DDS, FAAID, DABOI/ID 
Assistant Director: George Arvanitis, DDS, FAAID, 
DABOI/ID  
Contact: Chantel Furlong  
Phone: 905-235-1006  
Email: info@timaxinstitute.com  
Website: www.timaxinstitute.com 
 
Vancouver AAID MaxiCourse® 
Vancouver, BC  
Director: William Liang, DMD, FAAID, DABOI/ID 
Contact: Andrew Gillies  
Phone: 604-330-9933  
Email: andrew@implant.ca  
Website: www.vancouvermaxicourse.com
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Courses presented by AAID credentialed members
Beirut Implant Dentistry Center
Beirut, Lebanon
Instructors: Dr. Jihad Abdallah & Andre Assaf 
Contact: Mahia Cheblac
Phone: +961 1 747650
	 +961 1 747651
Email: beirutidc@hotmail.com 
Fax: +961 1 747652

Calderon Institute
Various: New York, Dominican Republic
Instructor: Dr. Mikey Elvis Calderon 
Phone: 631-328-5050
Email: calderoninstitute@gmail.com

Calderon Institute
Various: New York, Dominican Republic
Instructor: Dr. Mikey Elvis Calderon 
Phone: 631-328-5050
Email: calderoninstitute@gmail.com

California Implant Institute
San Diego, CA
Instructor: Dr. Louie Al-Faraje,  
	 Academic Chairman
Phone: 858-496-0574
Email: info@implanteducation.net

Connecticut Dental Implant Institute
Manchester, CT
Various courses available.
Instructor: Dr. Joel L Rosenlicht, Director
Contact: Michelle Marcil
Phone: 860-649-2272
Email: michelle@jawfixers.com 
Website: www.jawfixers.com

East Coast Implant Institute
Utica, NY
Instructor: Dr. Brian J. Jackson 
Contact: Jana Selimovic
Phone: 315-922-2176
Email: education@bostonmaxicourse.com 
Website: www.eastcoastimplantinst.com/ 
	 upcoming-courses/

Implants in Black and White
Twice Annually
Instructors: Dr. Daniel Domingue, Dr. Jerome Smith
Contact: Maggie Brouillette
Phone: 337-235-1523
Email: maggie@jeromesmithdds.com 
Website: blackwhiteimplants.weebly.com

Midwest Implant Institute
Advanced Courses:

(311) Preserve This: Introduction to 	   	
	 Extraction, Socket Preservation, and PRP

(411) The All-Inclusive Live Surgical Course

(601) Bone Grafting & Sinus Elevation

(603) Implant Prosthetics

(605) Digging Out of Problems

Instructors: Drs. Duke and Robert Heller
Phone: 614-505-6647
Email: samantha@mii1980.com 
Website: midwestimplantinstitute.com

Pacific Implant and Digital  
Dentistry Institute
Vancouver, BC, Canada
Comprehensive Training in Implant Dentistry 
September through June
Instructor: Dr. Ron Zokol 
Contact: Barbara Cox and Dr. Faraj
Phone: 800-668-2280
Email: barbara.cox@ddidental.com
	 faraj.edher@ddidental.com
Website: www.ddidental.com

Pikos Implant Institute
Trinity, FL
Various courses available
Instructor: Michael A. Pikos, DDS
Contact: Kali Kampmann
Phone: 727-781-0491
Email: learn@pikosinstitute.com

RWC Implant Study Club
Redwood City, CA
One-year mini residency: 2 lecture days and 2 live 
patients+surgical days per month
Instructor: Dr. Ihab Hanna
Phone: 650-701-1111
Email: rwcimplantclub@gmail.com
Website: www.rwcimplantclub.com

Full Arch Success
Various courses available
Instructor: Dr. Sarah Jockin
Contact: Jay Jockin
Phone: 813-774-2916
Email: Jay@fullarchsuccess.com

Stanley Institute for  
Comprehensive Dentistry
Various courses available
Instructor: Dr. Robert J. Stanley
Contact: Nick Antenucci, Director
Phone: 919-415-0061
Email: nick@stanleyinstitute.com Toronto Implant Academy

Taming The Old Dragons of Implant Prosthetics-3 
Part Virtual Webinar Series
Instructor: Dr. Emil LA Svoboda
Phone: 416-432-9800
Website: www.reversemargin.com

Wehrle Immersion Implant Programs
Immersion Implant
Instructor: Dr. Michael Wehrle
Phone: 817-345-6974
Website: www.Wehrleimplantimmersion.com
Facebook: www.facebook.com/wehrleimplant

Smile USA Center for Educational 
Excellence
Advanced Implant Mini-residency  
Program - Live Surgery Training
October - June (120 hours - 12 sessions  
over 6 weekends)
Instructor: Dr. Shankar Iyer
Contact: Domenica
Phone: 908-536-9276
Website: www.smileusa.com

Smile USA Center for Educational 
Excellence
Implant Competency Program
January - November (150 hours)
NJ State Board Approved Live Patient Training 
Program
Instructor: Dr. Shankar Iyer
Contact: Domenica
Phone: 908-536-9276
Website: www.smileusa.com

The Dental Implant Learning Center-Basic 
to Advanced Courses in Implant Dentistry 
Englewood, NJ
Instructor: Dr. John Minichetti
Contact: Jennifer Yang
Phone: 866-586-0521
Email: jenn.englewooddental@gmail.com 
Website: dentalimplantlearningcenter.com

Ti-MAX Institute for Continuing  
Dental Education
Waterloo, Ontario, Canada

Ti-MAX Core Implant course
Instructors: Drs. Roderick Stewart  
and George Arvanitis

Ti-MAX Advanced Bone Grafting Course
Instructors: Drs. George Arvanitis, David Resnick, 
and Roderick Stewart

Ti-MAX IV Sedation course
Course Director: Dr. Roderick Stewart
Instructors: Drs. Stefan Ciz and Iqbal Biswas

Ti-MAX Overdenture course
Instructor: Dr. Roderick Stewart

Ti-MAX Full Mouth Reconstruction course
Instructor: Dr. George Arvanitis

Contact: Chantel Furlong
Phone: 888-978-1332
Email: info@timaxinstitute.com
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GL-7150150-080126*Price does not include shipping or applicable taxes.

SAVE $75 on your  
first digital SRC case.
800-887-3580
glidewell.com/digital-implant

PREDICTABILITY 
STARTS HERE.

$319*

BruxZir®  
Screw-Retained

Glidewell screw-retained 
crowns are my go-to means 
of tooth replacement. My 
total restoration cost is 
reduced with the highest 
quality result.

Timothy F. Kosinski, 
DDS, MAGD 
Bingham Farms, 
Michigan

Refined Through  
4 Million Restorations.
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Chairside
Pickup

ELIMINATE

We do the pickin’
so you don’t have to.

Visit Booth #803 at the 2026
AAID Annual Conference
Nashville, TN   |  Sept 30 - Oct 3, 2026

Learn more at 
www.avadent.com/TruLOC



ADVANCED DENTAL SYSTEMS®

THE GLIDER™

Integrated Surgical Table

DOWNLOAD THE DENTAL SURGERY 
OPERATORY DESIGN PLANNING GUIDE

Proudly Made 
in the USA!

A COMPREHENSIVE OPERATORY 
SOLUTION FOR EFFICIENT DENTAL 
IMPLANT & SURGICAL PROCEDURES

The ASI Glider™ Surgical Table provides front 
delivery of handpieces for the doctor and 
suction for the assistant, along with optional 
integration of electric and surgical implant 
motors. The multiple motor capability allows you 
to streamline procedures by having the correct 
handpiece ready to go in sequence. The Glider™ 
offers electric height adjustment and easily 
positions over the patient chair for convenient 
access to your instruments and accessories on 
the three tiered work space and side rail system.

“With the demands of 
sedation, implant surgery, and 
periodontology, I finally have a 
comprehensive workspace that 
brings everything together.”

– Dr. David Yu

“The Glider surgical table is a 
game-changer that makes our 
microsurgeries far more efficient 
by keeping everything I need 
right in front.”

– Dr. Alan Wonhee Lee 

“Clinically, we stay fully 
engaged without distractions. 
Operationally, workflow is 
smoother, turnover is faster, 
and everything feels more 
predictable.”

– Dr. Brian Young 

ASK THE SURGEONS 
WHO SWITCHED

303.766.3646
asidental.com

DEMO IN-PERSON 
AAID ANNUAL 
CONFERENCE  
NASHVILLE 
9/30/26-10/3/26


